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World Record holder! On a SPUTNIK 265 WCE David White broke through 
the production speed record barrier. This no nose shape stands out with 
unique control easy jibing and turbo like acceleration. SPUTNIK 265 WCE 
the high wind slalom rocket. 


racing machine: for medium ■wind and high wind course racing the 
IK 280 WCE is the ideal no nose board for racers and ambitious 
s. High performance windsurfers love the early planing and high top 



Mmm 


Easy to sail: the SPUTNIK 285 WCE is the board for light wind slalom and 
course racing. Easy to control in every situation the board rapidly 
accelerates to high speed. Besides its racing potential it is the ideal board 
to start short boarding. SPUTNIK 285 WCE - the coures racing slalom 
rocket. 


Extremely performance oriented: the SPUTNIK 290 WCE is the no nose 
course racing machine with ultimate performance. With superior planing 
characteristics this board dominates in early planing and speeding 
through lulls. It gives you the feeling of permanent acceleration J 
without speed limit. SPUTNIK 290 WCE - the ultimate course racer. / 
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FEATURES 


PLANNING THE PERFECT f) A 
VACATION Vi 

Booties: check. Neosporin: check. Passport: check. V/ 

Seasoned traveler Jim 
Schuler shows how to 
make your windsurfing 
vacation work. 


HOT Af\ 
SHOTS /II I 

Francisco Goya’s XV/ 
big bail-out, beautiful 
Lanikai, Robby Naish 
tweaking his tabletop to 
new heights and an insane 
mast mount of Jason Prior, 
mid-loop. 


ON THE COVER: 

Photographer Darrell Wong catches up with Robby Naish 
as he demonstrates the epitome of speedsailing style and technique. 


8 ON THE MARK 

Equipment testing gets hard-core. What it means for us and you. 

12 OFF THE LIP 

Geography lessons • Sour grapes • Mixed feelings on our equipment guide 

15 BOARD BRIEFS 

Facts on fog • Beginners’ injuries • Homemade ramps • Windsurfing goes 
to school • U.S. pro sailors 

27 INSTRUCTION 

■ Robby Naish tells the time and place for different harnesses. 

■ The proper IMCO setup from Mike Gebhardt. 

■ Ian Boyd shows you the constant carve. 

■ Jibe around the clock with Cort Lamed. 

■ Brad Duffy says stiff battens can make the difference. 

■ Rhonda Smith “squares up" when planing. 

■ Boom boxing with Andy Brandt. 

■ Q&A: Is there a typical rhythm to wave sets? 

85 EQUIPMENT 

MCS testing • F2’s exotic Peter Thommen Edition board put to the 
test*Gearing up 

107 WINDFINDER 

South Africa• Ocean City, Maryland* Jones Beach, Oregon*Travel notes 

119 EVENTS 

PBA: Geneva Fundoor & Maui Chiemsee Wave Classic • Tudor/Mistral 
Midwinters • Spring Splash ’94 • Upcoming events 

138 CUTBACKS 

Confessions of a swapper: Eric Sanford prepares you for the season’s first 
swap meet. 


SAIL TESTS ’94 n A 

Single-cam sails. We rate how they rig. how they're made / 

and how they sail. It's not as easy as it sounds. I A 
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permission of Windsurfing Magazine. Second-class postage paid at Winter Park, FL, and at additional 
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BOARD TESTS A A 

Daily bump-and-grind: /I /I 
We take boards under 95 liters to Margarita for two 1 1 
weeks of punishing tests 
in some grueling winds. 


HOW-TO: f\(\ 

fastIS 00 

Go slo no mo! Our 
instructional staff gives 
you 10 great ways to 
increase your 
board speed. 
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WISH DREAMS 


you can see sweat forming on foe foreheads of our engineers 
when Robby comes in with his visionary ideas. They know Bobby 
fe an astute concept man, and when he dreams a new board, 
may tace foe chattenge of turning it into mafity. its never easy. Yet 
its always fun. Because being the best means being constantly 
« to create the best. This year, foe realign o, his .tea, dream is foe 
'EDGE' • foe ultimate moderate to high wind slalom board. Its remarkably easy to 
dial-in and blerfos white knuckle speed with ptayfutly response earning abtltty. Of 
course, no one enjoyed seeing foe ’EDGE' completed more than Mr. Naish, except for 
perhaps our design team. Now they can relax until Robby’s next dream. 


OUR engineers 


GETNERUOUS. 


Mistral, Inc., 7222 Parkway Drive, Dorsey, MD 21076 • 410-712-4755 










On The harh 


You Can’t Have 
Everything 




O ur readers want equipment 
reviews like this: 

“Board A stinks. It can’t jibe, itfs 
slow as a freighter, the finbox 
breaks whenever we take it out, 
the nonskid is as grippy as a rock 
on a beach in Alaska’s Prince 
William Sound, and the board 
costs $400 too much because the 
manufacturer is so greedy. If we 
were stuck on Gilligan’s Island for the rest 
of our lives with this board and it blew 20 
knots every day, we still wouldn’t sail it” 
Our advertisers want the same board 
reviewed like this: 

“Board A makes you jibe like 
Dunkerbeck but better, because it’s faster 
than what he’s using. Its components are 
outstanding, especially the nonskid, made 
from a fine grind of South African dia¬ 
mond dust, which must cost the manufac¬ 
turer a fortune. But no matter, because 
they donate all profits to the poor. So why 
not pay a little more for it to help such a 
good cause? This is the one board you 
should own. If it had been built sooner, 
who knows what greatness mankind may 
have achieved?” 

Either 1) our readers are dissatisfied 
and the industry is happy, or 2) the read¬ 
ers are thrilled and the industry sends us 
nasty faxes and makes ominous threats. 

Based on the response we’ve received 
so far about the tests in the April issue, 
this year we’re definitely on the second 
track. 

The ’94 board and sail tests are more 
intensive than any we’ve ever done. We 
tested in the three best winter locations: 


Maui, Margarita and Aruba. We selected 
testers of different sailing styles, abilities 
and preferences. Rather than presenting 
consensus opinion alone, we offer you 
“The Round Table” of testers’ uncensored 
views—which often conflict. And with 
“The Right Choice,” we dare to actually 
recommend certain boards for certain 
types of sailors. 

We may be stupid but we’re going 
ahead with our current test format to give 
you the facts, the truth, our findings. And 
if it seems at times that we’re too petty, 
consider that a compliment to the manu¬ 
facturers, whose products have improved 
so much in recent years that it’s actually 
difficult to buy a board today that’s not 
pretty decent Perhaps our sweating over 
small stuff will lead them to further 
improvements, resulting in even better 
equipment for the consumer. We can’t 
win, but maybe you can! 

An anonymous caller from the wind¬ 
surfing industry recently told us, “Either 
you guys are incredibly bold or you’re 
incredibly naive.” 

Which is it? We’ll let you decide. 


Debbie Snow 

editor 
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Write for brochure. Tudor. Rolex Building, 665 Fifth Avenue. New York, NY 10022 


Mnnjrcf' dip 'i-rjiMO'ixi t'ach." 
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DESIGNED TO BE BEAUTIFUL. 

The elegant Tudor Monarch timepieces combine 
strength and style to create the perfect sportswatch for 1 
today’s active life. The precise Swiss quartz movement is 
protected by a special case, scratch-resistant synthetic 
sapphire crystal and a screw-down winding crown to j 
ensure pressure-proof protection down to 330 ft./100m. J 

Available in steel or steel and 18kt. gold. I 

Sales and service only at Your Official Rolex Jeweler. * J 






























MEILP rydE 


The all-new '94 Street series built to pov/er up your 
board. Three ultralight and aerodynamic sails that plane early and 
accelerate quickly in real world conditions. 

Vert-X construction. Bat-Cams. Key batten shaping. Rex-flo foot fairing. 
Breakthrough technology from the Neil Pryde Design Team. 


y wuucn onqjwy supponeo Dy tnree Holler Supercams 
rides massive low-end acceleration and devastating top-end 
speed. A mid-width luff pocket ensures easier handling, 
rigging and waterstarts. Sailing fast is 
the only way to sail the Street Racer, so hang on! 


rwo Holier intercams in a narrow luff pocket provides cam 
performance, yet the Street Slalom is easy to rig and to waterstart 
Simple to tune, effortless rotation in gybes and manoeuvres, 
e six batten layout and hollow leech give the Street Slalom its 

stability at speed and light feel. 


Three battens above the boom 
this sail lighter than the Street Sk 

waves and tricks. For more aggressi 
batten above the boom. The single 
and stability, yet is barely noticeable 
Street Wave-Slalom delivers 

If you are'Passionate 
contact your r*‘ 
information 


ive moves there is a convertible 
9 Roller Intercam adds power 
in the transitions. The versatile 
max out' fun in chop and small waves. 

about Performance' 

nearest Neil Pryde dealer today for more 
on the three Street sails. 

Free reformation circle 53 on reader service card 
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it all starts right here. To find out where it all 
ends up, call for our free catalog. 


HOW WE BUILD 
A BETTER SAIL 


FEEDBACK FIRST. Letters and phone 
calls and hours on the water. Customers, 
team riders, fellow sailors...and our own 
eyes and hands.San Francisco. Maui. 
The Gorge. A thousand datapoints, 
weeks of computer-time and dozens of 
late night sessions with other racer/ 
designers. 

FUNCTION SPECIFIC. No gadgets. No 
gee-whiz gimmicks. Just lighter, faster 
more maneuverable sails that last practi¬ 
cally forever. Elegant solutions that rig 
easy, sail great and don’t break. 

NEW TRICKS. Like horizontal shaping 
seams hidden under batten pockets Like 
a no-hook leech. Want to know more’ 

Cal us at 800/509-7245 for our hot new 

catalog (free) or rigging video (free with 
purchase or $9.95 plus $2.75 s/h). 


SAIL MAKER’S RESPONSE 

In response to your April test on the 
UP race sail 6.7: Regarding the unusual 
wear and tear of the tested UP race sail, 
that sail had 100 micron thickness 
monofilm panels in the lower part of the 
sail. The later production run was 
increased to 150 micron thickness which 
resolved all the problems. To further 
increase the resistance of the seams, we 
also increased the overlap of the monofilm 
panels. This, combined with the unique 
double-stitching construction, has doubled 
the resistance of the panels. After compar¬ 
ing seam resistance test with other sail 
makers, UP sails now have one of the 
strongest seam construction available. 

ERIC TREU, UP SAILS 
Milford, Connecticut 


your map was after a hilly mountain bik 
ride. You cannot drive there. Drak * 
Beach is to the north (a fluky launch) 
Limantour Beach is to the south (require 
a good bit of wind to get to the estero 
mouth). Also, the town of Inverness is on 
the west side of Tamales Bay. Point Rey es 
Station and Olema are both south of 
Tamales Bay along Highway 1. 

Timothy Dierauf 

Oakland, California 


The UP race sail that we looked at 
recently did indeed have better seam con¬ 
struction. While we can detect no increase 

| in the overlap of the monofilm panels _ 

that remains at the standard 15 millime- 
* ers ' the position of the reinforcing tape 
has been changed so that the tape now 
adheres equally to both panels in a seam. 
We’ll re-test the sail and run the follow-up 
report in afiiture issue.—Ed. 


GEOGRAPHY lesson no. 1 

In the article on “Sample Quivers,” 
(March ’94, page 42) it is written that (he 
beginner living in Wisconsin “likes to sail in 
fight winds on Mille Lacs in the summer” 
To do this, the intrepid beginner would 
have to dnve to Minnesota. Mille Lacs is a 
Jake near the TVin Cities (if my memory 
seizes me nght). In Wisconsin most begim 

ners are on f^ke Winnebago or up i„ Door 

County on the many small, sheltered bays 
though you can’t discount the hundreds of 
small lakes around the state. 

David Troup 

Green Bay, Wisconsin 


A LITTLE RESPECT 

Just received the April 1994 issue. 
Thanks for letting us peer into the weak 
minds of Dean (Karnazes) and Tom 
(James). The arguments for their respec¬ 
tive states are most compelling. However, 
I must point out one glaring omission. 
Both states have produced some excellent 
talent, but only California has that unsung 
hero on the cover, Brian Caserio. Without 
his relentless charging into whatever the 
Pacific Ocean throws at the “Left Coast,” I 
suspect that things would be a lot less 
exciting around here! So give that man 
some credit where credit is due. 

Glenn Dubock 
Santa Barbara, California 
P.S. Enclosed is a case of California- 
grown sour grapes for Tom to suck on! 


You’re right! We finally run a shot of 
Caserio on the cover, and he isn’t even 
identified. Sorry, Brian. — Ed. 


P.O.Box 365 
Hood River, OR 97031 

Tel: (503)3873100 

Pox: (503) 387-3144 


GEOGRAPHY LESSON NO 2 

PoinH? maP ? y ° Ur "^dfinder” review of 
"oint Reyes for your March i qqa • 01 

wymiafeadto* F^rS^fl'T” S 

P»inls (Umantoor Beach anTr ’T'' 
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Fred information circle 154 on reader service card 


MIXED FEELINGS 

We’ve been getting faxes from manufac- 
urers and responses off Internet and 
CompuServe about our March Equipment 
utde. We thought more readers might like 
S * e * e . contras ts. One manufacturer 
s, uc i one of you numbskulls writes 

^irresponsible drivel?” And from a read- 
f la y ’ some thing / can pass along to 
y friends interested in the sport." 
tlmmmmm ... — Ed. 


CORRECTION 

R " the April issue we stated that the 
«IC Rock comes with deckpads. Well, 
it doesn't 


Race Tech Sandwich 


Following the trend of the 
Vivace 270, two new no-nose 
boards designed and shaped 
by Fabien Vollenwelder .- 

Vivace 282 & 290 


Moderate Wind Slalom 


ROBERT TERIITEHAU i 

1993 pba Ranking: 2nd Over 


282 • 1071 • Light Wind Slalom 


565 BIC, DRIVE MllFORD? CT 06460 


Vivace 290 • 120 1 • Slalom Race 

Free informal,on circle 9 on reader service card 
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S ince Paul Mindich introduced the Freeskate iceboard to the windsurfing world 11 years 
ago, the sport has progressed from that of an elongated skateboard with a sail to a highly 
maneuverable icecraft capable of speeds exceeding 60 mph. Southern New England espe¬ 
cially enjoyed a phenomenal ’93-'94 season—not too difficult when you can plane across 
the ice at 15 mph in 6 knots of wind. 

Here, Ted Amaral is the rabbit at the start of the International Freeskating Competition on 
Lake Quannapowitt, Wakefield, Massachusetts; spectators warm themselves by cheering as a 
racer approaches the finish line; and Nevin Sayre, who finished the season as International 
Freeskate Association national champion, sails across the finish line.-—Jack Bushko 


WINDSURFING 101 


But What’s the 
Homework? 

Do your memories of 
junior-high P.E. classes fea¬ 
ture ugly uniforms, boring 
softball games and co-ed vol¬ 
leyball? Eighth-grade students 
at a Gorge middle school will 
fortunately have different 
remembrances—they spend a 
week in May learning wind¬ 
surfing basics. 

What? You can grow up in 2 
the Gorge without windsurfing ( 
from birth? Well, many stu- j 
dents at Wy’east Middle j 
School—located a few miles j 
south of Hood River—come | 
from families that were here 
long before the windsurfers 
showed up, and haven’t had 
the chance to try the sport 

That didn’t seem right to 
Merrilee Cooper, a P.E. teacher 
at the school. She also thought 
exposure to the sport might 
reduce distrust between longtime 
residents of the traditionally 
timber and agricultural area 
and windsurfing newcomers. 

‘’People often don’t like 
what they don’t understand,” 
she says. 


Board Briefs 


It’ll take Wy’East Middle School 
get as good as 13-year-old Levi 
but you gotta start somewhere. 

introducing windsurfing into 
the school’s standard P.E. cur¬ 
riculum was “pie in the sky.” 
She sent a letter to Gorge 
shops and manufacturers, hop¬ 
ing for a few replies. 


students more than a week to 
Siver of The Dalles, Oregon, 


The response was signifi¬ 
cant. Windsurfing instructor 
Dave “Spike” Livermore got 
seriously involved with the 
project, as did Stephanie 
Eng-Warren of Hood River 


Windsurfing. Donated materi¬ 
als and equipment poured in, 
and windsurfing schools 
pledged instructor time. 

“That first year [1991-1992 
school year], the shop teacher 
and I made some rinky-dink 
simulators with donated mate¬ 
rials,” Cooper says. “Spike 
hauled all of the other equip¬ 
ment we used from town.” 

Those days are history. In its 
third year, the program offers 
all Wy’east eighth graders an 
introduction to windsurfing. 

Contributions have provid¬ 
ed the school with all the 
equipment needed for the 
dry-land training. 

The program culminates in 
an optional half-day on the 
water, and most kids can’t wait 
for it. They practice their new 
skills on sheltered Columbia 
River waters with donated 
rental equipment and volun¬ 
teer instructors from Hood 
River Windsurfing, Big Winds/ 
Front Street Sailboard and 
Rhonda Smith Windsurfing 
Center .—Davinne McKeown- 











































When Robby Came 
Out to Play 

“How’s the wind over 
there?” 

“It’s bloving stink!” 

“Well, it’s not happening 
over here yet, so I’ll head over 
and check this thing out” 

The man —Robby Naish 
himself—was coming to check 
out the windsurfing jump 
ramp Mike Hemperly and I 
had designed! 

It had been more than a 


year since I called Robby with 
our idea for the ramp. I just 
looked up his number and 
called—for a windsurfer, it was 
like looking up God’s number 
and just giving him a ring. 

Robby: “Yeah, I’ve been 
thinking of a ramp like... ” 

Us: ‘That’s about what we 
were thinking of doing, but 
adding... ” 

Robby: “Well, when you get 
it going, give me a call.” 

A commission from Mount 
Olympus, from Thor himself. | 
Imagine, a flexible jump that g 
felt as much like a wave as you | 
could get outside the ocean.... ° 
A ton of sweat later and our 
pockets dry, we had our first 
prototype—very high-tech, 
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THE WIND 


Organizers have can¬ 
celed plans for a 1994 
Killer Loop Classic. Now 
we’ll never know whether 
the finals of the event 
would have come down to 
Ian Boyd and Matt 
Pritchard for a fourth 
straight year.... 

Remember Eugenio 
Maderal, the Cuban man 

who windsurfed to free¬ 
dom in February? Well, 
he’s catching on quickly to 
capitalism. Less than a 
month after reaching 
shore, he hired an agent, 
appeared on Donahue, and 

was negotiating endorse¬ 
ment contracts. It turns 
out that Lester Moreno, 

who escaped Cuba via 
windsurfer in 1990, is 
Maderal's best friend. 
According to a relative of 
Maderal, the two hope to 
turn their story into a book 
and/or movie deal.... 

USWA is asking 
America Online to estab¬ 
lish a windsurfing forum 
for subscribers. Help them 
out by placing a request 
for the forum in the AOL 
Suggestion Box.... 

Sailworks is World Cup 
Pro Siena Emory's newest 
sponsor. Sailworks also 
sponsors Phil McGain 
i ^d Jutta Mueller. 


Emory’s the No. 2 
American on the PBA tour 
and also is sponsored by 
Chiemsee, Neil Pryde and 
Shredder .... 

Reports of the demise 
of Kooks Beach on Maui 
have been greatly exag¬ 
gerated. When Kooks was 
closed to vehicular traffic, 
Maui windsurfers lament¬ 
ed the loss of parking 
spots just steps from the 
water’s edge. However, 
the area now sports an 
expanded, landscaped 
parking lot surrounded by 
shade trees and newly 
planted grass.... 

San Francisco Fire 
Department Engine Co. 

16 has implemented a res- 
cue program for wind¬ 
surfers on a trial basis.... 

AWIA’s 1994 confer¬ 
ence and trade show will 
be in Ocean City, 

Maryland, October 3-5.... 

The March/April issue 
of USWA News featured 
the organization's 1994 
directory of U.S. windsurf¬ 
ing clubs and associa¬ 
tions. The newsletter, 
published six times a ’year 

is Part of the USWA mem-’ 

Contact 

USWA P.O.Box 978, Hood 

97031 : 503 . 


V Joe' 


Ken Hill doesn’t know what was more exciting-Robb^estinq 
the ramp, or Ken’s very own arm appearing in the same photo 
frame as “the man.” K 
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with pool lounge floats holding 
it up and cinder blocks anchor¬ 
ing it The ramp jumped great, 
but when I got back to the 
beach after testing it I saw the 
bottom of my board was all 
scratched and dinged up. Back 
to the drawing board. 

After tuning the ramp, we 
tested it again. Local hell-man 
and all-around charger Python 
agreed to do the honors. 
Armed with Python’s sugges¬ 
tions we honed the ramp fur¬ 
ther to prepare it for... the man. 

JUDGMENT DAY 

I was as nervous as a yup¬ 
pie lost in south central Los 
Angeles. When he saw Robby 
arriving, big-wave master 
surfer and sailor Darrick 
Doerner said, “After you see 
him sail you’re just gonna get 
sick. 

. Robb y gave us some unreal 
input on how to tune the 
thing—/its way. See, we had 
made this prototype a little 
tame so that if someone ate it, 

the impact wouldn’t be as bad. 

ft should be higher, with 
more angle, and ... ” he said, 
lifting the back of it like so 
much light driftwood. 

We carried the ramp to the 
waters edge. I rigged up the 

anrh ^ ^ Id SWim to the 

anchor outside. Yeah, right' 

As I neared the rop e buoy 

2 nd p !* ed «P. P«hi„g 

z.°rr d - Grea,: 

,s . s mhngout,just blast- 
wg the sickest mutant moves 


N G 


ever, and I’m flailing just 20 
feet from the rope. 

“Need some help?” Robby 
was about five feet away, back- 
winding his sail and staying in 
exactly the same spot. He 
grabbed the front of the ramp, 
and the ramp slammed up and 
over my head. I frantically 
swam back to my pulling posi¬ 
tion. We reached the anchor 
rope in about a minute. 

Robby proceeded to blast 
off the ramp. Its comparatively 
tame nature prevented him 
from pulling his high-air 
moves, but he got some killer 
table-top launches. 

Commission completed, 
with zero damage to board 
bottom, fin and, most 
important, the man!—Ken Hill 
Ken Hill and Mark Hemperly 
are authors of The Wind¬ 
surfer’s Ramp Manual: How to 
Build and Launch Your Own 
Jump Ramp, from Ampramp 
Publishing, RO. Box 1841, 
Makawao, HI 96768, $29.95 
Postpaid. 


SPORTS MEDICINE 


Gain Without Pain 

Besides that cut you got 
-nthe staple as you opened 
the box containing your new 
windsurfer, a number of 
injuries are common among 
beginning windsurfers. 

Beginners usually face two 
primary problems: getting 
started and getting back to 



COMPROMISE! 





























where they started. Getting 
started causes most of the 
injuries, but getting back—or 
rather, not getting back—can 


cause the most serious injury. 

Beginners fall repeatedly 
and can spend hours climbing 
on the board, uphauling, sail¬ 
ing a few feet, falling and 
repeating the process. This 
results in any of several 


injuries. Foot lacerations are 
common as you step down 
from your board over and over 
while trying to get started. And 
as you fall repeatedly, you can 
scrape or bruise shins, knees 
and elbows on the board. 


L et’s review what 
most of us know 
about fog: It’s thick 
and white. It 
comes, it goes. When it’s 
overhead, the wind dies. On 
the other hand, fog brings 
wind too. 

Well, it's time to expand 
your knowledge of this 
weather phenomenon. 

Many factors contribute to 
fog’s formation, but these 
basics may clarify some of 
the mysteries. 

Fog can be divided into 
two basic types, radiation 
fog and advection fog. 
Although each has a differ¬ 
ent cause, the results are the 
same: Surface air gets cooled 

to its dew point—the tem¬ 
perature at which, based on 

the air's relative humidity, 
water condenses—water 

droplets appear, and the 
droplets form a cloud that 

balloons and spreads with 
I the prevailing winds. The 

“wetter” the air (i.e., the 

higher the dew point) the 
f less cooling is required; fog 

I fonns most readily in humid 

and/or cool climates 

I 

radiation fog 

Radiation fog forms as a 
I resuIt of heat radiating from 
the earth. It appears inland 
and near the shore around 
! Jmg 0 bodies of water when 
I overlying air reaches its dew 
j P°mt. Since clouds trap heat 
! at the earth’s surface, radia¬ 
tion fog occurs mostly on 

| aIear nights, especially dur¬ 
ing the winter when the 
nights are long. 

The degree to which this 
fog develops depends great¬ 
ly on surface wind condi- 

tions. Strong wind mixes 

; and lifts the surface air so 
f quantities of air get 
j oooled but none reaches its 
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Fog Facts 



dew point, so no fog forms. 
Under calm conditions radia¬ 
tion fog forms close to the 
ground over cold, damp sur¬ 
faces but doesn't spread. 
Light wind provides the per¬ 
fect environment for radia¬ 
tion fog. Carried by the 
breeze and influenced by 
gravity, the fog flows and 
spreads, collecting along the 
banks of lakes and rivers 
and filling valleys. 

You can expect radiation 
fog to begin clearing when 
the sun rises high enough to 
“melt” the top layer. As 

holes in the fog appear, heat 

penetrates to the earth’s 
surface, the earth warms, 
a nd the fog burns away 
from the bottom up until it 
breaks into a layer of stra- 
tocumulus clouds. 

But when a land or water 
surface is particularly cold 
and the air above it is rela¬ 
tively warm, a temperature 
aversion may form: Contrary 

to the norm, the tempera¬ 
ture of the atmospheric sur¬ 
face layer will actually 
increase with height. This is 
a stable condition, and the 

N g 


trapped fog likely will per¬ 
sist for extended periods. 
This is the case in southern 
California, where a semi-per- 
manent summertime inver¬ 
sion stabilizes the marine 
layer, fueling incredibly pre¬ 
dictable afternoon breezes. 

ADVECTION FOG 

Advection fog forms when 
moving air is cooled to its 
dew point either by moving 
across a cold surface or rising 
over a raised land mass. Of 
particular interest to ocean 
sailors is the "sea fog” pro¬ 
duced when oceanic air 
masses encounter frigid 
ocean currents. The Gulf of 
Maine and the San Francisco 
Bay provide two classic 
examples of recurring sea fog 

fed by cold near-shore cur¬ 
rents. Likewise, cold cur¬ 
rents fortify the sea breeze at 
Buzzard's Bay in Massachu¬ 
setts in spring and summer 

Along California's coast- 

ime, northwest winds 
swirling in from the Pacific 
fLgh generate upward 

movement, which intensi¬ 
fies surface-water cooling, 


Rubbing hands, forearn, 
and elbows raw on the „ 
skid as you climb on theboan 
is common. But sore hand 
backs and shoulders f ro S ’ 
uphauling are probably th" 
most common problems & 


strengthening sea fog 
winds. Although conditions 
appear similar along the 
Pacific Northwest coastline, 
the sea breeze there is 
weaker because current 
temperatures are relatively 
mild (and because there’s 
less inland heating). 

Sea fog forms most often 
in spring, when the water is 
coldest, and in summer, 
when the water is cold rela¬ 
tive to the land. Initial for¬ 
mation is patchy due to 
uneven sea surface tempera- i 
tures, and then the fog 
thickens into a solid layer. 
Depending on the gradation 
of current temperatures, the 
fog's boundary may be grad¬ 
ual or strikingly abrupt. 

Once a fog has formed, it 
persists as long as the water 
remains cold and the wind 
continues to provide addi¬ 
tional moisture. If prevailing 
winds exceed 10 knots, the 
fog base may lift, transform¬ 
ing into a solid sheet of stra¬ 
tus cloud. 

The easiest way to fore¬ 
cast sea fog is to record sea 
surface temperatures while 
keeping a daily record of the 
air’s dewpoint. When the 
two come close, fog is likely. 

Be on the lookout for sea fog 
whenever weather charts 
predict winds blowing pole- 
ward—toward cooler 
water—especially if the 
wind will have covered a 
great distance across water. 

If you're socked in deep, 
look for patches of clear sky 
over inland bays or coves 
downwind of headlands, 
where winds must cross a 
warm stretch of land. (See 
illustration.) 

Jf you can't find clear 
skies, get out your long- 
boards—or, take up 
golf! Elise MacGregor 
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beginner encounters. 

More serious problems I 
see regularly are hand and 
wrist fractures from falling 
onto a rock or other 
non-mobile obstruction. When 
learning to sail in a group, col¬ 
lisions can cause a host of 
injuries. 

AVOIDANCE RESPONSE 

Beginner injuries are usual¬ 
ly quite easily avoided. Here 
are some tips: 

ATTIRE: Wear at least a thin 
wetsuit to cushion your shins 
against the edge of the board 
and prevent board bums. The 
suit also keeps you somewhat 
floatier and gives you extra confi¬ 
dence that can help your sailing. 
Always wear foot protection and 
consider wearing gloves until 
youVe made some progress. 

TECHNIQUE: Take les¬ 
sons so you can learn to prop¬ 
erly uphaul, get sailing quickly 
and easily, and spend less time 



Bjorn Schrader proudly displays his 1984 World Cup 
quiver. Note the sails rolled onto the masts, the dozen 
or so boom rear ends and extensions, and the 
high-tech assortment of polycarbonite football and 
fence fins. Ten years ago these products were world 
class. Now they’re not even as good as the junk in 
your garage. 


just pulling the sail out of the 
water. (Proper technique pro¬ 
tects your back from injury 
too.) Stretch before and after 
sailing to avoid soreness. 
Scout out all hazards (rocks, 


boats, docks) and stay out of 
crowds. Avoid launches where 
lots of advanced sailors are 
sailing and likely to get in 
your way. 

HYPOTHERMIA: A sec- 


and begin sailing nicely k P 

have trouble turning Jotl 

and sailing back to where * 
started. If you get stuck out'- V 

the water, you can get in trou 

ble with exposure (hyp ot W 
mia). Water that’s only a w 
degrees cooler than body tem 
Perature can still sap Vo , ‘ 
body of heat and cause 
hypothermia. Wearing a Wet 
suit allows you much more 
time in the water before 
hypothermia begins. 

FOOTSTRAPS: Until you 
become fairly adept at sailing, 
don’t put footstraps on your 
board. For most beginners 
straps are just in the way; I see 
many sprained ankles and 
broken toes from tripping 
over them. 

Overall, windsurfing is a 
very safe sport, and with a lit¬ 
tle caution and preparation 
you can learn with minimal 
injury. Next month we’ll cover 
preventing and treating 
injuries common to intermedi¬ 
ates .-^Jeremy Stem M.D. 
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• Glued. Blindstitched and taped multi density full suit with 
Designed for high performance sailing or just hangin' our. 
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What motivates you? An 

intense desire to achieve great¬ 
ness and reach my potential. 
Who influences you most? 
Mom, in every way: emotionally, 
financially, spiritually. 
What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? Don’t do it 
unless you are prepared to 
struggle financially. 

What do you like most 
about windsurfing? The 
adrenaline rush of wavesailing 
on good days. The euphoric feel¬ 
ing after a long day on the water. 
Sponsors: 

Pro Tech, Yellow Strawberry, 
Global Salons, PowerBar. 


Favorite book: Playboy 
Favorite move: Fat aerials 
Windsurfing goal: 

To dominate. 

Words to live by: If you want 
to play with the big boys, y 0u 
gotta play with the best toys 
What motivates you? Love 
for the ocean and blazing the tor 
pros. Wavesailing. 

Who influences you most? 

Britt Dunkerbeck. 

What advice can you giy e 
an aspiring pro? 


H ave you ever 

wondered exact¬ 
ly who the top 
U.S. pros are? 

Well, here’s your chance to 
get a quick inside look at 
who travels the globe rep¬ 
resenting the U.S. on the 
World Cup circuit and what 
they’re all about .—Rick 
Markham and Kelly Moore | 


SIERRA EMORY, US-31 
Years windsurfing: 10 
Years as a pro: 4 
Current ranking: 12 
Home: Maui. 

Favorite book: Anything by 
Stephen King. 

Favorite move: Big waves. 
Windsurfing goal: To be No. 
1 overall on the World Cup. 
Words to live by: You only 
get to do it once, so enjoy it 
What motivates you? 


yourself. 

What motivates you? 

Adrenaline. Fear of failure. 
Satisfaction of accomplishment 

Who influences you most? 

My parents. 

What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? 

Move somewhere where you 
can train year-round. 
What do you like most 
about windsurfing? 

It’s an incredible amount of fun. 
Sponsors: Gaastra, Mistral, 
Quiksilver, Thule. 

KELLY MOORE, US-6 

Years windsurfing. 5 
Years as a pro: 2-1/2 
Current ranking: 12 
Home: 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
Favorite book: 

Way of the Peaceful Warrior and 
Fit for Life. 

Favorite move: Forward loop 
and aerial off the lip. 
Windsurfing goal: 

To be No. 1 in waves and to 
make money. 

Words to live by: Live and 
learn. Persistence pays. 


an gela^ochban 


ANGELA COCHRAN, 
US-21 

Years windsurfing: 10 
Years as a pro: 5 
Current ranking: 4 
Home: Maui. 
Favorite book: 
Princess Smartypants. 

Favorite move: 

Back loop/wave 360. 
Windsurfing goal: To retire. 
Words to live by: 

Ben & Jerry’s. 

What motivates you? 
Wavy Gravy. 

Who influences you most? 

Mom, brother and sister. 
What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? 

Learn to play golf. 

What do you like most 
about windsurfing? Freedom. 

Sponsors: Danskin, JetSet, 
Neil Pryde, PowerBar, Da Kine. 

robby NAISH, US-1111 

Years windsurfing: 19 
Years as a pro: 12 
Current ranking: 4 


Go all out or don’t go! 

What do you like most 
about windsurfing? 

Smacking fat barreling lips at 
Hookipa. 

Sponsors: 

Mistral, Old Spice, North Sails, 
Angulo Hawaii. 

micah buzianis, 

US-34 

Years windsurfing: 10 
Years as a pro: 4 
Current ranking: 24 
Home: Maui. 
Favorite book: 
Anything by Louis L’Amour. 
Favorite move: 

Aerial off the lip. 

Windsurfing goal: 

10 finish in the top five in ’ 94 . 


SIERRA EMORY 


Becoming a better sailor. Winning. 

Who influences you most 9 

My wife, Angie Renfro. 

What advice can you give 
c«. “ as PWngpro? 

7 Shck with .L Ride out the downs 

' with the ups. 

What do you like most 

R . ab ®“ twi *» d surfing? 

Being able to travel and have fun 
with friends. 

Sponsor*: Sail works, Shredder 
Chiemsee, Neil Pryde. 

JOSHANGULo.US.il 

Years windsurfing: 10 

Years as a pro: 5 

Current ranking: 19 


TAKE THE DESERT 
BY STORM! 

Uncrowded beaches, towering cactus, 
tabletop mountains and 20-40 
knots of wind daily, make Baja a 
premiere windsurfing destination. 

$800 Includes 7 nights camping, all 
meals, all drinks, equipment (wave gear), 
taxes & service charges. Airfare not included. 

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE. 
CALL TODAY! 

1 - 800 - 635-1155 
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Home: Kailua, Hawaii. 

Favorite book: 
Jonathan Livingston Seagull. 

Favorite move: Big loops. 
Windsurfing goal: Perfection. 
Words to live by: Listen to 

WINDSOR 




' W60'Cup sailbaard^gs^rMarco Copello's 
absein fact. The incor'pbrMobofCopello s 
- No-Nose | design into the 1994 Fanatic Series 
has made it the most revolutionary sailboard i 
lineiri windsurfing history. J 

To achieve this state-of-the-art shape. m 

Copello redistributes volume from the ^ 

bow to the tail where it's needed 


NEW! 
Limited 
Edition 
i FANATIC 
i SKA TE 


most. 

This high-volume, flatter tail delivers 
split second planing and limitless top 
end speed. The new. low volume bow 
features a much narrower nose with 
added scoop. This special nose design 
allows you to sail in total control at 
high speeds... even in choppy water. 
It's no wonder Copello shapes have 
been dominating World Cup Racing 
for the past 3 years. 

Keeping with Fanatic's goal of 
providing performance sailboards to 
windsurfers of all levels, these hot 
'94 shapes are available in all three 
Fanatic constructions - the light¬ 
weight Mega Series, the carbon 
composite Ultra Series and the 
super-strong Fure Series. 

To talk with the Fanatic expert 
nearest you and touch one of 
these exciting new boards today, 
simply call toll-free: 

1-800-256-9464 

There s sure to be a Fanatic board 
that hits your sailing style right 
on the nose. 


FANATIC PURE 

































f Words to live by: None. 
What motivates you? Trying 
new maneuvers. 

Who influences you most? 

My whole family. 

What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? 

Don’t do \t Or, be 
innovative—don’t copy anyone. 
What do you like most 
about windsurfing? 
Being alone on the water rip¬ 
ping, with wind and big waves. 
Sponsors: 

North Sails, Logosz, Visual 
Speed, F2, NSI, Pro Motion, 
Kalama Fins, Oakley. 


Words to live by: 

Don’t do tomorrow what you can 
do today. 

What motivates you? 
Maui. Hard-core music. Charles 
Barkley. Myself. 

Who influences you most? 
Piere Jeangirard, who taught me 
about racing and traveling. 
What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? None. 
What do you like most 
about windsurfing? 
Being alone on the water. 
Sponsors: 

North Sails, 3/fourth Wetsuits, 
Stretch Boards, Revo Sunglasses. 


Years as a pro: 3 
Current ranking: 39 
Home: Salt Lake City. 

Favorite book: 

Lately, The Pelican Brief. 
Favorite move: 

Sick high forward or back loop. 
Windsurfing goal: To go to 
the top and always have fun! 
Words to live by: 

Never say never. 

What motivates you? Unreal 
conditions. Friendly people. The 
fourth discipline. 

Who influences you most? 
My girlfriend, Jill. Family and 
friends. 

What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? 

Work hard and don’t even think 
about giving up, even when 
things aren’t so good. Sail 
as much as possible. 

What do you like most 
about windsurfing? The trav¬ 
el. A great day sailing with good 
friends. And, there’s not a rush 
like it anywhere. 
Sponsors: 

Aloe Up, Chums, Jantzen, 
Volkswagen, Neil Pryde. 


Who influences you most? 

Family and friends. 
What advice can you giv Q 
an aspiring pro? 

Have a good time and live some¬ 
where where it’s windy. Sail lots. 
What do you like most 
about windsurfing? 
Always moving around on the 
water. Freedom of expression. 
Sponsors: BIC Sport, UP Sails, 
Da Kine, Body Glove. 

DREW FARRIOR, US-35 
Years windsurfing: 8 
Years as a pro: 4 
Current ranking: n/a 
Home: Orinda, California, in the 
summer, Paia, Maui, in winter. 
Favorite book: Fear and 
Loathing in Las Vegas. 
Favorite move: 

Hand drag (just kidding). 

Windsurfing goal: 

To kick ass and have fun. 
Words to live by: Live life. 
What motivates you? 

0tlier sailors who rip. Old guys 
who keep kicking. Goals. 
Who influences you most? 
My parents. My friends who 
sail. Beavis and Butthead. 
What advice can you give 


JOSH STONE, US-6 
Years windsurfing: 11 
Years as a pro: 2 
Current ranking: 63 
Home: Kailua, Hawaii. 
Favorite book: East of Eden. 

Favorite move: 

A fat, tweaked, off-the-lip aerial. 
Windsurfing goal: To be 
wavesailing champion. 
Words to live by: 

Don’t snake my wave. 
What motivates you? 
Inner desire. 

Who influences 
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HCS: reinforcement and dampening system 
placed under the footstraps of the 254,257,260 
and 268. Crushed decks are a thing of the past, 
and landings are more comfortable. 

FOOTGRIPII: new integral pad perfectly 
integrated to the deck. Optimum comfort and 
traction, thanks to a new material with 
polyester fabric laminated onto PE foam by 
thermoforming. 


MATT PRITCHARD. 
US-93 

Years windsurfing: 8 
Years as a pro: 2 
Current ranking: 27 
Home: Sun City, California. 

Favorite book: 

How to Swim with Sharks 
Without Being Eaten Alive. 
Favorite move: Wave 360. 
Windsurfing goal: 

To be No. 1. 

Words to live by: 


FIN SYSTEM: new fins in G10 on Slalom 
Race and Bump & Jump, and epoxy on 
World Cup Wave. New adaptor system for 
ivM other brands. 


improved compatibility i... 

Conic Box on all boards, even the VRs. 


you most? 
My wife, Susan. 

What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? Practice 
hard and believe in yourself. 
What do you like most 
about windsurfing? 

The exhilaration and freedom. 
Sponsors: 

Neil Pryde Jet Set, Oakley. 
Stretch Boards. 

SCOTT TRUDON, US-22 
Years windsurfing: 10 
Years as a pro: 7 

Current ranking: n/a 

Home: Maui 
book-, ne Finn. 
Favorite jnoue: Crack ^ „ 
Windsurfing goal: 

I o enjoy myself. I 
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t? .™J af ^motivates you? g 

3eati!g S m y'2^|J’ ngsessi ? ns - 5 

°y peers in comDetitfnn 


Desire is the key to motivation; 
a commitment to excellence will 
enable you to attain success. 

What motivates you? 
Commitment to an unrelenting 
pursuit of my goal. 

Who influences you most? 

My brother, Kevin. 

What advice can you give 
an aspiring pro? 

Work hard. 

What do you like most 
about windsurfing? 

There’s always a new challenge. 

Sponsors: 

Gaastra, F2, O’Neill Wetsuits. 
Oakley, Rainbow Fins. 

WCK MARKHAM, US-91 
Years windsurfing: 12 


CHRIS WYMAN, US-003 
Years windsurfing: 10 
Years as a pro: 2 
Current ranking: 59 
Home: Boise, Idaho, 
favorite book: Vie Shining. 
Favorite move: 
One-handed tabletop 
Windsurfing goal: 


For your full colour Tiga brochure and the name of your nearest 
Tiga retailer, please contact: 

Adventure Sport Inc. 1607 N. W. 84 th Ave. - MIAMI FL. 33126 - U.S.A. 

Tel: (305) 591.3922 - Fax: (305) 716.9930. 
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268 SLR: 

High-wind slalom, 
No Nose, double¬ 
concave. 
Duratene, HCS. 
length: 268 cm. 
width • 56.4 cm. 
vol: 881. 


284 SLR: 

Medium-wind 
slalom board. 

No Nose, double¬ 
concave. Duratene, 
length: 284 cm. 
width: 56.5 cm, 
vol: 1101. 


260 ACR: 

High-wmd race 
slalom, double¬ 
concave. 
Duratene. HCS. 
length 260 cm. 
width 55 2 cm. 
vol 881 


298 LWR: 

Light wind. 

No Nose, double¬ 
concave, 
thermoformed. 
length 298 cm. 
width 60 7 cm. 
vol 1251 


275 ACR: 

Medium-wind 
course racing, 
double-concave. 
Duratene. 
length 275 cm, 
width 55 cm. 
vol 1151 


285 LWR : 

Light wind, 
double-concave, 
thermoformed. 
length 285 cm. 
width 57 cm. 
vol 1161 
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TIPS FROM r o b b y 

THE RIGHT HARNESS 



LEVEL-A1I levels 
WIND-Any conditions 
BOARD-Any board 

W hich harness should 
you use—the waist, 
seat or chest? Well, 
there’s no right or wrong; it all 
depends on what works best 
for you. 

I estimate that 80 percent 
of sailors today use seat har¬ 
nesses. The seat harness 
takes more pressure off your 
hands and arms than other 
types, therefore making it 
easier to sail. However, I 
rarely use a seat harness 
because of lower back prob¬ 
lems and the fact that I don’t 
seem to sail as fast with my 
style of sailing. Instead I use a 
chest harness for slalom and 
course racing and a waist har¬ 
ness for wavesailing or recre¬ 
ational sailing. 

I like a waist harness when 
wavesailing because it frees 
my upper body completely for 
twisting maneuvers and swim¬ 
ming. If I’m wavesailing, swim¬ 
ming is usually part of the pro¬ 
gram: Chances are I’ll fall off 
and have to chase my rig. If 
you’ve ever tried swimming in 
a chest harness, you know it 
can be a bit of a problem, 
especially if the surf is big and 
you have to swim fast. The 
waist harness gives me 
greater mobility. 

Using a chest harness for 
racing gives me more control 
of my rig because the hook 
position is slightly higher. 
Even if the waist harness has a 
hook in the same position, I’m 
still faster in the chest harness 
just because it better suits my 
sailing style and is more com¬ 
fortable in the long run. 
Sometimes I switch harness 
types while testing race sails 


and I always see a noticeable 
improvement in speed when I 
go to the chest harness. 

A seat harness enhances a 
different type of sailing—a 
sit-down style using the 
largest area of mass on your 
body as the center of effort for 
the boom connection and the 
harness lines. I can sail fine 
with a seat harness, but it just 
doesn’t suit my style and, with 
my slight lower back prob¬ 
lems, I’ve found it’s better not 
to use it. 

Sailors should use whatev¬ 
er they’re most comfortable 
with because no harness type 
is better than another. There 
are very capable wavesailors 
using all three types. A lot of 
the Maui guys use chest har¬ 
nesses, Jason Polakow and I 
use waist harnesses, and 


SETUP BASICS 

LEVEL-AU levels 
WIND-Any conditions 

BO ARD-IMC O 


T here are a lot of 
things to set up 
properly, on both 
the board and 
yourself, when you’re just 
getting started. Here's a 
list of what to take care of 
first. 

BOOM HEIGHT: On the 
IMCO board you have to 
adjust your boom height so 
you can sail in a hanging 
stance. While standing on 
the board with the rig 
directly in front of your 
body, the boom should be 
no lower than the top of 
the shoulders and no high¬ 
er than the top of your 


Bjorn Dunkerbeck and Anders 
Bringdal use seat harnesses. 
In my opinion, a seat harness 
in the waves is ridiculous, but 
there are some top wave- 
sailors using them. In race 
sailing Robert Teriitehau, I 
and others use chest harness¬ 
es, while almost everyone else 

PIC 


head. You want to feel that 
you’re reaching up for the 
boom while sailing. If the 
boom is too low, you won’t 
be able to hang your body 
weight down through the 
rig. This will take away 
the ability to control the 
railing of the board, which 
will in turn lessen your 
ability to fine-tune your 
technique. 

HARNESS TYPE: I use a 
seat harness because, com¬ 
pared with a waist or chest 
harness, it allows me to 
hang my weight on the rig 
more easily. However, if 
you’re just getting used to 
the harness, you should 
probably go with a chest 
harness at first. It will 
make hooking in and un¬ 
hooking easy; you can grad¬ 
uate to a seat harness later. 

HARNESS LINES: You 
definitely should use 


uses seat harnesses. One type 
is not faster than the other; it’s 
just a matter of what’s comfort¬ 
able. 


ROBBY NAISH is a multi¬ 
ple world champion. He's spon¬ 
sored by Mistral , Gaastra, 
Quiksilver and Thule. 

GOLD 


adjustable harness lines. 
Da Kine and Windsurfing 
Hawaii adjustables work 
well, and you can make 
your own using the CL 253 
trapeze cleat (manufac¬ 
tured by Clam Cleat of 
England) and some 
3/8-inch line. When the 
harness lines are set short, 
the loop should be a little 
shorter than the distance 
from the boom to your 
elbow, measured while 
gripping the boom. When 
long, they should be about 
6 inches longer than your 
elbow. 

CENTERBOARD: If you 
have a new board fresh 
from the factory, the cen¬ 
terboard won't have as 
snug a fit in the center- 
board well as you’ll need. 
Shim the centerboard well 
by removing it from the 
board and gluing Mylar 
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(the thick Mylar sail mak¬ 
ers use for making sail 
patterns) to its outer sides. 
After you put the center- 
board well back in the 
board, insert the center- 
board and see if it has a 
tight fit. If not, remove the 
well again and shim it 
with more Mylar. 

You’ll also want to shim 
the centerboard so that it 
won't come down on the 
reaches in windy condi¬ 
tions. Do this by gluing 
foam into the back of the 
centerboard well (use con¬ 
tact cement) so that when 
the centerboard is retract¬ 
ed into the hull, its tip 
rests on the foam. (Pro 
Grip or any of the foam 
used on deckpads works 
great.) Adjust the tightness 
by varying the thickness 
and position of the foam. 



Gebhardt recommends rigging your booms no lower than the 
top of the shoulder and no higher than the top of your head. 


FIN POSITION: When 
the fin is all the way back 
in the finbox, its trailing 
edge is so close to the tail 
of the board that it can 
suck air down from the 
surface, causing ventila¬ 
tion and spinout. To pre¬ 
vent spinout, and to make 
the board easy to tack and 
jibe, I position my fin as 
far forward as it will go. 

MAST TRACK: The 
Mistral track works well, 
but the pedal has two 


weaknesses when it comes 
to racing: It can fall down 
into the inactive position— 
you have to reach down 
and reposition it with your 
fingers if that happens— 
and it’s small, which 
means it can be hard to 
find during a mark round¬ 
ing. Fortunately Mistral 
has two products that 
make the pedal easier to 
use in a race. One is a red 
snap-on plastic fitting that 
locks the pedal in the 


active position. The oth 
is a bigger pedal that’s 61 
easy to find when y ou 
have to step on it. 

BOOTIES: About half 
the windsurfers at the l ast 
Olympics wore booties, So 
opinion on the subject i s 
obviously divided. I like to 
use them because they 
give me maximum traction 
when I'm pumping the sail 
and they let me kick the ’ 
centerboard and mast 
track pedal without worry- 
ing about trashing my feet 
CAMBER INDUCERS: 
The cams in the IMCO sail 
are fitted with friction 
guards designed to reduce 
wear on the mast. Unfor¬ 
tunately the guards inter¬ 
fere with proper rotation of 
the cams. Get rid of them. 

MIKE GEBHARDT, a 1988 
and 1992 Olympic medalist, is 
sponsored by Mistral, Rushwind, 
NoLimitz and Da Kine. 
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SET UP: Head off the wind, 
unhook your harness and 
stand the rig upright. 


SINK DOWN: Bend your 
knees forward to lower your 
center of gravity. 


MAKING A CONSTANT CARVE 


^•EVEL-Intennediate 

bump-and-jump 

WIND- 15 knots and above 

BOARD-Bump-and-jump, 

high-wind slalom and 

waveboard 


T he term “constant 
carve” describes a 
smooth, arcing jibe. 
It’s a universal jibing tech- 

o 


mque in which you apply and 
maintain extreme pressure 
with your back leg over the 
leeward rail. This is a key 
technique to carving jibes in 
bump sailing conditions. 

. Learning how to establish 
an edge” will enable you to 
Push hard and bury the lee- 

7 P l rd t in rou &h water 
(Photo 4). As a result you’ll 
increase board control—allow¬ 
ing you to plane through your 


w 
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PRESSURE POINTS: Shift 
your rig and body weight for¬ 
ward and apply pressure 
over the leeward rail. 

jibes with confidence. 

Always concentrate on 
keeping your knees bent. As 

you can see from studying the 

Photos, this lowers your cen¬ 
ter of gravity (Photo 2) so you 

can absorb the bounce created 

from choppy water. 

. Cra n k into the jibe by lean- 
mg your body and rig forward 

Ph^ e sw* 011 0fthe turn 
(Photo 3). At this point you 

must be aggressive—and 

maintain extreme pressure on 

rail—to carve through the 

bumps. To continue your com 



be AGGRESSIVE: Bury 
the leeward rail and drive 
into the turn with consistent 
pressure on your back leg. 


stant carve, don't release the 
pressure of your back leg 
(Photo 4). Jibing on a swell 
can help bank your turn with 
speed. 

Jibing in rough water is 
like skiing down a challenging 
mogul run: Once you find your 
rhythm, the rest of the moun¬ 
tain seems easy. 

IAN BOYD is sponsored by 
North Sails, F2, O'Neill Wetsuits, 
Rainbow Fin Company and 
Hi-Tech. His bump-and-jump 
clinic travels nationwide. 



Name: Matt Pritchard 


Address: Sun City, CA and Kailua, Maui, HI 

Honors Won: 1993 Killer Loop Classic Champion 

Tudor Watch Boardsailor of the Year 
#1 Ranked U.S. Junior Boardsailor 


Quote: 


Energy Ban 



Tm out to win. I have a three-year plan to win the World Championships 
with no excuses, from my equipment to my physical condition." 


"PowerBar. Malt-Nut and Apple-Cinnamon 
are my favorites. They keep me stoked when 
I need my energy level to be high. I eat them 
when I'm out on the water, training on dry lam 
and sometimes just as a snack." 


$1.69 ea. 
Fafc 2g. 
Protein: 10g, 
Carbohydrate: 42g. 


For a free Guide to Nutrition and Energy, call 800-444-5154. 
free information circle 83 on reader service card 












































CARVIMG jibes 

JIBE AROUND THE CLOCK 


LEVEL-Intermediate to 
advanced 
WIND-12-30 knots 
BOARD-Shortboard, 
slalom or waveboard 


Mi 


M any sailors get 
confused 
about when 
they should 
execute the various steps 
of a jibe: when to initiate, 
how far to carve, when to 
release the sail, etc. If this 
is your problem, you can 
solve it by imagining 
you’re jibing around the 
face of a clock: The wind 
direction is 12:00; you usu¬ 
ally initiate your jibe at 
3:00 (beam reach); you 
carve the board from 3:00 
all the way around to 9:00; 
you begin to rotate the sail 
at 6:30 or 7:00; and you 
complete it by 8:00. That’s 
how it works if your tim¬ 
ing is good. 

Unfortunately it's easy 
to get your timing wrong. 
Instead of starting your 
turn at 3:00, you may 
broad reach until 4:30 and 
then begin to carve. 
Although this works well 
when you’re underpow¬ 
ered, it can cause you to be 
too far back on the board 
when you're powered up. 

So remember that in most 
cases you should start 
carving at 3:00. 

As for rotating the sail 
to the new tack, you may 
make the mistake of 
releasing the boom too 
soon, say, at 5:00 or 5:30. 

This makes rotating the 
sail to the new tack diffi¬ 
cult and can cause you to 
stop carving your turn 
altogether. Another mis¬ 
take is to release the sail 
too late, say, at 8:00 or 
9:00. Aside from causing 
the board to lose all speed 

& 


this error makes it almost 
impossible for you to flip 
the sail and sheet in with¬ 
out sinking the tail and 
falling in backward. 

Keep it in mind, then, to 
jibe around the clock. You’ll 
improve your timing. 

Leading instructor CORT 
LARNED is spotisored by 
Seatrend, Gaastra, NoLimitz, 
Gulftech, Off the Wall, 
PowerBar, Fin Works, Visual 
Speed, Sailboard Vacations, 
Robichaud Batten Systems, 
Body Glove and VooDoo. 
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BATTEN UP 

LEVEL- All levels 
WIND -Any conditions 
BOARD- Any board 

I f you have a tired, old sail 
or one that’s just a couple 
years out of date, you may 
be able give it new life by 
replacing the old battens with 
new, stiffer ones. 

Regular readers of this 
magazine know one of the 
major improvements in sail 
design a couple years ago was 
the use of super-stiff battens. 


Stiff tubular and foam-sand¬ 
wich battens gave race sails 
more draft stability and range 
than ever before; they made 
sails easier to control and 
faster. 

Since then, every sail with 
any hope of going fast has had 
stiff battens. Of all the possible 
improvements to your equip¬ 
ment you can make, better 
battens will probably give you 

the most speed per dollar 
spent. 

How do you know if your 
sail has stiff battens? Pull out 
the batten just above the 
boom. If you can bend it dou¬ 


ble or tie it in a knot, it’s not 
stiff. 

Now, go to your dealer or 
call Robichaud Batten Systems 
and get some recommenda¬ 
tions on how you can soup up 
your sail. (Different sails 
require different battens.) 
New battens won’t help every 
sail, but they will help most. 
You’ll be amazed at the 
improvement. 

BIMd DUFFY conducts class¬ 

es in the North Sails University 
o) Speed and is sponsored by 
orth Sails, F2, Voight Custom, 
Bare Wetsuits and Oakley. 
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SQUARING UP 


USVEL-Intennediate 

WIND -15+ knots 
BOARD-SIalom board 


M 1 any of my stu¬ 
dents who 
have learned 
to get their 
°ar? onto a plane, but 
arent comfortable once 

Planing, have this problem- j 
™ey tend to keep their 
hips and torso turned 
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N D S U R F I N G 


Smith dernonstrato^^^^^* 

the rail 0 f the board andyourshouhf* y ° Ur hips para,,el with 
y or Shoulders parallel with your hips- 



1 me rasTest sails in the group, and possibly the fastest.” 

. . . -Windsurfing Magazine/April, 1994 

speed nght from the start.” 

_ -Performance Windsurf ReportZMay, 1994 


Robert Teriitehau 

UP Sails Team Rider 
Nationality: New Caladonia 
93 PBA Ranking: 2nd ovei 
Current Residence: Maui 



































wmaubva 



iss^Kisa 

igltback up with your back arm si 


toward the front of the 
board as if they were still 
working to get onto a 
plane. The result is they 
have trouble sheeting in 
fully once they’re on a 
plane and thus seldom sail 
at full speed. The solution 
to this problem is what I 
call "squaring up.” 

When squaring up, start 
at the feet. Make sure your 
feet point across the board 
rather than toward the bow. 
Next, make sure your hips 


are parauex wiui uic iau, 
and your shoulders are over 
and parallel with your hips. 
Finally, form a rectangle 
with your arms, chest and 
boom—not a rigid, uncom¬ 
fortable rectangle, but sort 
of a relaxed one. Your 
shoulders should be rolled 
toward the boom and your 
chest should be concave. 

You should be able to 
assume this stance whether 
you’re planing fast and in the 
footstraps or slow-planing 
out of the straps. It’s a very 
different stance from the one 
that works at sub-planing 


some getting used to. 

As you become more 
skilled, you’ll depart from 
the square stance, especial¬ 
ly when beating upwind or 
broad reaching. Until then, 
however, improve your 
speed and comfort while 
planing on a beam reach 
by squaring up. 

RHONDA SMITH is a five¬ 
time world champion. She 
shares her knowledge through 
her Windsurfing Center in the 
Gorge and instructional camps 
around the world. 


BOOM BOXING 

LEVEL-Beginner to inter¬ 
mediate 

WIND-Less than 7 knots 
BOARD- Any board 

I t is important that your arms 
work independently while 
sailing. When one arm is 
pulling, the other is stationary 
or pushing. Watch an expert 
freestyler closely and you’ll 
notice that in most sail tricks 
the front and back arms move 
separately. Spending time prac¬ 
ticing controlling your sail on 
the beach can help improve 
your sailing skills on the water. 
“Boom boxing” is not only the 


coolest way to dry off your sail, 
but it’s also a learning tool. 

In order to “boom box,” 
attach a sail on land to an old 
sailboard or a small piece of 
plywood with a universal 
attached (or purchase a prac¬ 
tice pivot). While standing 
with one foot on each side of 
the universal or the leeward 
side of the sail, “balance the 
triangle”—balance the sail by 
leaning the mast to wind¬ 
ward. 

Backwind the sail by plac¬ 
ing one hand on each side of 
the balance point of the boom, 
keeping your hands with 
palms open as you pressure 
the boom. (See photos.) Push 
with the front arm, and the sail 

/v/ / ‘: 


should fall toward the ground. 
Then push with the back arm, 
and the sail should rise. 
Repeat. The goal is to have the 
sail almost touch the ground, 
then “box” it back up to you. 

So on the next hot summer 
day, dust the cobwebs off that 
old longboard and try sailing 
on the leeward side of the sail, 
controlling the sail with “boom 
boxing.” 


ANDY BRANDT, head 
instructor for ABK Sports, is 
sponsored by UP Sails, BIC 
Sport, PowerBar, North Shore 
Inc., Fin Works, Aerotech, 
Dad’s Easy Spray, Sandy Point 
Sailboards, Body Glove, Roberts 
Signs and Zeiner Harnesses 
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) B Is , there a typj 

>n cal rhythm t„ 
wave sets? So oft 
find myself go i ng 1 
through a big „ ' 
only to come in before 
the next set arrives 
Any tricks or sugg es i 
tlons? 

q No two swells 
are the same, So 
intervals between sets 
vary widely. You have 
to play each day by ear. 
Patience and vigilance 
are the key virtues. 

Patience means stay¬ 
ing outside the break 
until a good set comes 
through. If you must 
catch a wave between 
sets, don’t take it all the 
way in. 

Jibe before you go so 
far that getting back out 
is a time-consuming 
chore, and make sure 
you stay in enough 
wind that you can 
quickly blast back out 
to the lineup when a 
set comes. 

Vigilance means 
keeping an eye on the 
horizon, looking for j 
sets at all times. A lot 
of riders will sail out, 
working upwind until 
they see the next set, 
then jibe or tack in 
front of it. Even when 
you're riding a wave, 
you should steal glances 
to seaward to see what’s 
coming. 

Once you’re in the ! 
rhythm, you’ll get a 
sense of what the 
interval between sets 
is and begin to auto- j 
tnatically put yourself 
outside at the right 
time. 


Please send questions about 
f techniques to Q&A Editor; 

i Windsurfing Magazine; 

P-O. Box 2456, Winter 
Park, Florida 32790. 



Designed by 4-time World 
Windsurfing Champion Ken 
Winner, the new Kneesurfer 
lets your whole family go 
sailing the first time out... 
even if they’ve never sailed 
before. In less then 5 minutes 
they’ll be sailing on 
a reach, tacking 
and jibing. It’s that 
simple to use. 

The Kneesurfer’s 
inflatable hull is extremely 
comfortable to sail. It has 
enough volume to easily float 
two adults at the same time. 
And because it utilizes Ken 
Winners “No Rig” system, 
it snaps 
together 
in seconds. 

Therere 
no knots, no lines, no clamps 
and no hassles. 



K 0042 



YOUR 

ENTIRE 

FAMILY 

OFFTHE 

BEACH 

AND 


ON THE 
WATER 



THE NEW 

KEN WINNER DESIGN 
KNEESURFER. 
EASY TO RIG... 
EVEN EASIERTOSAIL 

Free information circle 94 on reader service card 



More than just a windsurfer, 
the new Kneesurfer does it all. 

Simply remove the 


sail and paddle it 
like a kayak, catch 


waves with it or pull it behind a 
boat at full-speed like a tube. 

It even converts into a comfort¬ 
able beach cabana. 

Best of all, because the new 
Kneesurfer is light 


weight and totally 
collapsible, it fits in 
the trunk of any size car. So 
there’s no need to buy an expen¬ 
sive rack. And at only $ 299 
complete, it sells for less than 
half the price of any other 
windsurfer on the market 
To place an order call toll- 

free: 1-800-843-7873, 
Fax: 305-822-2839. 

And get your family off the 
beach and on the water today! 
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The ideal windsurfing trip takes lists, luck and the 


realization that you should only worry about the 


things you can control. 






































t was our first night in Costa 
Rica, and we were driving 


BY JIM SCHULER 




» Rica, and we were driving quality.... v ' , atc r 

the roller-coaster road that follows the western shore And now, whether that cyclopean magmatic mamm 
of Lake Arenal looking for the Villas Alpino, when our miles from the thin roof of my cabana would blow ^ Ust 15 

headlights locked_, 0 l canic mud °” «*., 

onto a sign that said. flaek.iw^- 10 of rm, 

"Caution: Active vi 


cano area. Be aware of ai 
unusual activity.” 

To a guy from Wisconsin,; 
active volcano is itself an unusu 
activity. And it stirred unusu; 
disturbing reactions in me: 
deep, primeval uneasiness, ai 
sudden insights into the logic 
human sacrifice. 

Buried under the roily wate 
of Lake Arenal there is inspir 
tion for this: the remains of ; 
pre-Columbian settlements th 
were incinerated in an eruptk 
of the volcano thousands of yea 
ago. I imagine the unfortuna 
Mayan trader who died ther 
Stopped for the night on his jou 
ney from Tikal to the emeral 
mines in Colombia, he pondei 
his checklist of glyphs—obsidie 
blade, jade amulet, quetzal feat] 
ers, flint—but there’s still th; 
nagging feeling of something fo 
gotten. And then the rumbl 
starts and the lire from the cei 
ter of the earth envelopes th 
stars. The virgin—1 forgot to sen 
nfice the virgin! he thinks, but 
is too late.... 

A bulb of enlightenment flick- 


a 

Hly 


flash-fried corpse. 

Don’t worry about what „ 
can’t control. There’s plen j 0 ". 
other details to keep you ^ 
So this is a story of those detail 
how to plan a windsurfing trin 
Costa Rica-or any place, fj 
that matter and avoid as many 
as possible unpleasant surprises^ 


-- cAaayerauon 


Decide Who’s Going 
Where—and Why 

The first part of any windsurf 

ing trip is deciding where to go, 
and I ran into confusion right 
away. Part of the confusion was 
that an undefined number of 
other people were involved, 
which leads me to my first rule of 
windsurfing travel: Go with as few 
people as possible—ideally, alone. 

My tongue is somewhere near 
my cheek as I write this; I did 
end up traveling with a group of 
nine and enjoyed the company. 
But the difficulty of decision mak¬ 
ing increases exponentially with 
every additional person involved, 
one reason I don’t mind traveling 
by myself. Solitude is a rare and 
precious thing in my life and can 

But this trip was never inf*,? attraction in itself, 

idea for a Costa Rica trip was i5^1 J be a sol ° i° u ™ey. The 
fester. Three months later weT* by friends and Ieft t0 
fares and the like, and one n f ^ aded we shou M check out air- 

the ticket. With cold weather de^ decided Margarita was 
weather descending we were an easy sell 


yrafe aescendmg we were an easy 

tent refrains ramo ^ j , 


One of my life's constant refrains , 

about what you can’t control. l^usH’d won ? 

ned, tried to take care of as manv imnori • rlain y ’ ^ not wor- 


layout of the area. Where my todehte oouw ' Physical 


°”“teSre an<1 " ,ndy ' 

mg on whom you asked— tbr ^ e was growing to—depend- 
Gary’s lault He, one of the nrim C f n . Sbc and a dozen. Which was 
shop and is customer-friendi^l 3 tn r umv * rate , owns a windsurfing 
asked about Gaiys winter trs/ ,° , a ^ au * t- Whenever a customer 
invited them. For all I knew i? 3 ”?’ be not on ly told them, he 
need to charter a 747 ’ ^ dle time we left in January, we’d 





Then someone heard that a trip to Margarita could devastate 
your intestinal flora. The rumor grew as large as our still-expand- 
ing travel group as lt circulated, until going to Margarita meant 
risking death by dysentery ,n some ill-equipped field hospital 


basics of wind, water, good equipment, edible food and a host 
population that does not want to use you as part of a political 
statement. But get beyond those; get nit-picky about what per¬ 
sonally provides your ya-yas. My wants are fairly simple: a clean, 


WINDSURFERS ARE SECOND ONLY TO 'FISHERMEN 


IN THEIR ABILITY TO EXAGGERATE AND JUST 
PLAIN LIE ABOUT THEIR EXPERIENCES. 


I might have second-guessed our second thoughts about 
Margarita except I later learned it was a flat-water, 5.0, Aruba 
kind of place which wasn’t the kind of sailing I wanted to travel 
for anyway. So even if I’d avoided a protracted stay in el baiio I 
would’ve suffered a more gut-wrenching fate: different windsurf¬ 
ing conditions than I’d expected. 

Which brings me to my second planning rule: Know what 
you're getting before you get there, or you’ll get... well, really disap¬ 
pointed. And while it’s bad to travel to a great spot and get 
skunked, at least the fact that it’s not your fault spares you psy¬ 
chic self-flagellation. But if you go to a spot with conditions you 
don’t enjoy, you deserve all the guilt you can heap upon yourself. 

But knowing what you’re getting isn’t an easy task. 
Windsurfers are second only to fishermen in their ability to exag¬ 
gerate, obfuscate and just plain lie about their experiences. It’s 
not vindictiveness, but well-intentioned superstition; many seem 
to believe that catching wind—or fish—depends on enthusiastic 
embellishment of actual conditions. Then there’s also that ego 
thing—no one likes to admit they were skunked. 

So you need to check as many sources as possible, compare 
accounts and sort out what you think may reside in the vicinity 
of the truth. And, like soliciting dates through the classifieds, 
photos are always appreciated. 

There was fairly reliable consensus that Costa Rica offered 
what I wanted in a windsurfing vacation: wind and lots of it, some 
waves, not a lot of people, affordable prices, fresh water and exot¬ 
ic tropical flora, fauna and geography to boot In short, I would 
be challenged but not overwhelmed by the sailing, and if the 
wind failed to show, there was plenty else to do. 

So it was back to the original plan: Costa Rica—and all that 
was left to sweat were the details. And because details can make 
or break your vacation, they’re worth some perspiration. 

If Your Plans Aren’t “Best-Laid”... 

Let’s assume your windsurfing vacations are like mine: pre¬ 
cious things, rewards you work toward, fantasies you flesh out in 
yearning and expectant daydreams. 

We deserve them, damn it, and no amount of proof that this is 
3X1 imperfect world should dissuade you from pursuing a perfect 
vacation. Because while many things will be beyond your con- 
tr °l, many are within—and combined they can separate the 
well-remembered vacation from the best-forgotten. Bag that pes¬ 
simism and start trying to anticipate what, to you, are the impor- 
tent benchmarks of a good windsurfing vacation. 

This varies with the individual, though most agree on the 


quiet place to stay with a comfortable bed, a refrigerator, 
coffee-making capabilities and an ample supply of hot water. 
Others may want access to semi-formal dining and a level limbo 
stick. To each his or her own—but decide what you want and 
find out where you can get it. You’re not paying the big bucks to 
settle for anyone else’s idea of good fun. 

Luckily, our fluctuating group shared my fairly undemanding 
standards. But where exactly we’d get what we wanted at Lake 
-/frenal was uncertain. Different members of our group were get¬ 
ting different information, and no one wanted to pick, for exam¬ 
ple, a particular lodge only to get there and find that the one up 
the road met our needs better. 

This dynamic is the dark side of our democratic tradition. 
The only people who will agree to make decisions for a group 
are naive, saintly or crooked. Which brings me to my third rule 
for any windsurfing trip involving more than one person: Elect, 
choose, appoint or draft a leader : If there’s anything a traveling 
gToup of windsurfers needs, it’s a dictator, a strongman, a deci¬ 
sive fascist—preferably armed. Promise this poor fool absolute 
power and complete compliance—and don’t start second-guess¬ 
ing his every decision until all the necessary deposits have been 
made on his credit card and he can’t afford to back out. 

Seek Professional Help 

To our credit, we did enough of the advance work to find a 
cheap charter flight and pare down the lodging and equipment 
rental choices—I’d learned on earlier trips that travel agents and 
windsurfing travel planners are a free resource only fools ignore. 

So here s rule No. 4: Anyone masochistic enough to want to 
help you arrange your vacation for a measly commission should be 
used, encouraged and lauded with praise. We started railin g any- 
body who claimed to be in the know about Costa Rica and had an 
800 number. 

Depending on your destination, the number of travel profes¬ 
sionals who can help will vary, from three or four for Costa Rica 
to untold multitudes in Maui. If the phone call’s free—and even if 
it’s not—talk to as many of them as you can. Get brochures, get 
referrals and continue to sweat the details. 

If you’re renting equipment, find out exactly what you’re get¬ 
ting and how flexible they are with, for example, changing rigs 
for changing winds. What’s your liability for equipment damage? 
If you’re washed away on an unintentional ocean voyage, will 
anyone rescue you or will they just charge the missing equip¬ 
ment to your credit card? Details like these could influence your 
packing list— Honey, where’s my flare gun? 
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How We Got to Where We Went 

We had our destination picked and inroads were being made 
on lodging and car rentals. But point A still needed to be con¬ 
nected to point B, and the price of getting from Wisconsin to 
Costa Rica wasn’t getting cheaper. 

My first choice on any trip is to use, if possible, freebie tickets 
I earn flying on United. But they and the other airlines never 
save many seats for free travel, so by the time I checked that I 
was out of luck. The lowest-fare seats on the major earners for 
the dates I wanted were also taken. Part of Costa Rica’s original 


season and your adventurous sp.nL If f s not die rainy season 
S you're just going up to the lake to sad, four-wheel drive d 
Senary. But remember, Costa Rica offers an incredible an,o, 
of bio and ecodiversity. and if you want to make side trips, c* 
up the extra for four-wheel dnve. It d be a shame to go all i he 
there and be limited by the lack of a locking differential. ay 

Where We Stayed and Why 

To my way of thinking, on an ideal windsurfing vacation 
you’ll be sailing so much that the accommodations you rec 0ve ; 

IT THERE'S ANYTH INC A TRAVELING CRO tIP 
OT WINDSURFERS NEEDS, IT'S A 

DICTATOR—PREFERABLY ARMED. 

appeal was low prices—but now it looked like I’d have to spend in—and their proximity to where you stumble exhausted out of 
upwards of $700 to get to a place that would cost me less. the water—deserve important consideration. 

This suggests rule No. 5: Reserve your flight as far in advance as To understand your lodging options at Lake Arenal, you need 
possible . Even most “non-refundable” fares can be rescheduled for a to understand the layout of the region. The lake, a reservoir only 
fee. And if you’re the type who about 20 years old, fills a 

22-mile-long valley in the hills 
that stretch south from the 
Volcano Arenal. Though fishing, 
and increasingly windsurfing, are 
popular, this is not a resort area 
by any means; most of the lake 
shore is part of a national park. 

There are only two towns or 
villages on the lake itself, Nuevo 
Arenal and Puerto San Luis. 
Tilaran and Fortuna, larger 
towns, aren’t far away. All these 
towns and villages have small 
hotels. And with the exception of 
Fortuna, which gets the volcano 
tourist trade, a spontaneous trav¬ 
eler could most likely always find 
a room, typically for under $30 a 
night. Sure, you can hang loose, 
play the odds and decide where 
you want to stay when you gel 
there. But if you want to he 
assured of boardhead cama¬ 
raderie you’ll probably choose 
between the Hotel Tilawa, R<| ck 
River Lodge, Villas Alpino, Xilo e 
or the new Mystica Lake Lodge- 
None is right at the two launc 


worries about a lower fare being 
announced after you’ve booked 
yours, rest easy—most major car¬ 
riers will let you rebook at the 
lower fare. Ask the airline’s poli- 
/ cies for rescheduling and lower 
fares when you make your reser¬ 
vation. 

Meanwhile, I was still without 
a ticket My only other hope was 
a charter flight There is no one 
place you can call in the U.S. to 
find out, for example, who flies 
charters into your destination of 
choice and from where, so ask 
your travel agent or check the 
travel section in your closest 
major city’s Sunday paper. 

Luckily on this trip my Madison 
travel agent had just gotten some 
information on a Pleasure Break 
charter flight from Chicago to 
San Jose for $387 round-trip. 

I reserved a seat and advised 
the rest of the crew to reserve 
theirs. This demand for deci- 2 
sions defined our numbers, and | 
we were able to face the next § 
decision: whether to rent cars. | 

While you can get the hun- & 
dred or so miles from San Jose to 
Lake Arenal by bus, or arrange 
with any of the outfitters to be met at the aircort 

ed WP WanfpH nnr mnn -..i- 1 


If the wina fails to sites that face each other— 

0 do- R,ca ’ ,here is plenty else across the extreme southern P 

wim any oiuie outfitters to be met at the airuort „ , of the lake, though Tilawa’s si 

ed we wanted our own transportation to get to anH r . decid ' southeastern ^ ■ , and rentaI operation on 
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Alpino are a couple of miles farther up the road toward Arenal 

Our group stayed at Villas Alpino and Rock River Lodge, and 
there were no complaints from either front. Personally, I prefer a 
cabana, like those at Villas Alpino, with kitchenette and refrigera¬ 
tor—mainly for the convenience of early-morning coffee and cold 
apres-windsurfing beers on the porch, but also because there are 
no common walls with other rooms, which in a climate with no 
need for insulation can be noisy. Though on most nights, you 
couldn’t hear anything over the roar of the wind. 

Since Windsurfers Don’t Pack Light, What’s 
a Few Extra Pounds? 

My sixth rule for planning a windsurfing trip is to make a list 
of items to pack and check it. I make at least one list before every 
trip; the problem is, I never check them before I leave. 

It s good I traveled with a group, because without them I 
wouldn’t have had a few key items that I had listed but forgotten. 

I was able to reciprocate in other ways. Traveling brings out 
my innate hypochondria and I pack accordingly. Anti-diarrhetics, 
Band Aids, topical antibiotics, cortisone cream, antihistamines, 
broad-spectrum antibiotic pills, cough suppressant, antifungal 
cream and enough ibuprofen to anesthetize eveiy aching joint in 
my aging body around the clock. 

And I make sure to have enough to pass around. Sure, in 
another era it was hip to share recreational drugs. But these 
days I covet and share the drugs that soothe the pain my recre¬ 
ation has wrought. When you’re in the cold dark orbit of age 40, 
you jones for Nuprin after a day of sailing on Arenal. 

Which brings me to my seventh tip: Leave the kitchen sink, but 
pack the medicine chest Believe me, you don’t have the time or 
patience to surmount the medical-language barrier when your 
intestinal tract is warming up for a colonic 1812 Overture. 

To Rent or Not to Rent 

With your health protected, you can turn your attention to 
sailing gear. These days, even in fairly new and remote locations, 
great rental equipment is available. At Lake Arenal, for example, 
both Tico Wind and Hotel Tilawa are well-stocked with a wide 


include a short wetsuit and Lycra top, harness and extra hook 
and lines, and a spare fin. There’s no way around it—I bring a 
lot, though far less than many and much less than I used to. 

And I always, always, follow rule No. 8: Check the airline's 
windsurfing baggage policy ahead of time. And while you’re at it, 
get the name of the person who’s providing the information and 
the file number of the airline policy they’re reading off their com¬ 
puter. I ve avoided many potentially ugly incidents at check-in 
counters—not to mention unnecessary costs—by doing this. On 
the Costa Rica trip, for example, I called the charter carrier and 
was told that the fee for my board would be $25 each way, but at 
the airport was told it would cost $75. By pleasantly though 
authoritatively documenting the lower quote, we not only got our 
boards shipped for $25 but got a nice note from the supervisor to 
assure us of the same cost for the return trip—though I’ve never 
been charged for equipment coming back. 

So Is All the Planning Worth It? 

Considering all the confusion and second-guessing, my trip to 
Lake Arenal was my most successful windsurfing foray to date. 
And I’d like to say it was because of my meticulous planning. 

But in truth, it was because of the wind, the region and the 
people. The details I sweated merely lubed the trip and smoothed 
what might have been rough edges of unfulfilled expectations, 
unpleasant surprises or time- and money-wasting hassles. 

I know it’s not as simple as the gods rewarding 
obsessive-compulsives. I’ve planned other trips more meticulous¬ 
ly and been skunked. But in this case everything came together. 

For seven days the wind blew almost unceasingly day and 
night With the volcano rising through the mist and rainbows 
emerging out of low clouds that swept across the lake, I flew on 
sails ranging from 2.7 to 4.6. The fabled Costa Rican wind proved 
to be no exaggeration. On the 2.7 day, catapulted in a 60 mph 
gust, I was airborne long enough to take in the view, relax and 
ponder how great life can be. 

These simple pleasures recharge my spirit for a life and 
responsibilities that grow ever more complex. For now, no volca¬ 
noes, real or metaphorical, were erupting and the 20 or so of us 
on this distant body of water enjoyed a sense of balance and 


THESE SIMPLE PLEASURES RECHARGE MY 
SPIRIT TOR A LIFE AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
THAT GROW EVER MORE COMPLEX. 


range of new custom and production equipment Chances are, if 
you’ve heard of it a rental outfitter is already there. 

So you don’t have to bring your own equipment. In fact, out of 
our group of nine, only three of us did. Once again, it’s a person¬ 
al decision, and personally, I like sailing my own stuff. Every 
time I’ve used rental gear I’ve gotten frustrated by too many trips 
back to the beach to adjust things. 

Therefore, I always bring my own board and a quiver of sails 
culled for local conditions—in this case, a 3.5, 4.0 and 4.6. And I 
also fill a small stuff-sack with essential hardware and tools: fin 
screws, washers, extra line, a Philips and flathead screwdriver, 
thread locker, extra universal and, of course, duct tape. I always 


blessing that you cannot plan, but only be ready to reap. There 
are no guarantees in windsurfing or the wider world; below us, 
in the sodden ashes of the 12 villages that were destroyed mil¬ 
lennia ago, was the proof. They were no more deserving than 
we, just less lucky. And that’s what it all comes down to as you 
try and plan some order in the chaos of life: Be prepared to make 
the most of every bit of luck that comes your unworthy way. 

This time we were. Of such times, truly great vacations are 
made. ■ 


Always ready to escape the Wisconsin winters , writer JIM 
SCHULER has become an expert windsurfing traveler . 
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LEFT: From big moves 
come big wipeouts, or 
maybe it’s the other way 
around. Francisco Goya 
in training at Hookipa. 


ABOVE: One of the great* 
est things about Bobby 
Naish is that he learns 




and masters every new 
move that comes out, 
like this one-handed 
tabletop. Other original 
stars may be content to 
do what they know, but 
Naish pushes as hard as 
any up-and-comer out 
there. 


PATRICK MCFEELEY 
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LEFT: Call Jason Prior a 
ham if you want, but he'd 
have this look on his face 
even if Jono Knight's 
camera wasn't on his 
mast. 

BELOW: Scott Carvill gets 
a taste of some of Oahu’s 
open-ocean cruising off 
Lanikai. While you nor¬ 
mally only see wave 
shots from Hawaii, some 
of the islands' best sail¬ 
ing is just like you see 
here. 
















-V 


' 






WARREN BOLSTER 









































W e used to be high-wind 
specialists. We did 
three different high- 
wind tests each year. We had 
high-wind slalom boards, 
bump-and-jump boards and 
high-wind waveboards. But this 
year we finally realized there just 
isn’t that much high wind. If you 
bought gear for each category, 
you’d have about $6,000 tied up in 
equipment that you’d use 20 days 
a year at most Sure, if you live in 
San Francisco you may want a 
specialized board for the coast 
and a different one for the bay, 
but most people just need a board 
for when it’s windy. 

So now we’re realists. We’ve 
grouped all the boards designed 
for 5.0 conditions and under in 
this one test. Some boards are 
better suited for maneuvering, 
others for speed, and others are a 
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combination, but there’s a good 
chance you’ll be able to find one 
board here that suits all your 
high-wind needs. That’s our busi¬ 
ness. What you do with the three 
grand you save is yours. 

T esting is usually fairly 
fun. But testing high- 
wind boards is particular¬ 
ly fun. We don’t just go some¬ 
where windy, we go somewhere 
really windy. We don’t have to sail 
all day and grind boards around a. 
course. We wait until noon or so 
until it really starts to blow. Then 
we go out on our small sails and 
blast around for the afternoon. 

We do try to work in some 
structure. We test every board in 
different conditions: light, windy, 
calm and choppy. We try to see 
how early boards can plane, and 
how much wind they can realisti¬ 


cally handle. We test each for 
speed, with the fastest ones going 
head to head. We do dozens of 
jibes on each board—wide ones, 
tight ones, fast ones, slow ones. 
We sail upwind, off the wind; we 
move the hack around; we move 




the straps around; we change the 
fins; we change our sails. 

In essence, we try to do every¬ 
thing right we can on the board, 
and everything wrong. We make 
it work, we make it not work, 
then we figure out why. But most 




of all, we sail the boards to see if 
we can have fun on them. And if 
we can’t, we try to think who 
could. Our goal is to find out the 
sailor and conditions each board 
is best-suited for—and to have 
fun doing it. 
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No-Nose News 


Y es, they’re here too—they proba¬ 
bly started here. Wavesailors 
brought the no-nose trend into 
popularity, and it’s found its way through 
the whole range of board sizes. While a 
constant debate rages about the merits 
and flaws of no-nose slalom boards for 
racers and average sailors alike, we 
thought going into the tests that 
high-wind boards were one place where 
the merits were uncontested across the 
board. Boy, were we wrong. 

After hundreds of hours of testing, 
we can now say with a good deal of 
confidence that small no-nose boards 


aren’t for everyone. No-noses become 
increasingly difficult to handle the smaller 
the board is. While an intermediate could 
handle the quirkiness of a 9'4 H no-nose, 
he probably doesn’t have the skill for an 
8'4" no-nose. He could, however, ride an 
8'4 n traditional design. 

Think about it: A larger no-nose, say, a 
9'4 n slalom board, still has a lot of rail in 
the water on a jibe, though it may have a 
radically curved outline with the wide 
point way aft. It still has a fair amount of 
volume forward, and it definitely has a 
big, thick tail. 

Now take a no-nose board a foot small¬ 
er. Its equally curved outline leaves less 
rail line in the water, it has almost no vol¬ 
ume forward, and it can’t have a big, thick 
tail because it’s a high-wind board and 


needs a thin tail for control. For these rea¬ 
sons, an intermediate and even an 
advanced sailor will probably have a hard 
time controlling a short no-nose. You really 
have to be on top of your sailing. These 
aren’t boards for relaxing; they are boards 
for performing. 

But for the expert, small no-noses in 
general feel very light, super snappy and 
ultra-maneuverable. An expert’s reactions 
can keep up with their responsiveness. 

So where do we stand? 

Well, if you’re looking for control from 
your high-wind board, stay away from 
small no-noses. You’ll probably hate the 
“nervousness.” But if you want more 
performance from your high-wind 
board, try out a no-nose. You’ll probably 
love the “quirkiness.” 


TJH E RIGHT CHOICE: BOARDS UNDER 95 LITERS 


— . --- 

o help you choose the best board for yourself, we came up with categories we believe are important. Through 
our testing, we rated the boards, plugged the numbers into the computer, and this is what we got. Use this as a 
gm e, ongwith the individual reviews, the round-table reports, your shop owner’s advice, and demo the boards 
if possible. Then, you truly will be able to make the right choice. 


1. Choose where you 
want to sail most. 


2. What type of sailing do 
you want to do there? 


3. What else is 
important? 


Mistral Edge CHS 


Mistral Ed g e CHS 


F2 Axxis 255 
Mistral Ecstasy C GI 

SSftwr*’* 



4. For your needs, the best board 
is... 


F2Sputnik265 WC 



Sr Sr 



- Fanatic Mega Gecko 265 


T I M G N I R V A N A 


_ T E S 

I f we had to dream up the perfect 
wind conditions for two weeks of 
testing, it would be 14 days straight 
of winds building from 6.0 to 4.5 over the 
course of the day, then staying at 4.5 for 
about four hours every afternoon. We’d 
have our rigged sails and boards right at 
water’s edge on a sandy beach. We’d 
have a huge, open-air restaurant 50 
yards off the beach with plenty of cold 
beer, hot food, lounge chairs and beauti¬ 
ful servers running around trying to 
cater to our every needs. Beer would be 
40 cents; sandwiches, a 
dollar. 

Fortunately, we didn't 
have to dream this. It 
actually happened at 
windsurfing's newest, 
hottest destination— 

Margarita Island, Venez¬ 
uela. 

We parked ourselves 
at Punta Carnero Wind¬ 
surf Ltd., a new center 
that has the best wind, 
chop and jumps on the 
island. The place is 
rugged, but it's a sailor's 
paradise. Thatched huts 
for shade and a fun, easy¬ 
going local staff serving 
Margaritas after your 
hard day on the water or 
giving Spanish lessons as 
you sit in the restaurant 


between sessions. 

Pinch yourself—this place is out 
there, and it’s only 3.5 hours from 
Miami. 

We couldn’t believe it. One day, Cort 
Lamed, Ken Winner and I were stand¬ 
ing on the beach and, with our com¬ 
bined 55 years of traveling to windsurf¬ 
ing spots, none of us could recall a 
more consistent spot. Punta Camero's 
co-owner and founder, Gary Smith, 
couldn’t believe his anemometers either. 

An additional bonus is that Punta 


Carnero is literally the gateway to 
Coche, the most amazing speedsailing 
strip in the Caribbean. Just a 
10-minute reach away, and we were 
blasting our high-wind slalom boards 
in pinwale corduroy-like ripples. 

We'd like to give a special thanks to 
Inter-Island Tours, the group that han¬ 
dled our travel plans, and America 
Airlines for accommodating us and our 
surplus of luggage. The Inter-Island 
representative will meet your flight in 
Caracas and guide you through the 

international terminal to 
the national terminal, 
make sure your stuff gets 
on the plane to Margarita 
and translate the almost 
incomprehensible flight 
information blasting out 
of bullhorn-like speakers, 
and ease you into a 
Spanish-speaking society. 

Finally, we’d like to 
thank Villas de Pampatar, 
where we had comfort¬ 
able accommodations, 
great cuba libres (rum 
and Cokes) by the pool 
and outstanding service. 

While the Villas are 
about a 20-minute drive 
from the sailing site, 
staying there gave us a 
much better feel for the 
island. —Tom James 



The Testers 


O ur two newest testers may be the 
most qualified we’ve ever had. 
Stephanie Stahel and Michael 
Grundy from Cape Hatteras obviously 
have had more than their fair share of 
high winds. They’re both excellent 
high-wind sailors. Anyone who sails 
Hatteras knows Stephanie’s one of the 
fastest sailors in the sound, which is amaz- 
lng considering she only weighs about 125 
Pounds. Anyone who has ventured into 
the mast-crunching surf of Hatteras knows 
Michael is one of the East Coast’s most 
accomplished surfsailors, not to mention a 
Perennial winner of most Hatteras speed 
checks and a top amateur finisher in any 
race he enters. He weighs in at about 170. 
These qualities are enough to make 


both excellent testers, but combine this 
with the fact that they own one of the best 
windsurfing shops in the country, 
Windsurfing Hatteras, and they become 
the ultimate testers. Stephanie and 
Michael deal with customers every day 
and are familiar with the needs of the 
average high-wind sailor. The two of 
them, along with Ken Winner and myself 
(both around 170 pounds) did the bulk of 
the testing, but we did receive help from 
an intermediate sailor, 180-pound Richard 
Hans of Rochester, New York—to bal¬ 
ance our years of high-wind experience. 

What makes a high-wind board desir¬ 
able is much more open to personal pref¬ 
erence than, say, a light-wind slalom 
board or a slalom board. All good 
light-wind slalom boards are quick to 
plane and fast No similar generalizations 
can be made for high-wind boards. Well, 
maybe one—they have to be fun. 


What makes the board fun is another 
matter entirely. Stephanie thought the 
boards that were fairly smooth to sail, 
while still light lively and responsive, were 
fun. I like a board that’s maneuver-orient¬ 
ed, light snappy and pivoty on the turns, 
yet has hard rails to give it decent speed. 
Michael goes for pretty much the same 
thing as I do, but seems to like even more 
responsiveness, which could either mean 
more rocker or softer rails. 

Ken, on the other hand, has the most 
fun on a high-wind board that’s extremely 
fast He makes it turn or makes due with 
a fast board’s lack of turning. Richard, 
our least skilled tester, always seemed to 
have the most fun on the boards that han¬ 
dled chop the best and were a smooth 
ride. These boards inevitably had more 
weight and volume, fairly soft rails but a 
flat rocker line to keep them going 
through the lulls. 
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BIC HIP 0 


the Masterfln that comes with the 
board matches It perfectly. This 
board has the same footpad peeling 
problem of other BICs, and the mast 
base needs improvement to keep 
from separating at critical moments. 

WHAT WE LIKE: Powered up on 
a straight line, the Hip Hop feels com¬ 
fortable and responsive. It’s remark¬ 
ably easy to ride considering how 
short It Is. It’s also very good for got- 
ting air. Its wide tall and hard rails 
give great liftoff for huge Jumps. 


Round Table 


Yi 


'ou may think we have a bunch of 
""-* types of boards 


different -- 

_ here—high-wind slalom, bump- 

and-jump and wave—but these are the 
choices for high-wind sailing. Any time it 


Gary Smith, OHfvmer of Punta Camera, puts the Hip Hop through its paces in his own backyard. 


VOLUME: 83 liters 
WEIGHT: 18.4 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'4" 

WIDTH: '/.V 

CONSTRUCTION: ftacetech honey¬ 
comb sandwich 
PRICE: $843 semi-complete 

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
This Is an unusual, full-volumed 8'4" 
board. It Is vary big and boxy for its 
length and width, Indicating that it’s a 
hlgh-wind slalom design, yet It also 
has rocker In the tall—the mark of a 
waveboard. It's an odd combination, 
obvlbusly an effort to get speed and 
maneuverability. Even though this 
board Is only one season old, we don't 
consider It to be a new design. It has a 
fairly conservative outline, with the 
wide point well forward of center and 
fairly high volume up front. 

ACCESSORIES: The Hip Hop 
becomes a much better board this 
year merely with the addition of the 
improved nonskid and the easily 
adjustabte-by-hand footstrap Inserts. 
Whlta finding many small tins to fit 
^•Hlp Hop’s Trim box may still be a 
"““•h, IPs hot necessary because 


WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: We 

found a lot problems with this board 
when comparing It with others on the 
market. It's difficult to Jibe (especially 
on a tight turn), fairly slow to plane and 
rough In heavy chop, ft doesn't have 
good control in high winds, afthough 
if s short and narrow. There are few 
instances where this board excels. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: The Hip 
Hop isn't a great board for someone 
who intends to spend a lot of time in 
high winds. An occasional high-wind 
sailor won't be too unhappy with this 
board, but we primarily recommend it 
for a heavyweight in a lot of wind. 
Lightweights will find the board too 
bouncy in anything windier than 5.0. 
Overall, it’s not a terrible board, but 
given so many better options on the 
market, keep away from this board 
unle99 someone makes you an offer 
you can't refuse. 


gets 5.0 and under, one of these boards is 
the calL And unless you live somewhere 
very windy and need a few specialized 
high-wind machines, one is probably all 
you want to get 

But which one? Read the reviews and 
still not sure? Here’s our second attempt 
at recording and presenting our casual 
conversation made after all the testing 
was over. Have a beer and join us for the 
inside scoop on what we really thought 
(Note: Within this discussion, our 
testers may use the terms “average sailor,” 
“average guy,” “intermediate” and “recre¬ 
ational sailor” interchangeably. It's general¬ 
ly in the context of what’s good for us ver¬ 
sus what's good for most other people. 
Fortunately our experience—from 
Stephanie and Michael's day-to-day deal¬ 
ings with customers in their shop to Tom's 
teaching of clinics and sailing at countless 
spots across the country to Ken's world 
travels—enables us to differentiate 
between our own needs and those of 
experts and intermediate.) 

KEN; For going fast, obviously the 
fastest is the F2 Sputnik 265. 

STEPH: No contest 

KEN: The HiFly 265 is probably the 
best value and the smoothest ride. I like 


both of these boards, but unfortunately 
the F2 isn't that good for the average 
guy. I don't know if it’s something every¬ 
one should get. For bump boards it was a 
really tough choice because there are a 
lot of good ones. The F2 Axxis is still my 
favorite; the HiFly 255 is close. The 
Fanatic Gecko and Mistral Ecstasy I had 
problems with because their decks were 
a little slippery. 

TOM: So you like the old-style (not 
no-nose) in jump boards. 

KEN: Well, I really like the Gecko. 
The only reason I demoted it was the 
nonskid, which wasn’t aggressive 
enough for my taste. For waveboards, I 
like the Seatrend 86, the Pro-Tech 87 and 
the Fanatic Skate, but the Skate had 
weak nonskid. There are actually six 
waveboards that I like: the Pro-Tech, 
Seatrend 86, Skate, Axxis, HiFly 255 and 
Ecstasy. For real waveboards, though, 
I’d say the Seatrend 86 and Pro-Tech. 

TOM: How could you leave the Edge 
completely out of all three categories? 

KEN: I think the Edge and the Tiga 
are both good, fast, easy boards to sail. I 
personally would go for the F2. Most 
people should get the Edge or the Tiga. 

TOM: Let's assume you are only going 
to have one board for high-wind sailing. 

KEN: I’d get the Axxis 255. 

TOM: That board’s kind of slow for 
your likes, isn’t it? 

MIKE: You don’t think the Pro-Tech 
outperformed the Axxis? 

KEN: I think the Axxis is faster and 
gets on a plane quicker. It might not be 
quite as loose and tumy in real surf. 

TOM: It is awfully beefy and thick for 
really high winds. It’s a 5.0 or 4.5 board 
at the most. 

STEPH: I pegged the Axxis and 
Ecstasy together a lot 

TOM: I think the Ecstasy can go at 
least one sail size smaller, maybe two, 
than the Axxis. 

MIKE: I think the Pro-Tech and the 
Seatrend 86 ATV would be more enjoy¬ 
able boards for an expert’s level of sailing. 

TOM: If you could only own one 
board? 

MIKE: Yeah. 

TOM: What boards do you like then? 

MIKE: I think the Sputnik 265 is a 
killer slalom board for a high-perfor¬ 
mance sailor. I thought it was a 
wound-out board, and that you have to 
bo a pretty advanced sailor to ride it 

TOM: Let’s be realistic. You own a 
shop. You aren’t going to send your peo- 


base is easy to use, but we hear that 
it tends to release from the deck plate 
without warning. Our other problem is 
the footpads peel. 

WHAT WE LIKE: This is a 
high-wind board with range. Unlike 
many small boards, the Rap’s com¬ 
fortable from 6.0 to 4.2 without much 
problem, making it a very usable 
board for a lot of sailors. It gets up to 
speed quickly and tracks smoothly. It 
also turns surprisingly well on a wide, 
high-speed slalom jibe. It’s good for 
jumps and straight-line sailing. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: There 
are no real problems with this board. It 
doesn't stand out in any category but 
doesn’t really lack anything either. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This is a 
fairly average board. It’s a competent 
high-wind board, but not the tumiest, 
fastest or easiest-to-ride board In the 
group. It’s a durable, forgiving, low- 
priced board for the infrequent high- 
wind sailor. We like it most for 4.5 to 
5.5 winds and recommend it most for 
heavier sailors, who will more easily be 
able to control the board’s tendency to 
bounce. It’s not the best performer in 
any category, but it’s predictable. 
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VOLUME: 88 liters 
WEIGHT: 18.9 pounds 

LENGTH: 8 6 " 

WIDTH: 21“ 

CONSTRUCTION: Racetech honey¬ 
comb sandwich 
PRICE: $999 semi-complete 

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 

This is a very conservative high-wind 
design, just small enough to fit in the 
high-wind category but not too small 
to sail comfortably with a 6.0. Its 
design is at least four years old, so it 
has full volume in the forward section 
and is fairly drawn in toward the tall. 
The mast track has been moved back 
from previous years, but it still rests 
at 55 inches off the tall, one of the far¬ 
thest-forward settings in the group. 

ACCESSORIES: Most important 
is the improved nonskid, but most 
interesting are the infinitely adjust¬ 
able thumbscrew footstrap inserts. 
They’re leading the way to a windsurf¬ 
ing future without screwdrivers. The 
Rap, now standard with a Trim box, 
has a slightly swept Masterfln blade 
that works very well. The standard 
straps are acceptable, and the mast 



































it’s plenty loose for most wavesailors’ 
needs. It’s smooth and tumy on a 
wave face and peppy in the flat water. 

It also seems very durable, as do all 
the F2 standard-construction boards. 
We bashed this thing around for 
weeks and didn’t see a hint of damage. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: We have 
no real problems with this board. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This is 
one of the easiest, most versatile and 
best all-around high-wind boards 
available. It’s beamy and has a full 
nose and lots of volume through the 
centerline, making it easy to sail. It’s 
excellent for any sailor. High-perfor¬ 
mance sailors may want something 
more extreme and slashy, but even 
for experts the 255 is incredibly fun. 
It’s a perfect combination of smooth 
turning, quick planing and good 
speed—an ideal high-wind board 
emphasizing sailing big chop or 
onshore surf. It’s also outstanding in 
rough water. We love it for 5.2 to 4.0 
conditions and for any size of sailor 
sailing anywhere it’s windy. 
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VOLUME: 82 liters 
WEIGHT: 18.3 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'4" 

WIDTH: 21.5“ 

CONSTRUCTION: Classic epoxy 
PRICE: $1,099 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
The 255 is a curvy, full-volume, 
older-style waveboard. It has fairly 
full rails with little tuck, indicating 
this board’s design intent as an 
all-around high-wind model. It 
departs from the radical outlines of 
the Sputnik; it’s fairly conservative li 
outline and downright old-fashioned 
with the forward-oriented thickness 
flow and track placement. 

ACCESSORIES: We’re not big 
fans of the slotted fin, but other than 
that we love the F2 accessories. The 
full-size footpads are a nice feature 
since most boards only offer heel- 
pads. We love the easily adjustable 

no ' twl8t ,n8ert astern. 
WHAT WE LIKE: This board 
wwplres confidence. There’s nothing it 
doesn t do well and the rougher the 
wter, the better it works, it’s quick to 
P»ane. It turns great and goes fast, and 


Stepanie Stahel on the outside on the Axxis 255 . 


ROUND TABLE, continued 
pie out on that 265. 

MIKE: True. I probably wouldn’t sell 
many of those to customers. For a satis¬ 
fying high-wind slalom board, it would 
be, like we said, the Edge. Or, for a bar¬ 
gain, the HiFly 265 is a pretty decent 
board. It planes up pretty quickly. But if I 
had to pick one board for high-wind sail¬ 
ing out of all of them, it would be the 
Pro-Tech, for sure. I had more fun riding 
that board than any board we rode. 

TOM: That’s interesting because that 
board has no rails. To bump-and-jump sail 
that board in 5.0 to 4.5 winds, you’d have 
to run a pointer fin on it to get any push off 
a chop. You’re standing upright in the mid¬ 
dle of the board due to the surfsailing foot¬ 
strap setup, which doesn’t let you get com¬ 
fortable. It’s a good waveboard, certainly. 

MIKE: But it planes up in a hurry, 
and it’s nice and lively. It’s probably not a 
ripping waveboard, but I’d rather ride 
this than an Axxis or an Ecstasy. 

KEN: For a bump-and-jump you like 
the Pro-Tech? 

MIKE: Yeah, I think it would be a bet¬ 
ter bump-and-jump board for an expert 
sailor than any of the others. 

STEPH: I think the F2 265 kicks butt, 


but my abilities are below you guys’, so I 
thought it was squirrelly or, more appro¬ 
priately, nervous. Also, when I talked to 
Richard [our intermediate tester] he said 
he couldn’t keep it on the water. I had the 
same kind of feeling. Once I got it going I 
thought the thing was fast. Right behind 
it would be the Edge and the HiFly 265.1 
think the Edge is more of an all-around 
board for the average customer. 

KEN: Would you bump-and-jump the 
Edge? 

STEPH: No. 

KEN: Did you like jumping on the 
Edge? 

STEPH: It felt like a big board to me 
when I was using a 4.3. 

MIKE: I don’t think the Edge is really 
meant as a bump-and-jump. It’s more of a 
slalom board. 

KEN: But some people think they 
could even take it out in the waves. 

TOM: You guys know this—people buy 
a high-wind board. Period. Very few people 
have a high-wind, flat-water board like an 8'9" 
Pro-Tech, and an 8'6 M Hi-Tech Ian Boyd like 
you have, Mike. Most people get one board 
to use for 5.0 and under. Isn’t that true? 

MIKE: Yes and no. I think there is 
starting to be more thought process 
given to waveboards. People are actually 
considering buying a board just to use in 
waves. But true, it’s a small number of 
sailors, and the majority still come in say¬ 
ing, “I want an 8'6"." 

TOM: Let me get my favorites out. I 
think the F2 265 is obviously the fastest 
board. I think it is exceptionally fun and 
even pretty versatile because you can 
move the footstraps forward and bash it 
around better than when you have it in a 
speed setup. But my favorite board is the 
Fanatic Gecko because I think it’s a great 
all-around board. 

MIKE: That board sucks. 

KEN: I really like that board. 

MIKE: Really? 

TOM: The Gecko is pretty fast... 
STEPH: The HiFly is just so much 
faster than the Gecko. 

TOM: Which HiFly? 

STEPH: Both of them. 

KEN: Yeah, I don’t think the Gecko is 
311 that fast 

M!KE: And it doesn’t plane well. 

TOM: It did plane. It has a flat section 
where you can turn it off the wind and 
Y clc it back, and it planes off pretty well. 

0u don’t want to plane it off on an upwind 
c °urse; you have to plane it off the wind. 
MIKE: But it falls off a plane as soon 



VOLUME: 85 liters 
WEIGHT: 15 pounds 
LENGTH: 8 8 M 
WIDTH: 21.3 

CONSTRUCTION: World Cup Epoxy 
PRICE: $1,295 semi-complete 

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
The Sputnik 265 is the epitome of a 
no-nose, high-wind slalom board. It’s 
very low on volume up front and very 
curvy in the tail area. To accommo¬ 
date for the extreme aft wide point, 
the board has almost winged-like 
hips between the footstraps, giving it 
an obscene amount of curve back 
there. Baby’s got backl It’s fairly thin 
throughout and seems more narrow 
than it actually is due to its pinched 
rails. Its rocker line features signifi¬ 
cant nose kick for a board that’s pri¬ 
marily speed-oriented. 

ACCESSORIES: F2 has a great 
accessory program, with an innova¬ 
tive mast base/universal that offers 
simple placement adjustment and a 


powerful 8-to-1 pulley ratio (not 
included in all packages). The foot¬ 
straps are easier to adjust than any¬ 
thing else on the market yet are soft, 
comfortable and light. The molded 
carbon blade fin gives good flat-water 
performance. 

WHAT WE LIKE: Obviously, the 
experts in our testing crew love the 
265’s blazing speed. The Sputnik 
skips over water like a flying fish on 
amphetamines. It may be the fastest 
board we’ve ever tested, and it will go 
as fast as a rider can take it. We say 
this not only because it holds the 
world production speed record, but 
because we blasted runs on it for two 
weeks. It’s outstanding in open- 
ocean, high-speed, off-the-wind runs 
since it skips over the backs of swells 
without the sticking or pearling nor¬ 
mally associated with high-speed 
reaches. In addition, it’s a scream to 
jump and is so loose and skatey that 
we have to call it highly maneuver- 
able, even though its turns aren’t the 
easiest to control in the chop. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: Is it too 
fast? Not for the expert high-wind 
sailor, but for the occasional 
high-wind sailor the board gives such 
a nervous ride that an intermediate 
probably can’t handle it. It’s squirrelly 
and certainly not easy to jibe when 
the straps are back, but moving them 
forward makes it turnable. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: The 265 
is a great high-end board for capable 
sailors who want to blast by everyone 
on the water in winds over 18 knots. 
But if the water’s really rough or 
you’re on something smaller than a 
4.2, a board that’s easy to control 
likely will be faster. As for maneuver¬ 
ability, the 265 is very lively but very 
extreme. While footstrap positioning 
can calm the board somewhat, we pri¬ 
marily recommend the 265 for speed, 
not maneuverability. It’s also avail¬ 
able in a tougher, heavier Jump-and- 
Jibe construction that would make it 
a great jump board for onshore surf. 
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not super-durable. The mast base Is a 
new, easy-to-use, low-profile design 
with a simple one-button release 
mechanism. One key to this board’s 
versatility is its long mast track and 
wide footstrap position range. 
Accompanying our Gecko was a fair¬ 
ly large, raked and slotted wave-style 
fin, which we found slow (but certain¬ 
ly hard to spin out). We’d prefer to 
use this board with a more upright, 
faster fin in all but the most radical 
conditions. 

WHAT WE LIKE: The Gecko’s 
one of the rare boards that does 
everything well and is equally at 
home under an intermediate or expert 
sailor. We were very surprised that 
our expert testers found it exciting to 
sail. It gets going quickly in the hands 
of an expert (partially due to its light¬ 
ness) and sails very smoothly in 
choppy waters. It’s a great jumper. 
The combination of light weight, full 
rails and wide squash tail make it the 
king of the chop hop. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: Some of 
the testers found this board hard to 
get and keep planing, but our biggest 
problem with this board is durability. 
We broke ours in half, so we can’t 
recommend the Mega construction 
for hard-core jumping. Go with the 
Ultra or the Pure. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This is 


GECKO 265 

VOLUME: 89 liters 
WEIGHT: 16.3 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'8" 

WIDTH: 22.8" 

CONSTRUCTION: Carbon and hon¬ 
eycomb sandwich 
PRICE: $1,295 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
Fanatic’s Gecko is a unique design, 
perfectly meshing old-style stability 
with newer designs’ maneuverability. 
Its wide point is moderately aft, but 
the nose is still fairly full. However, 
the track and footstrap placements 
can go way back, contributing to the 
board’s slashy feel. The Gecko fea¬ 
tures a very flat deck up front, which 
gives the board a more stable feel 
than traditional rolled decks. 

ACCESSORIES: The most visible 
improvement Is the addition of the 
easy-to-use lever fin screw. This 
Gecko, and most Fanatics, comes 
with a set of after-market footpads 
that are comfortable and grippy but 


the Ideal shape for moderate- to 
high-wind sailing in a variety of con¬ 
ditions—a near-perfect blend of 
speed, maneuverability and ease of 
use. While it's best in a bump-and- 
jump capacity, it’s a nice board for a 
heavyweight in some onshore surf. 
The rails are a little too “slalomy” for 
true down-the-line surfsailing. For an 
intermediate to advanced 170-pound 
sailor, the Gecko’s best in the 5.0 
range and could easily be a light-air 
Gorge board. Lighter sailors may find 
the thicker-than-average rails up front 
make the board a handful in winds 
better than 4.5. 
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ROUND TABLE, continued 
as you hit a lull. 

TOM: It’s slashy, but you can still 
carve it. I think it’s such a good 
all-around board. As a board for Florida, 
where I live, in 5.0 and 4.5, this board will 
be awesome. 

MIKE: I think if it’s powered-up 4.5, 
that board will be all right. 

TOM: One thing I think is interesting 
is that sailors of our level get, say, 30,40, 
even 50 high-wind days a year of 5.0 and 
under. Now, most people, normal people, 
only get a couple high-wind days a year 
in which to practice. So the difference 
between our ability level on a 9 , 4 M and the 
average guy on a 9'4 n is much less than 
the difference between us on an 8'6 n and 
the average guy on an 8'6 M . 

We are comparatively better on the lit¬ 
tle boards. The boards that satisfy us 
aren’t applicable to or maybe even sail- 
able for most people. For that reason, I 
think the Edge is the best high-wind 
board in this group for most people, even 
though I may like the Gecko better for 
myself. 

STEPH: I have no problem with 
either the Edge or the Ecstasy, as far as 
selling them. They are perfect for 
first-time, high-wind buyers. 

KEN: What about the HiFly 265? 

TOM: Awesome board if you don’t 
care about jumping. 

MIKE: I wouldn’t say awesome, but 
for the value it’s good. 

KEN: Did you sail it really powered? 
That’s where it’s best. 

STEPH: I found that it would be a lit¬ 
tle hard for some people to get it to plane 
up, especially if they’re sailing underpow¬ 
ered, which a lot of people do. 

TOM: My only problem with it is that 
it drops out of the sky like a rock if you 
get any air on it. Heavy boards for 
bump-and-jump aren’t really fun. 

KEN: The thing that really impresses 
me is that I was really powered on a 6.0 
with winds gusting to 30, and the thing 
was smooth as silk. It handled the chop 
like it wasn’t even there. 

TOM: So did the Tiga 260. 

KEN: But the HiFly is faster. 

STEPH: And the thing points great. 
The HiFly is much faster. 

TOM: The only thing holding the 
Tiga back is the straps are so far forward. 
They are almost 12 inches off the tail. 

STEPH: There’s too much up front. 
It’s like there’s another board up there on 
the Tiga. It’s nose-heavy. 


MIKE: The Tiga was awesome in its 
day but now I think its day has come and 

g0I TOM: Let's talk about the no-nose con¬ 
cept as it applies to these boards. Most peo¬ 
ple are hung up on outline, but I think the 
more important concept is thickness flow. 

KEN: I think width is still a big factor. 
The size of the tail on the F2 265 makes it 
act like a bigger board than it is. It planes 
up a lot faster than you’d expect for a 265. 
I’m not for no-noses all that much on 
these boards. On smaller boards, I don’t 
see the advantage. 

TOM: Take a board like the Tiga 254. 
It’s a really weird board to ride. It’s really 
fun for me because there’s nothing in the 
nose and you can really throw it around, 
but I couldn’t imagine someone with min¬ 
imal high-wind experience enjoying it 
STEPH: I didn’t think it was fun. I just 
didn’t have the technique. 

TOM: Did you find it fun, Mike? 

MIKE: I thought it was a blast to ride 
when you’re really powered up. I thought 
it’d be a great Hatteras bashing board 
even to ride in waves when it was really 
windy. You could never break it, and it’s 
soft enough so you could land on it and it 
wouldn’t hurt you. 

KEN: If you had the choice of poly 
boards between the HiFly and the Tiga, 
which would you take? 

MIKE: That’s tough because HiFly 
255 feels much bigger than the Tiga 254. 
The 254 feels like an 8' board, and the 
255 HiFly feels like an 8'8" or 8'9". 

TOM: Yeah, the 255 feels huge, but 
it’s fun and easy. 

MIKE: So if it were really windy, I’d 
love to have the 254. But that’s me and 
not the average guy. The average guy 
would probably hate the 254. 

TOM: Tell me this: How does one in 
the retail business handle this dilemma? 
You’re sailing a board, say, like the 254 
and you like it, but can you sell it to your 
customers? 

MIKE: To very few customers, cer¬ 
tainly not the average customer. The 
Ecstasy, the HiFly 255 and the Axxis 255 
are waveboards you can sell to the aver¬ 
age customer. In order, I would say the 
Ecstasy, Axxis and HiFly. 

TOM: Which do you think are the 
worst boards for the average guy? 

KEN: The F2 Sputnik 265. 

MIKE: The Tiga 254. 

STEPH: I think the Pro-Tech 87 is 
hard for people to ride. 

TOM: Isn’t it strange that some of our 




WHAT WE LIKE: The Skate has 
that slashy, “skatey” feel modern 
wavesailors find so desirable. On the 
face of a wave, it’s loose and light yet 
still positive. It’s a great board for dri¬ 
ving a big bottom turn on a mast-high 
wave or slashing a cutback on a 
2-footer. This board has such a small 
nose that it feels a lot shorter than 
8'6", and it’s a real pleasure to throw 
around when conditions get heavy. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: This is 
such a surfing-oriented board that it’s 
difficult to get it going fast, although 
it has a modern, flattened rocker line. 
With the strap setup so far onto the 
centerline, it’s much more comfort¬ 
able to sail upright (as when you’re 
surfing) than hiked out. For this rea¬ 
son, it’s not a great board for skying 
jumps or bump-and-jump. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This is a 
very advanced board. Going down the 
line on a meaty wave, the Skate feels 
right at home and is as surfy a design 
as most custom stuff. It would work 
perfectly in Hawaii, Baja, the California 
and Oregon coasts, and even Hatteras. 
But keep it away from sailors who 
aren’t expert high-wind surfsailors. 


FANATIC ULTRA 
SKATE ASA 

VOLUME: 82 liters 
WEIGHT: 17 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'6" 

WIDTH: 22.6" 

CONSTRUCTION: Honeycomb 
sandwich 

PRICE: $988 semi-complete 

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
This is one of the most radical boards 
in the test. It features an extreme 
pulled nose, major nose kick and 
way-aft wide point and mast track. It s 
very curvy in the tail and has its strap 
setup right along the centerline. 

ACCESSORIES: The Skate fea¬ 
tures the somewhat dated E-box. Our 
board came with a medium-size, slot¬ 
ted wave fin, which suited the board 
fine as long as speed wasn’t a factor. 
The Skate comes with slightly 
recessed footpads that are comfort¬ 
able, grippy but not extremely 
durable. The mast base Is a new, sim- 


Michael Grundy gets aggro on the little 


works great. 


Fanatic Skate. 
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board can't jibe better than this. It s 
easy... downright effortless, it’s one 
of the very best boards for smoothing 
out rough seas. 

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: This 
very calm board isn’t well-suited for 
quick, quirky, slashy maneuvers. It 
also feels a little heavy and bulky up 
in the air. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: We know 
there are thousands of people out 
there thinking to themselves, “I only 
get a few high-wind days a year... 
why should I spend a lot of money for 
those few days?” This is the board 
for those people. 

It has all the performance and 
high-wind control most sailors will 
ever need, and it requires a much 
smaller investment. This is a good, 
solid waveboard with great maneu¬ 
verability that could work in any 
wavesailing conditions, from over¬ 
head to sideshore surf to onshore 
junk. And when the wind’s right for 
this board—that is, when it’s blowing 
at least 5.0—its weight isn’t much of a 
factor. We love this board for some¬ 
one who wants a highly durable 
waveboard with outstanding perfor¬ 
mance. 


VOLUME: 83 liters 
WEIGHT: 19 pounds 
LENGTH: 8 4" 

WIDTH: 22" 

CONSTRUCTION: Blow-molded 
polypropylene 
PRICE: $649 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
This board has a traditional wave 
shape: wide, curvy, soft-railed with a 
slightly forward strap setup. It’s a 
flat-bottomed board with a subtle 
rocker. 

ACCESSORIES: For the price, we 
didn’t expect much, but HiFly pro¬ 
vides a good glass fin, mast base 
with extension, suitable footpads and 
a through-hull finbox. The Da Kine 
footstraps are set a little forward for 
high-performance sailors, but the 
track Is in a good position, though it’s 
unusually short. 

WHAT WE LIKED: The 255 is an 

exceptionally smooth, easy-to-sail 
board. It has outstanding maneuver¬ 
ability and could be at home In any 
type of surf. Obviously this Is a board 
for turning, and there's really no bet¬ 
ter-turning board on the market. A 
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ROUND TABLE, continued 
favorite boards we think are the worst 
boards for someone to buy? 

KEN: Both Seatrends would also be 
difficult for an average guy to sail. 

TOM: Not the Seatrend 86. That 
board is smooth and easy. 

MIKE: So we’ve established that any 
board 8 r 6" and under with a narrow nose 
and a new-style outline isn’t good for the 
average guy. And boards designed with 
the older-style outline are good for the 
average guy. 

TOM: The exception to that: the 
Gecko. It’s good for both. 

KEN: That board isn’t that wide in the 
tail. It’s kind of wide in the middle. 

TOM: The Gecko’s outline looks 
right to me. It doesn’t look old-fashioned, 
but it isn’t too extreme. 

MIKE: But the board isn’t that good. 

TOM: What isn’t good about it? 

STEPH: It’s too hard to plane for the 
average sailor. Do you know how hard it 
is to plane? I had to work the thing. 

KEN: I believe it. I mean Richard had 
a tough time on that board. 

TOM: I heard what Steph and Mike 
were saying about this board, so I got on 
it again today, and you’re both mistaken. 

MIKE: The first time I rode it, I 
thought it was all right... 

KEN: I think you are approaching 
this from what you personally like for 
good, windy, wave conditions, and I 
agree. In that stuff, I might prefer anoth¬ 
er board, like the Axxis. 

MIKE: But I didn’t think it was such a 
good bump-and-jump either. The first time 
I rode it, it was relatively windy, and I 
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thought it was okay. The next time I rode 
it I was a little bit underpowered, and I 
ended up going downwind.... 

TOM: Have you ridden the Pro-Tech 

underpowered? 

IViiKE: I took the Pro-Tech out right 
after the Gecko and was planing and hav¬ 
ing a blast On the Gecko I took a couple 
runs and wanted to come back in. 

KEN: Tom, have you taken the 
Pro-Tech out with a good fin? 

TOM: Yeah, I tried it with that 
Finworks fin, the same one Michael was 
using, and I tried it with the Rainbow. I 
sailed it four different sessions, and I 
don’t like it on flat water. I don’t like a 
board with the footstraps way in. 

KEN: You need to adjust the straps. 
TOM: What I need is the Gecko. 

MIKE: But it doesn’t plane. 

TOM: I didn’t have that problem. 

KEN: I didn’t have a problem planing it 
STEPH: I got on the Mistral and 
some others to compare, and the Gecko 
was the only one I couldn’t get to plane. 

TOM: Okay. I’m going to go through 
all the boards really quickly, and every¬ 
one make a few comments to see if any¬ 
thing else will come out BIC Rap. 

KEN: Better than it used to be. It’s a 
decent slalom board. 

TOM: Is it worth buying? Anyone? 
MIKE: Yeah, it’s not a bad board. 

KEN: It’s a pretty good value. I’d say 
the HiFly 265 is a better value, though. 
STEPH: I agree. 

KEN: But the Rap planes more quickly. 
TOM: The Rap didn’t turn very well 
for me. 

KEN: It turned okay for me. 

MIKE: It turns pretty well for the 
average guy because it’s floaty and sta¬ 
ble and good through a long turn. 

TOM: Okay, the Hip Hop. 

KEN: Not as bad as it used to be. 
MIKE: Worse. 

STEPH: The worst board I’ve ever 
ridden. 

KEN: It’s not as bad here as it was at 
Hookipa where we tested it last year. 

TOM: I couldn’t recommend that 
board to anyone. Well, you know, it 
jumps okay. 

KEN: The problem with the Hip Hop 
is that it doesn’t plane quicker than the 
HiFly 255, and it doesn’t turn better than 
die HiFly. It’s not cheaper than the HiFly 
and isn’t more durable than the HiFly. 

TOM: Okay. The HiFly 265? I think 
We covered that. 

STEPH: It’s killer, fast 




HIFLY 2GSRX 

VOLUME: 91 liters 
WEIGHT: 20.1 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'8" 

WIDTH: 21.5" 

CONSTRUCTION: Blow-molded 

polypropylene 

PRICE: $649 semi-complete 

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
This is an all-out, modern, high-wind 
slalom design. The board is a moder¬ 
ate no-nose with fairly good curve in 
the tail. It features full rails and a flat 
deck up front, and it looks very much 
like the high-wind boards the top 
pros are racing. 

ACCESSORIES: As far as place¬ 
ment goes, everything is perfect, with 
the track and straps far enough back 
to suit the high-performance sailor 
but with range to take.the edge out of 
the board for an intermediate. The 
components themselves—glass fin, 
footpads, mast base with extension— 
aren’t anything too fancy, but we 
have no complaints. 

WHAT WE LIKED: This is an 
awesome high-wind slalom board. It’s 
fast. Really fast. What’s so very nice 
about the 265 is that its shape offers 


speed, planing and maneuverability, 
and its construction gives the board 
control. It’s exceptionally smooth in 
rough waters, which makes its speed 
deceptive. However, blow by a “raci¬ 
er” board when you’re powered on a 
4.5, and both you and the other sailor 
will realize just how fast this board is. 
Then you can slam it full speed into a 
turn and sail away without skipping a 
beat (or a rail). It's a great jiber, 
excelling on the hard-pressured rac¬ 
ing jibe but doing equally well on a 
long, drawn-out intermediate turn. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: While 
its soft construction and high weight 
keep the board in control in the water, 
those characteristics also greatly 
detract from its ability to sail well in 
marginal or gusty conditions, and 
from its ability to get decent jumps. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This 
board offers such good performance 
that it merits purchase on performance 
alone. Throw in the fact that it’s at 
least $200 cheaper than most other 
boards, and it sails even better. It’s 
ideal for most high-wind sailors who 
want their board to go fast, turn great 
and stay in control. For anyone who 
has a lot of trouble in chop, this board 
is the cure. We don’t really like it for 
wavesailing or even bump-and-jump 
due to its weight, but its construction 
will hold up to that kind of beating. 

And then there’s the price issue: This 
is easily the best value in the test 


Speed 

Bump 

Waves 


HiFly's 265 RX was one of the biggest sur¬ 
prises in the test, with its blend of speed, 
control and maneuvers. 































































MISTRAL 
ECSTASY CGI 

VOLUME: 84 liters 
WEIGHT: 18 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'4" 

WIDTH: 22“ 

CONSTRUCTION: CGI 
PRICE: $999 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
This board is wide and curvy with a 
very wide tail—typical of a Naish-style 
waveboard. Its track is placed some¬ 
what forward, and there’s a lot of vol¬ 
ume up front. However, its aft rails 
are nice and thin, giving the board 
good hold in high winds. 

ACCESSORIES: While Mistral is 
no longer leaps and bounds beyond 
its competitors on the accessory 
front, it still has everything so dialed 
in that we can’t muster a complaint. 
The footpads are great and always 
seem to stay glued onto the board. 
The fin with the Ecstasy is somewhat 
large but good for the average bump 
sailor. The straps are particularly soft 
and comfortable—really Important for 


jumping because your feet take such 
a thrashing. 

WHAT WE LIKE: The Ecstasy is 
unbelievably versatile. It simply does 
everything. It’s smooth, carvy, fast 
and slashy through a wide range of 
conditions. This is a great board for 
chop, the Gorge and most mainland 
surf applications. It has a great range. 
With its wide tail, it’s up and jumping 
with ease in 5.2 conditions, and it 
doesn't really feel big until you’re 
unrolling the 3.5s. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: 
Compared with more modern de¬ 
signs, this board seems unusually 
lacking in nose scoop. This is espe¬ 
cially noticeable in surf where we 
were stuffing the nose coming over 
the backs of waves and dropping in 
on surf. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: The 

Ecstasy’s one of the easiest high- 
wind boards to ride. It does every¬ 
thing very well and offers sailors who 
aren’t experts an ideal blend of calm¬ 
ness and excitement. You don’t al¬ 
ways have to be on top of your game 
to get the most out of this board. 
Experts may find it a little too calm 
and even nose-heavy compared with 
some of the slashier stuff on the mar¬ 
ket, but it’s a great first-time short 
shortboard. 
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ROUND TABLE, continued 

TOM: Axxis 255? 

KEN: Awesome. 

TOM: It is an old-style board even 
though it’s new. 

KEN: Not as old-style as the Ecstasy. 

MIKE: They’re both pretty close. 

KEN: The Axxis isn’t quite as beefy 
or wide in the nose. 

MIKE: But the Axxis is about three 
years newer. 

TOM: The 255 is pretty carvy. 

KEN: It handled Hookipa surprising¬ 
ly well. It didn’t turn as nicely as I would 
have liked there, but it was damn good. 

TOM: The Gecko is the source of 
much controversy. I like a flat, 
slalomy-type deck on a bump-and-jump 
board, not a wavy, pinched-rail board 
that works in real surf. In bumps, you 
want speed. I like how the board has full 
rails. 

MIKE: Let’s say you own a retail 
•store, and a guy like Richard comes in 
and says he wants a good bump- 
and-jump, crossover board. Would you 
feel comfortable selling him the Gecko? 

TOM: What does he weigh? 

KEN: 180. 

TOM: Yeah. It’s pretty stable. He 
could uphaul it, tack it 

KEN: I would recommend it for 
someone lighter. 

TOM: I would rather see him on the 
Edge, personally. 

STEPH: Guys, there’s chop out 
there, and it’s so hard for the average 
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y t o get planing through chop. The 
Gecko is too hard to plane. Don’t you 

^tOM: We didn’t talk at all about the 
Fanatic Skate. I was very unsatisfied with 
its performance on the flat water, but 
that’s not its element. It’s very nice on 
the face of a wave, though. 

KEN: It’s a waveboard. 

TOM: It feels like a slashier version of 
the Pro-Tech. It’s thin, the straps are in 
the center... 

KEN: I’d put it a little behind the 
Pro-Tech. 

MIKE: Yeah, definitely, because it 
doesn’t have the bump-and-jump 
capabilities. 

KEN: I thought the Skate was better 
for bump and jump. 

STEPH: I could launch the Pro-Tech, 
but not the Skate. 

TOM: I think both the HiFlys came 
off as very impressive for not having 
much buildup. 

KEN: They’re both unbelievable values. 
TOM: What do they cost, like $700? 
KEN: Even less. 

TOM: They’re kind of heavy, and I 
don’t think a heavy board benefits any¬ 
one unless you want to do long jibes in 
choppy water. 

KEN: If you’re way powered? They 
definitely help. I didn’t find either HiFly 
slow to plane either. 

STEPH: Neither did I. 

TOM: Neither did I, but like I said, 
they both drop out of the air too fast on 
jumps, and I hate that feeling. 

KEN: I think for the price they’re 
incredible boards. 

TOM: Yeah, the 265 is pretty hot. 
STEPH: To me, they feel like big¬ 
ger boards. 

MIKE: The 255 felt right, but the 265 
felt big. 

TOM: When we’re talking high-wind 
boards, let’s make sure our terms are 
correct. We’re talkin' 5.0 and under. 

KEN: Yeah, 20 mph winds. 

TOM: Then I’m convinced that the 
265 HiFly wouldn’t satisfy someone’s 
high-wind needs because it sails too big 
when it really gets windy. 

MIKE: True. 

STEPH: I agree. 

KEN: If I were going to race in a lot of 
wind, I’d be tempted to use that board. 
Y °u know how people were winning 
rac es on the Tiga 260 because it was so 
eas V to keep on the water? If I had to take 
a Production board and race in 35 mph 



MISTRRL EDGE 
CHS 


VOLUME: 92 liters 
WEIGHT: 16.4 pounds 
LENGTH: 8 9" 

WIDTH: 21.3" 

CONSTRUCTION: CHS 
PRICE: $1,299 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
This is a very moderate, unique 
design, with hints of modern trends 
and positive characteristics of older 
designs. The Edge has a forward 
wide point but a pulled nose. This 
effectively lightens the swing weight 
up front but keeps some volume for¬ 
ward of the track, where intermedi¬ 
ates might want it. Through the cen¬ 
ter section, the rails are very parallel 

and that tends to put a lot of curve 

throughout the outline. 

ACCESSORIES: The Edge comes 

with a G-10 blade that's ideally suited 

for high-speed, hlgh-w nd sainng^ 
also comes with an adjustable mast 
track that’s so hassle-free we don t 


mind it, but we question the need for 
It on this high-wind board. The rest of 
the accessory package is outstand¬ 
ing, from perfected footpads to soft 
padded straps. The straps need to be 
modified to tightly fit small feet. 

WHAT WE LIKE: This board's so 
easy to make go fast and so control¬ 
lable once there that in radical condi¬ 
tions it’s one of the fastest boards on 
the water. The rougher it gets, the 
faster the Edge goes. This, combined 
with its reasonably light weight, make 
it a great jumping board. But where 
the Edge stands out Is in jibing. It 
makes doing any type of turn easy, 
and the board just mows over chop. 
Another great feature is its range, it 
planes up quickly with a 6.0 but 
hangs in there down to a 4.2. 

WHAT WE DIDN’T LIKE: No 
problems. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This is 
an outstanding moderate to 
high-wind board for the average 
sailor. The Edge is one of the easiest 
boards to recommend because it’s 
just about the perfect high-wind 
board. We don’t like it for 4.0 Gorge 
kind of stuff or for down-the-line 
wavesailing, but for most people, 
who want an extremely fun, very fast, 
easy-to-ride board that doesn't need 
a hurricane to get it out on the water, 
the Edge is probably it. It’s a great 
board for chop hopping, duck jibing, 
carving hard jibes and even onshore 
surfsalling. This is an ideal comple¬ 
ment to a giant slalom board because 
it can take over in as little as 15 knots 
and hang in there all the way to 25 to 
30. It’s ideal with a 5.0. 
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BIC Hip Hop 
BIC Rap 
F2 Axxis 255 
F2 Sputnik 265 
Fanatic Gecko 
Fanatic Skate 
HiFly 255 
HiFly 265 
Mistral Ecstasy 
Mistral Edge 
Pro-Tech 67 
Seatrend 82 
Seatrend 86 
Tiga 254 
Tiga 260 

This “orientation” chart differs from the "suitability” bar graphs in that it shows the 
conditions the board is best-suited for—but not necessarily its performance in those 
conditions. 




PRO-TECH 87 

VOLUME: 80 liters 
WEIGHT: 15.8 pounds 
LENGTH: 87" 

WIDTH: 21.8" 

CONSTRUCTION: Epoxy composite 
PRICE: $1,135 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
While the label on the deck reads, 
“Bump-Wave,” this is clearly a board 
for real wavesailing. Although it fea¬ 
tures the flatter rocker line of modern 
waveboards, the rails are extremely 
tucked all the way to the back foot¬ 
straps, and the straps are placed 
right in on the centerline, making this 
a no-compromise wave setup. The 
tail is wide and curvy, the nose nar¬ 
row and flipped up, and the wide 
point moderately aft—although this 
certainly would be considered a 
no-nose. 

ACCESSORIES: The Pro-Tech 
has outstanding nonskid and excel¬ 
lent Da Kine straps. 

WHAT WE LIKE: First, we have 
to comment on the construction. This 
board Is light but very tough—rock- 
solid, in fact It took more abuse and 
showed less wear than any other in 
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the test. Overall, this is a very lively, 
maneuverable, fun board. It’s fairly 
quick to plane, fast off the wind and 
great in the air. But the place for this 
board is in real surf—on the face of a 
meaty wave—where it turns into a 
rail-to-rail machine. Its feel is a nice 
blend of slashiness and smooth carv¬ 
ing, making it suitable for a wide 
range of sailing styles. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: No 
complaints, but it would be nicer for 
onshore sailing if it had a little more 
rail and got upwind better. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This is 
an outstanding board for an expert 
wavesailor for real wavesailing, but 
it's not so quirky that an intermediate 
can’t handle it. We like this board for 
any weight of sailor—heavyweights 
because of its wide tail and light¬ 
weights due to its easy handling. It’s 
perfect for sideshore 4.5 wavesailing, 
but would also make a fun Gorge 
board, where upwind performance, 
isn’t as important. 
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ROUND TABLE, continued 
winds. Yd probably want to take that 
HiFly because it’s so smooth and stays 
on the water so well. 

MIKE: Better than the Tiga 268 [not 
included in this test]? 

KEN: For sure. 

STEPH: But didn’t you feel like it 
didn’t belong in this group? 

TOM: Yeah, it felt bigger than any¬ 
thing out there. 

KEN: The F2 265 is fast, but I bet you 
anything the HiFly 265 is faster in a lot of 
wind. The Sputnik is just so light and 
lively and all, it’s hard to sail. 

TOM: I still don’t think the Edge is 
getting its just dues. We should be rav¬ 
ing about the Edge. 

KEN: I think it’s the best all-around 
high-wind board if you don’t want to get 
in the waves. 

STEPH: I agree we should be raving. 
I think the board does everything. 

MIKE: I don’t think it’s a good wave- 
board. It’s not even a contender as a 
waveboard. 

KEN: But if you think of Richard, sail¬ 
ing in some onshore surf in somewhere 
like Florida or Texas... 

STEPH: The waveboards are too 
wavy for the average guy. 

MIKE: Bump-and-jump. 

TOM: Right That’s where it’s at. The 
duty of these boards is to be fun, easy to 
turn and controllable in high winds. 

MIKE: The Edge is all of that. 

STEPH: Yeah, it even does other 
things. 

TOM: I think it’s going to be interest¬ 
ing to hear what our intermediate tester 
says is his favorite board, but I’ll bet ifs 
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ing w be * e Edge or maybe lhe Tlga 
260 Then the Ecstasy is a smaller ver¬ 
sion of the Edge. ... 

KEN: I had a problem with the non- 

skid on die Ecstasy. 

MIKE: 1 didn’t have a problem with the 
nonskid on either of the Mistral boards. 

STEPH: Me either. I just didn’t like 
that the footstraps didn’t go small 
enough. 

TOM: Does anyone have any com¬ 
plaints about the Ecstasy? 

STEPH: Oh, no. I’d sell it as a 
first-time bump-and-jump. For someone 
who wants a little shortboard, it’s perfect. 

TOM: The Pro-Tech? 

] umrK; Rocked the board tests. 

KEN: Ifs a good board for hard-core 
wavesailors. 

TOM: Ifs a lot better coming in than 
going out. Some of us are into getting 
jumps, and I felt it was uncomfortable 
trying to get hiked out and up to speed. 

MIKE: The thing rocked on the 
jumps. 

TOM: We haven’t spoken much 
about the Seatrend 86 ATV. I think ifs 
perhaps the loosest, most maneuverable, 
S-tumy, most rail-to-rail board here. 

KEN: That’s the top board on my 
wave list 

MIKE: Above the Gecko? 




SEATREND 


VOLUME: 71 liters 
WEIGHT: 14.5 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'2' 

WIDTH: 21" 

CONSTRUCTION: ATV 
PRICE: $1,095 hull only 

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 

This is a moderate no-nose with 
small dimensions but fairly full rails 
and a flat rocker line to make it easy 
to sail. The straps and track are com¬ 
fortably aft for the smallest sails in 
your quiver. 

ACCESSORIES: As usual, 
Seatrend’s nonskid, the only acces¬ 
sory on the 82, was flawless. 

WHAT WE LIKE: Any board this 
small should be snappy, loose and 
very fun. The 82 fills all of those with 
ease. The real surprise is that it has a 
great range. It planes up very quickly 
for its size, keeps upwind without too 
much trouble and even bobs through 
the lulls. This board doesn’t sail any 
smaller than 8'4”s. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: No 
problems here. This is a solid little 
board. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Granted, 
not many people need an 8'2" board, 
but this is a remarkably easy one to 
ride. Since it is so well-balanced it’s 
an excellent choice for someone 
looking for a real high-wind 
board—something that’s similar if not 
identical to what some of the hottest 
guys in the Gorge are using. On the 
other hand, it’s not so little that it 
doesn’t work on the 4.7 days you get 
back home, and a competent light¬ 
weight could start having fun on this 
board with a 5.0. While boards this 
size immediately get labeled “Gorge 
boards,” the 82 happens to be an 
outstanding high-wind board for 
junky surf. Whether it’s a big day on 
Lake Michigan or a heavy cold front 
in South Padre, the flat rocker line 
and good speed make this the board 
for skying the big airs. 
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VOLUME: 82 liters 
WEIGHT: 17.4 pounds 

LENGTH: 8'6" 
WIDTH: 22" 


CONSTRUCTION: ATV 
PRICE: $1,095 hull only 

DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 

This Is a very modern-looking wave- 
board. It has the flip-tip nose, aft wide 
point and curve in the hips character¬ 
istic of the new style of boards, but it 
keeps the tail rocker and softer rails 
of a traditional waveboard. 

ACCESSORIES: The 86 comes 
with perfect nonskid and nothing 

else. m 

WHAT WE LIKE: This board per¬ 
forms like magic on the face of a wave. 
It’s one of the best-suited boards for 
real wavesailing. Because of its light 
weight, it feels floaty and when pow¬ 
ered up is great on jumps. A surpris¬ 
ing feature is how well the 86 handles 
high wind and flat water. It hangs in 
great all the way to 3.7. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: Our only 
problem is that the 86 takes either 
more wind or more wave to get into its 
peak performance. It’s not suited for 
onshore waves because its super-soft 
rails and exaggerated rocker make it a 
poor upwind performer. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: The 86 is 
great for sailing in real surf—the meati¬ 
er and gnarlier, the better. Yet unlike 
many surfsailing boards, the 86 isn’t 
one-dimensional. It excels in rough- 
water, high-wind, bump-and-jump sail¬ 
ing. Because it handles more wind 
than its width and volume would indi¬ 
cate, it’s excellent for heavyweights. 
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BOUND TABLE, continued 

KEN: Yeah, the Gecko is more of a 
bump-and-jump. 

STEPH: On both the Seatrends, I felt 
like I was on a bigger board. 

MIKE: Yeah, I like the ATVs, but 
they felt bigger than they were. 

TOM: But the 86 hangs to 4.0 with 
ease. It’s got rocker. 

KEN: I didn’t have trouble getting 
that board on a plane. 

MIKE: I thought the 86 planed up 
pretty easy. 

TOM: This board is really fun when 
it’s windy. It has good stability, and it’s 
turny. It’s also the best board for big 
waves and light air. How about the 82? 

MIKE: I like it; it just felt big for an 
82 yesterday, when it really cranked. 

TOM: Is it the best high-wind board 
here? 

MIKE: I don’t know. When it’s really 
windy, the 82 feels bouncy, stiff and 
hard. The Tiga 254 felt more comfortable 
and sticky on the water. 

KEN: The 82 felt bouncy when I was 
on it. 

MIKE: You know how a kayak paddle 
feels when it has no dihedral? That’s 
how the 82 felt 

TOM: Thanks, that clears it all up. 

MIKE: I used the biggest word in the 
board test. 

TOM: Is the Tiga 260 still worth buy¬ 
ing? It used to be the board of choice. 

MIKE: There are a couple of boards 
l*d take over it. 

KEN: I’d take the HiFly 265 over it 

TOM: But I think the 260 can hang in 
more wind than the 265. 

KEN: The 265 will kill the 260. 

STEPH: But look at someone like 
me. I was getting killed on the 265 in 4.3. 
I think the 260... 

KEN: The 260 is a bigger board. It 
has way bigger nose, and that nose is 
always hitting the water. On the 265 the 
nose stays down but not in the water. 

STEPH: That’s true. 

KEN: The thing I like about the 260 
is the way it jibes. 

STEPH: It?s hard to make a mistake on it 

TOM: Tiga 254? 

MIKE: Great for your hard-core, 
high-wind sailor. 

TOM: Yeah, but what hard-core guy 
is going to buy a Tiga 254? 

MIKE: One in a thousand maybe. 

TOM: And there are only 500 
hard-core guys out there. 

MIKE: Then half a guy will buy it 
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Unique carbon technology of the future guarantees the 
highest performance and sets standards in strength and durability. 
Exclusive to north sails 


XceLLeRATOR carbon technology features: 
v Extreme performance due to light weight, conical winding ond reduced most diameter 
for all XCELLERATORs • from XC 420 wave up to XC 480 race slalom. 

Computer controlled fully automatic winding technology, allows 100% correct winding 
angles and perfect positioning of the fibers stoge by stage. 

*•» Variable crosswise fiber density enables extra strengthening in high load oreos. 
v New fiber contraction achieves top compression strength, high bending strength and 


unreal strength/weight ratio. 

One piece base with integrated conical connection joint allows perfect bending curve, 
v Sealed surface, protects the corbon fibers and makes combers rotate easily. 

*> Top trim check system. 

v Serial numbers guarantee perfect matching of top and base. 

«> XC 420 and XC 440 — the light weight masts for much better handling, even in the 


toughest waves. 

❖ In an independent test done by Surf magazine in Germany, the Xcellerator was rated os 

the new standard that all mast companies must meet. 

fj ew 4^0 "Red 25" bend curve is now ovailable to fit softer constant curve most 


i, and most every soil on 

H N 1 C A L 

the market! 

1 N F O R 

MAT 

1 O h 

Length: 

XC420 

XC440 

XC460 

XC480 

3 

Stiffness MC: 

1 

2 

3 

Stiffness IMCS: 

24 

25 

27 

28 

Mastcurve: 

(( 

(C 

(FT 

cn 

Carbon: 

50% 

60% 

70% 

80% 

Weight 1-piece: 

1,75kg 

1.75kg 

1.75kg 

1,95kg 

Weight 2-piece: 

1,95kg 

1,95kg 

1,95kg 

2,15kg 

Construction: 

Cross Corbon Construction. Multdireclionol winding 

Connection: 

One Piece 

Bose / One Piece Wind 



XCELEEKATE NOW! 
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TIBfl 254 VR 

VOLUME: 75 liters 
WEIGHT: 18.4 pounds 
LENGTH: 8'4" 

WIDTH: 21.3° 

CONSTRUCTION: Blow-molded 
PRICE: $885 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
The 254 is a very radical shape, the 
most extreme production board on the 
market. It has extremely low volume in 
the nose, is very thick in the tail and 
has a way aft wide point Interestingly, 
this board has a bump- and-jump foot¬ 
strap setup, with double straps on the 
tail and forward straps out on the rail. 
Its rocker line is very flat. 

ACCESSORIES: A full deckpad is 
probably nicest to have on this, a 
waveboard. It cushion the landings 
on jumps and jump jibes, and it 
increases traction when your feet are 
out of the straps. Since Tiga boards 
use Tiga finboxes, you likely will have 
to use the fin that comes with the 
board, and the 254's fin is a very radi¬ 
cal, cutaway, upright wave design. It’s 
difficult to master, as it spins out on 
command, but It’s very slashy once 
you get the feel for it. 

WINDSURFING 


WHAT WE LIKE: This high-strung 
board has a very high-performance 
feel our expert wavesailors loved. It 

hangs in there in high winds and is 

great to throw around small waves o 
big chop. The narrow, light nose 
comes around lightning fast on jibes, 
and the board is so small, it handles 
great in the air. This is a fast board. Its 
tail has a slalom-like feel that makes it 
easy to hike out and blast off the wind. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: The 
rocker on this board is so flat it 
seems limited for carvy rail-to-rail 
sailing. The tail is rather thick, which 
makes it hard to really bury a rail. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This 
board has such a radical outline and 
low flotation that it takes a full-blown 
expert to sail it the way it was meant to 
be. But in the hands of an aggressive 
high-wind sailor, the board’s one of the 
loosest, highest-performance models 
on the market. We don’t like it for 
sailors over 180 pounds because it’s 
such a sinky board, but we don’t like 
the thick tail for lightweights either. It’s 
a board for the 150- to 180-pound 
sailor on sails no bigger than 4.5. But 
for that guy, it’s great for a 3.5 or 4.0 
wound out. The 254 is equally at home 
for pivoty, slashy wavesailing in small 
waves (under head-high) or radical 
flat-water conditions. 


SUITABILITY 
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Tiga’s little 254 is extreme no-nose, but 
experts like Mike Grundy know just how to 
deal with it. 


Our Intermediate 

Speaks 

M eet Richard Hans. Or better yet, 
meet him the way I met him. 
We were unpacking all our 
boards at Punta Camero, and this guy sit¬ 
ting with all his friends under a thatched 
roof calls out to me, “Tom, you know 
what you need? You need an average 
sailor in your board tests. All you guys 
are so good, so you need a guy like me to 
balance it out" 

He had a point, so I sailed with him a 
little bit. It turns out he’s a little better 
than average, but he doesn t make all his 
jibes, he’s not blasting huge jumps, he’s 
in his upper 40s, and his life doesn’t 
revolve around traveling to high-wind 
destinations to windsurf. He sells real 
estate in Rochester, New York. And he 
sails more like... like most people. 

So, meet our newest, and possibly 
most important, tester: Richard Hans. 

TOM: Richard, tell me what you think 
of these boards. Which are easy to sail, 
which are hard to sail, what’s good for 
your friends, what do you look for in a 
high-wind board, and do you need a 
high-wind board? 

RICHARD: Yes, I need a high-wind 
board. I have a Fanatic Boa right now, 
and I’m really comfortable on it 

TOM: What are you looking for in a 
board to be used in 5.0 and under? 

RICHARD: I’m looking for some¬ 
thing that’s pretty forgiving. At an inter¬ 
mediate level, that’s really important. 
TOM: What are your other boards? 
RICHARD: I have a Presto and a 
Mega Cat. I usually start off the season 
sailing the Mega Cat because it’s really 
cold, and I don’t want to fall in. After the 
racing season ends, I just put my two 
shortboards on the car. As for my 
favorite board here, I’m really comfort¬ 
able on the Edge. I just love the Edge. 

STEPH: We all agree. It was unani¬ 
mous. 

KEN: How does the Tiga 260 compare 
to the Edge? 

RICHARD: I like the 260 and the 
Pro-Tech. The Pro-Tech was the no-nose 
board that got my attention. It was the 
only one I really liked other than the 
Seatrend 88 ATV [not tested here] I 
sailed in the Gorge last summer. 
Unfortunately I didn’t think the 86 ATV 
handled as well. I felt really comfortable 
on the Pro-Tech, though. 



Terrain Vehictes for Maneuver Oriented MiMnceSallng 

_ ... , i _ t-niro /wpr vnur mind. These o>fl" i ocami 


A.T.V.'s have landed and want to take over your mind-These 
ds will allow you to do things you've never been able to do 
re. They will put fun back into your sailing. You w‘ll jibe 
tout thinking, jump higher, land easier an smi e 'gg- 

t them, as they are taking over the world. Haven t you seen 

e of your friends with that smile? They ave a _y, 

n over by the A.T.V.'s. Give up now *^he Seatrend A.T.V.s 
. . „oll ^(10-477-426/ 


4 Sizes Avalable In ES11 technology 
_ 88“/264cm 

89lti.N:ir,29an 
M:223\57cm.T:l4',36an 

SV/259 cm 

892 Iff. N: 11,29cm 
M: 22’, 56an,T:133 ,34cm 

8T/249cm, 

71 Itr.N: 10.6'27cm 
M: 21", 53cm, T:14.36cm 

Tin"/939 an 














































TiGfl 26 ® nee 

VOLUME: 88 
WEIGHT: 19 pounds 
LENGTH: 87" 

WIDTH: 21.8" 

CONSTRUCTION: Blow-molded 
PRICE: $885 semi-complete 
DESIGN CHARACTERISTICS: 
This board is easily the oldest design 
in the test. Consequently, it features 
some old characteristics, such as a 
quad concave bottom, wide nose, for¬ 
ward track placement and forward 
strap positioning. Its tail is fairly thin, 
its nose is fairly thick and bulbous, 
and, against today’s new curvy out¬ 
lines, the 260 is remarkably straight 
ACCESSORIES: Tiga’s full deck- 
pad is an outstanding feature that 
makes the board even more pleasur¬ 
able to sail, but the biggest surprise is 
the excellent G-10 blade that comes 
with the 260. This fin is competitive 
with most after-market stuff that costs 
$150. Other than that, the accessories 
are very straightforward, and the base 
and straps are very simple. 

WHAT WE LIKE: What makes 
this board so popular for high winds 
Is simply that it is the smoothest 

WINDSURFING 


high-wind board there is. Its chop- 
dampening quad concave and fairly 
heavy poly construction make high 
winds and rough water a breeze. 

Also, there really isn’t an easier board 
to jibe or ride in rough conditions. 

The 260 is amazingly smooth through 
rough waters. 

But this board isn’t only a high- 
wind model. It planes up quickly con¬ 
sidering its weight and consequently 
covers an impressive wind range. Its 
speed isn’t race-winning anymore, 
but it’s still a very fast board when 
the going gets rough. Of course, its 
durability on impact is excellent. 

WHAT WE DON’T LIKE: Our 
advanced sailors don’t like the forward 
width, track and strap orientation of 
this board, saying it feels nose-heavy, 
but that’s the only complaint. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: This is 
still an outstanding all-around, 
high-wind board for an intermediate 
to advanced sailor. It certainly is one 
of the most versatile boards for an 
intermediate. It has a good sail 
range—it is easily usable with any¬ 
thing from a 5.5 race sail powered up 
to a wound-out 4.2 wave sail. We like 
this most as a bump-and-jump board, 
but it certainly could be used in some 
onshore wave-jumping applications. 

It is ideal for smooth cruising in 
rough water and helps turn an inexpe¬ 
rienced high-wind sailor into a hero. 

But we don’t recommend it for a 
high-performance sailor looking for a 
slashy board. 


SUITABILITY 
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Waves 5 


ROUND TABLE, continued 

KEN: Did you like the way the Tier 
260 jibed? ga 

RICHARD: It took a little cranking 
around. 

TOM: Which boards are you going tn 
say, “Don’t buy”? 

RICHARD: I’d say the HiFly 265 isn’t 
something you’d want to own. It’s not a 
bad board to rent, though. I thought it 
was sluggish and mushy. It didn’t pop. 

TOM: What else wouldn’t you recom¬ 
mend? 

RICHARD: I wouldn’t recommend 
the Rap because I thought it was very 
hard to jibe—it bounced out on the turns. 
It handled some of the chop, but it felt 
bouncy on the turns. I wouldn’t recom¬ 
mend the Gecko. For my level it is too 
much work. I’m too lazy. 

TOM: What, you couldn’t get it going? 

RICHARD: Well, you pump it up, but 
as soon as you head it up ... I don’t have 
the finesse you guys do, and as soon as I 
did something a little bit wrong I couldn’t 
go upwind. I actually started to get better 
on it and could jibe it pretty nicely. 

TOM: Did you like the Ecstasy? 
That’s a pretty small board for you. 

RICHARD: It didn’t feel too small. I 
was powered, I got it up on a plane quick¬ 
ly and it was really maneuverable. It’s a 
great board. I’ve never sailed waves, but 
it was really fun in the big rollers out 
here. 

TOM: Let’s say I was going to let you 
leave here with any of these boards. 
Which would you take? 

RICHARD: I’d say the Edge. If I did¬ 
n’t get the Edge, I’d go with the 
Pro-Tech. I forgot to mention that I liked 
the Axxis a lot too. It’s traditional and 
wide where you need it 

TOM: Okay, they’re yours. ... Just 
kidding. ■ 




A.R.T. SLALOM BLADE 

JWs high speed, competition race sail 
features 7 battens with 4 internal camber 
inducers for unmatched wind efficiency. Its 
wide luff and perfect foil shape ^ 
Oliver unprecedented power 
, Ability. Its wide mast Ar ^ 
s, eeve provides an /if / 


A.R.T. WAVE PRO 

Perfect for onshore wave/slalom 
conditions, this sail is king of the 
beach! Featuring A.R.T.'s Duo 
Batten system, the Wave Pro is 
ideal for aggressive sailors A 
who want controllable jik 
power and effortless J/T 
handling in the surf, m f ** 
It's durable enough Jml 
to handle any Ml 
conditions, yet it Ml / 
is extremely JBy/ 

lightweight Mj / . 
and well- Ml / / 
balanced. Ml /A 


A.R.T. SLALOM PRO 

This sail is a slalom race 
powerhouse. And with its Dynamic 
Top Twist and high center of effort, 
it gives regatta racers the edge the] 
need to stay in front. Quick 
to plane, it delivers A v 

unlimited top end speed 
on reaching courses, in' 1 \ 
And with 3 internal Uj j 
camber inducers, ttJ 
the Slalom Pro Jml T** 
is an upwind Ml / 

rocket on Mh^^l 
windward Ml 
legs. Ml / / 


HIGH-WIND HEAVEN 

Beautiful bays, crystal clear water, 
spectacular diving, incredible 
sunsets and of course 15-25+ 
knots of wind everyday. 

$ 616 50 Includes 7 nights accommo¬ 
dations (pp, dbl occ), equipment, free 
entrance to sea aquarium, taxes & service 
charges. Airfare not included. 

LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE. 

CALL TODAY! 


R0042 


Free information circle 94 on reader 


IT AN ART 


Extensive research and development has made A.R.T. i 
their innovative shapes are specifically designed to deliver maxim 
unsurpassed maneuverability in a wide range of sailing conditions J usl Y 
you'll instantly feel the power that these sails deliver, yet you'll be sailinq more 
comfortably than ever before. It s no wonder A.R.T. sails are the choice of 
performance windsurfers around the world. 

To speak with the A.R.T. expert nearest you simply call toll-free 


a leader in the performance sai 

r maximum speed, ultimate 
>■ Just close theqap 


And get your hands 
on one of these 
incredible works 
of A.R.T. 
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is easy to see. You’re not fast, and there are 
ter passing you. At first you blame your equ 
pounds you gained or the beers you had last 
i time on the water you eventually eliminate 

rr^ at?Everyone ' sstffl ^- 

s easy. Any decent instructor can give you tii 
W gam considerable speed. Here’s a com 
om our instructional staff. 


















































































KEEP YOUR BOARD 


In Photo 1 (left), Andy Brandt is all 
over the rig, almost hugging it and 
going dog-slow. He correctly gets 
away from the rig by straightening 
his arms and rolling his shoulders 
in the second photo. 


FLAT BY POINTING 
YOUR TOES. 

Don't make the common, uncon¬ 
scious mistake of sailing with 

heels. While this may 


your weight on your 
keep you upwind, it won’t make you fast. 
Flatten out the board by pointing your toes 
and sail upwind by sailing off your fin, not 
your rail. 


HANG FARTHER FROM 
ll THE RIG. STRAIGHTEN 
i ^ YOUR ARMS—USE 
v I YOUR SHOULDERS, 

V—^ NOT YOUR ARMS. 

You don’t carry your luggage with your 
elbows up and you shouldn't hang on to your 
rig that way. Roll your shoulders to get your 
body farther from your rig and your rig more 
upright. You can even roll your boom to your 
fingertips for the ultimate in extension. 




In the above photo, Cort Lamed 
shows the incorrect—and 
slow—style of putting weight on the 
heels and digging the windward rail 
as a result. In the photo at right, 
Charles Dasher points his toes, has 
the board flat and goes fast. 


viygt'l 


. 1 USE YOUR BACK FOOT 
*-7 AS THE GAS PEDAL. 

W PRESS LATERALLY 
i. AGAINST THE FIN— 

■ IT'LL PUSH BACK. 

Some sailors are afraid to lean against the fin. 
This could be from a fear of spinning out. But 
if you have a good fin you can press hard 
against it with your back foot. It will press 
hard against you, and you’ll go much faster. 


The student above has equal weight 
on both her feet and pushes against 
the bottom of the board rather than 
the fin. In the second photo (right), 
Larned shows the correct—and 
fast—style of putting lateral pres¬ 
sure on the fin. 

WINDSURFING 


MOVE HANDS TO 
SHOULDER-WIDTH 

APART. 

A lot 


of people are riding a 

1 -Harley rather than a windsurfer 

jjy the look of their hand placement. 

your hands in closer together 
5*kes you more sensitive to your sail an 
***§ keeps you farther away from your ng. 
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SHEET IN BY EXTENDING 

- YOUR BODY OVER THE 

lW| WATER. 

v ' Rather than just pulling in your sail 

v with your back arm, let the sail hold 

you up by lying out over the water. Remember 
to keep your body fairly straight while doing 


Larned sheets in with his arms, 
gets tired quickly and goes 
very, very slowly in Photo 1 
(above). In the second photo, 
he leans out and uses his body 
weight to sheet in. He’s flying. 


| SHORTEN YOUR 

L. / HARNESS LINES. 

/ Some of our instructors like to say, 

/ “Get out of the chair.” That means 

L. you must stand up and keep your 

butt from slapping the water. 




e DON’T PULL THE RIG 

7 TOO FAR TO WINDWARD. 

. While it’s good to get your body to 
windward, pulling your rig over with 
: you “chokes off” its power. Keep the 
rig vertical by extending your shoulders and 
your hips toward the sail. 


The student in Photo 1 (left) is sailing 
slowly because he’s bouncing around. 
Just look at his wake. Larned shows 
the correct “quiet,” fast style of sail¬ 
ing. Note how smooth his wake is in 
the photo below. 


Even accomplished sailors 
make this mistake. The top 
shot is an old photo of Tom 
James pulling the rig too far to 
windward. Dasher shows a 
more upright and faster rig posi¬ 
tion at right. 


O MAKE AS FEW 

CORRECTIONS IN 
/ YOUR POINT OF SAIL 

l ' AS POSSIBLE; SAIL 
v *—- “QUIET.” 

When you’re planing, the fastest way is 
the straightest way. By maintaining a 
point of sail and not “zigzagging” around, 
you'll be considerably faster. 












































































































The student in the first photo (left) is going 
terribly slow because he isn’t closing his 
gap. He may think it’s not windy enough, but 
if he raked his sail back into position (like 
Scott Trudon does in the below photo), he’d 
get planing and get going fast. 


H CLOSE YOUR GAP BY 
( ) EXTENDING YOUR 

FRONT LEG, BENDING 
' YOUR BACK LEG AND 
V —* RAKING YOUR SAIL BACK. 

Engineers recognized the aerodynamic bene¬ 
fits of end-plating a long time ago, but wind¬ 
surfers have known that closing the gap is a 
key to speed for only the past dozen years. 


fawaiian: The very core of one's being.) 


This is the core of Hot Sails Maui. Bom and 
bred on Maui's North Shore, we've been 
designing wave sails for over 10 years to 
excel in the most demanding conditions 
around the globe. Introducing the 1994 Wave 
Vision Classic and Gridlock Superlight Wave... 
the result of our wave sail philosophy, these 
sails offer the ultimate in maneuverability and 
control. 

Designed for hard core wavesailing and 
aerial maneuvers, the Wave Vision 
Classic excels anywhere that 
precise handling is necessary. jjk I 

Built with Heavy Water™ 

Construction and Gridlock (K 
Technology™, this sail can 


handle the heaviest conditions year after 
year... no holds barred. * 

If you're looking for the ultimate in M 
lightweight handling and versatility, the V 

Gridlock Superlight Wave delivers. 

Maximum use of our innovative Gridlock 
Technology™ produces the lightest wavesail 
available, yet strong enough to handle the 
toughest waves in the world. Two 3/4 length 
battens make tricks effortless and provide 
instantaneous response in all situations. 

Hot Sails Maui will take you farther 
than you've ever been before... 
because when nature gets 
{ K] radical, that's when we're at our 


Trudon is going fast in both of these pic¬ 
tures, but note where the water releases off 
his board in Photo 1 (above). It’s way up by 
the graphics because his mast track is so far 
forward. In Photo 2, he has the track back, 
and the water is releasing back behind the 
straps. This reduces wetted surface, which 
reduces drag, which makes him ao 


Photos: Peter Sterling Rider Phillip Meot 


circle 45 on reader service card 


Call 1-800-753-4270 for 
brochure & nearest dealer 
























































•Note leech flutter. 

•Note ease of jibing. 

•Use anemometer to check wind strength. 

•Judge ideal wind strength for given sail and 175-pound 

rider. 

•Check construction. 

•Time rigging both with and without cam. 

•Check downhaul tension. 

•Check battens. 

•Note cam type. 

^MostTbservations stemming from the points on this 
list are summarized in the chart on page 82. Some factors 
we deemed meaningless because there was virtually no 
difference among any of the sails in the whole group. 

-Ea“ ot iib ln g " for example, means little when ever, sail 
jibe^pretty much the same way, as these singlecams do. 

MAY 1 9 9 4 


^ ur checklist for each sail went like this: 
afce sail out of bag and note whether buyer has to 
Perform a lot of assembly. 

whether sail rolls up neatly with all battens installed. 

Check rigging instructions and note exceptional ones. 
#A/°* e hassles when rigging for the first time, 
ote whether batten ends are easy on the hands. 

V*' 1 with cam. 

•^, Ver * *° ca mless mode and note difficulties. 
wi * hou tcam. . , 

9e whether camless performance is significantly 
Cerent. 

•C k acce,er stion and speed. 
e/y 0 , e ease of waterstart. 

•fy 0 . e ease of rotation. 
e Power and stability. 


BY KEN WINNER 



















































Likewise, “ease of 
rotation” inspired only 
one notation when one 
cam of the 13 failed to 
pop every time. 

Other points, howev¬ 
er, struck us as very 
important. Perhaps the 
relaxed atmosphere of 
the test locale influ¬ 
enced us unduly, but we 
decided the sails in this 
category should be easy 
to deal with. 

After all, when we’re 
talking single-cams, 
we’re not talking 
world-beating race or 
wave performance, so 
why not have sails that we checked the downhaul tension needed to rig each sail 
are easy to use? Maybe 
that’s Margarita talking, but we’ll stand by her. 

The upshot is that while each of these sails is a good per¬ 
former in its particular niche, we recommend most highly those 
that perform well and are easy to deal with. Details like how 
much assembly is required out of the bag, how many battens 
must be installed, how easy they are to install, whether the foot 
batten must be removed for the sail to roll up neatly, whether 
batten end caps hurt our winter-softened hands, and so on, 
strongly colored our judgment of each sail. 

The performance niches we identified are power, speed, wave 
performance and versatility. 


Slalom and Top Sai i, 
Free Wing. 11 s 

SPEED 

At the top of th e 
speed niche w e place 
Hot Sails Maujv 
AWOL Vortex. It ^ 
only has an impressive 
top end, but also plenty 
of low-end punch. The 
versatile Windwi ng 
Black Diamond is f as t 
too, though not nearly 
as hassle-free. A good 
low-cost alternative, 
keeping in mind that 
the Hot is hardly 
expensive at $400, is 
the World Sails 5.0. 


WAVE PERFORMANCE 

The top wave sail is the Waddell Epic. Of course, it’s a dedi¬ 
cated wave sail, so it should do well in this category, but it’s also 
one of the most hassle-free sails in the group—it comes fully 
assembled, it’s painless to rig, and its construction is solid. The 
Windwing Black Diamond is also a very credible wave sail. 


POWER 

In the first niche we place sails with a slalom orientation but 
without a lot of top-end speed. These sails have the kind of 
punch needed to get intermediate and even advanced wind¬ 
surfers going without a lot of pumping. They usually have rela¬ 
tively little twist in the leech and a deep draft They’re not very 
stable and seldom have a light crisp feel, but they’re exactly the 
right type of sail to have if your board is not the latest and the 
lightest, and your 
technique is not the 
most refined. 

We like the North 
Katana best in this 
niche, for its combina¬ 
tion of power, low 
weight and hassle-free 
design. The Ezzy 
Super G, while not 
quite as light, easy to 
use and gutsy, has a 
better top end and 
also works well as a 
power-oriented slalom 
and bump sail. 

Attractive low-cost 
alternatives for the 
really power-hungry 
sailor are the 
Aerotech Universal 


WHY POWER IS GOO D 

R eaders who missed our review of twin-cams last year (May 
93), and the explanation of the term “power" contained 
therein, may wonder at our selection of “power" as a quality 
upon which to judge sails. After all, if you need more power, tton’t 
you just rig a bigger sail? ’ 

you't^en need n^ ing * is 0ne way * more power. But 

Jo btairr^ ®, r mast aad a bi " er ’ stiffer b °° m to 

Klt e S r sail. Weight, bulk and cost make for a 

because bio rirtd^ -? 8 ?' C0Urse ' racers ®° 0181 «>ute 
the best speed around mn . ® Ve ^ 9reatest ran 9 e and therefore 

surfers are better off getUngTsm^Shfir^"’ 

erful sail that fits a shorter Hohtaf !** 9ht ' mex . pensive » mor © Pow- 

They find such sails easier to unh»’ iT ®*? ensive mast ® d boom. 

so on. That’s why we judge sails on thei^ 16 ' She8t COrrectly and 

those that have I lot of and * V ® Credit *> 


VERSATILITY 

Finally, at the top of the versatility niche we place the 
Rushwind Vertigo and Neil Pryde 4WD Street Wave-Slalom. The 
polish of the Pryde is a little more impressive, but we like the 
crisp feel and range of the Rushwind. Just as versatile as the 
Rushwind and almost as easy to use is the Sailworks Quadro. We 
used it during board testing more than any other sail. 

However, for raw, uncut versatility, with considerations like 
perfect ease of use aside, the Windwing Black Diamond struck 
us as the strongest sail in the group. It changes its personality 
the most when converted from single-cam to camless mode, and 
its performance is among the most satisfying in both the speed 
and wave niches. Not surprisingly, it’s also the most expensive 

sail in the test. At the 
other end of the price 
spectrum, the Gaastra 
CS1X is our low-cost 
choice for versatility, 
even though it has 

some weaknesses 

with regard to ease of 
use. 

We could go on 
and on, discoursing on 
all manner of insignifr 
cant details and dis¬ 
secting each sail with 
Teutonic thorough¬ 
ness, but that wouldn 
fit the tone of this test 

Remember- 

Single-cams, not race 
sails. Buffet, not Bach- 
Pass the salt. 





AEROTECH UNIVERSAL 
SLALOM 5.2 


This Aerotech is the diesel 
locomotive of the group. It’s 
built of Mylar and has a vinyl 
window so it’s tough, and it has 
a full, powerful shape so it will 
pull you onto a plane quicker 
than any other single-cam test¬ 
ed. It’ll work well on full-size 
boards (over 185 liters) and any 
slalom board. The low down- 
haul tension required and the 
reasonable weight should 
appeal to lightweight riders. 

The Universal Slalom is not a 
top-end-oriented sail, however. 
The draft moves back severely 
in gusts over 20 knots, and you 
probably wouldn’t use it in the 
waves. But for extended hard use in light to moderate winds by 
beginning to advanced windsurfers, this is probably the best 
value in the group. 


This sail is surprisingly light, 
powerful and fast. The 4.4 we 
tested didn’t give up much in 
terms of low-end punch to most 
of the 5.0s in the test. On the 
other hand, it didn’t seem to han¬ 
dle the high winds more easily 
than its bigger counterparts. 

Our only real complaints are 
that rolling up the CS1X with 
the foot batten in place was 
impossible, and the batten end 
caps are hard on the hands. 

While the CS1X doesn’t have 
the heavy-duty construction of a 
dedicated wave sail, and it lacks 
the big top end of some 
slalom-oriented sails, its power 
and light, crisp feel made it one 
of our favorites whether we were 
slalom, bump or wave sailing. 


EZZV SUPER G 5.0 


GRRSTAR CS1X 4.4 


RHOL VORTEX 5.0 


Dave Ezzy’s new Super G is 
another powerful, slalom-orient¬ 
ed single-cam. It has Ezzy’s new 
split-batten camber inducer, 
which worked flawlessly for us 
this time (we had some trouble 
with it on the race sails tested 
for our April issue) and was fair¬ 
ly easy to remove when we con¬ 
verted to camless mode. 
Attention to detail is evident in 
the fact that the bottom two bat¬ 
tens, which receive the most 
abuse, are made of durable 
fiberglass, while the top three 
are made of light-weight foam 
sandwich. 

While we wouldn’t say this 
^1 is as versatile as some, owing to its slalom-oriented ou ^ ne » 
and we therefore wouldn’t take it in waves, it’s a gutsy and last 
choice for slalom sailing and chop hopping. 


The external “Camber Switch” cam is the most umnuaU 
tore of Gaastra’s CS1X. It can be quickly adjusted so the 
ftotic shape (the shape it takes when not sheeted in) 1S ™ , , 
ess full. However, when we tried the sail with the cam 
^•switched off or removed entirely, we failed t0 det ect any s g 
to f '<*nt difference in performance. That’s not a complaint, 
° u gh, because the sail worked well in any case. 


The Vortex is an odd-looking 
sail. It’s incredibly full below the 
boom and incredibly flat above. 

Plus, while most sails with a 
3'4-batten option require removal 
of the cam and replacement of the 
cam batten so the sail will go flat 
everywhere when luffed, the 
Vortex has a different arrange¬ 
ment. When converted to “han¬ 
dling” mode, the Vortex retains 
the cam and replaces the two fall 
battens above the boom with 34 
battens. Since the above-boom 
part of the sail is incredibly flat 
already, we can’t see the advan¬ 
tage of using the 34 battens. 

However, and this is the 
important part, we loved the 

sail. Here’s why: No assembly of battens or batten straps is 
required, the sail rolls up easily with the bottom batten in place, 
the batten ends are easy on the hands, and its censtruchon is 
excellent. Most important, the Vortex handles 
beautifully—waterstarts are a snap-it - s 

hits a higher top end than any other sail in the group. This sail is 
so fast, we had a hard time believing it was just a single-cam. 

K we were to criticize, we’d focus on weight, nggrng and ver- 
sJETJSght * kifh. but that* because fte eft. b» 

Msleeve issu* 

ssflfcMsssgsaBtiQ 

scores full points. - 
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ALPILY VIPER 


AtPHACAT 


NEIL PRVDE4HD 
STREET WHVE-SLHLOM 


When you eat at a fine 
restaurant, more than half the 
experience is the presentation, 
the aesthetics. When you buy 
from the world's top sail maker, 
you can expect outstanding pre¬ 
sentation as well: The bag, rig¬ 
ging instructions, extra parts, 
fully assembled sail—all con¬ 
tribute to the impression of 
quality and functionality, and 
Neil Pryde delivers. 

The 4WD is a fairly flat, soft, 
easy-sailing design. Not rigid or 
super-stable, nor exceptionally 
full and powerful, Ifs more a “golden mean” type of sail and as 
such does everything reasonably well. A polished, durable and 
competent performer at a very reasonable price. 


with. However, this sail's lively 
handling, versatility, low down- 
haul tension, easy rigging and 
impeccable construction made 
it one of our favorites. 

SRILWORHS QURDRO 4.7 

If you're looking for a light 
yet solidly built and versatile 
high-wind sail, the Quadro 
should be on your short list. Ifs 
not the best for toj>end slalom or 
hard-core wavesailing, but like 
the Rushwind and Gaastra, it has 
a crisp feel and lively perfor¬ 
mance. Unlike many convertible 


“Power-lite” might best 
describe this new North sail. 
The Katana was designed to 
provide lots of horsepower in a 
light, responsive package. 
Indeed, it's at least a pound 
lighter than the other 
power-oriented sails in the 
group. Like the others, the 
Katana doesn't have a big top 
end, but it powers up smooth¬ 
ly, and pressure goes to the 
back hand gradually and pre¬ 
dictably as the wind increases. 

The most unusual feature of 
this sail is the recently 
announced five-year guarantee 
, that comes with all '94 North 

sails. It covers workmanship, materials (except monofilm) 
seam failure, batten breakage or delamination, grommets, bat¬ 
ten tensioners, head caps and camber breakage or failure. 


RUSHHIND VIENTO S.O 


The Rushwind Viento is, like the Gaastra CS1X. reasnnahlv 
powerful and stable and has a light, crisp feelToTltfan 
extremely versatile sail, and while it doesn't excel in either 

S^weU m ^ ard ' COre W3Ve appHcations ' * ^es every- 

the wZUom ^ *** m ° re St3ble ** 016 locked 
TTie head cap is crude, and the cam isn’t the easiest to deal 

WINDSURFING 


sails, the Quadro has a notice¬ 
ably different performance 
when the cam is in or out. 
Leave the cam in, and stabili¬ 
ty is surprisingly good. Take 
it out, and stability goes down 
but luffability is good. 

We don't like the buckle 
that attaches the head cap to 
the top of the sail. It slipped 
so badly at first that we had 
to tie a half hitch in the web¬ 
bing before we could apply 
downhaul tension. We also 
noticed a bit more leech flut¬ 
ter than we would have liked. 
Still, for its easy rigging, low 
weight, solid construction 
and versatility, the Quadro is 
definitely a contender. 


SIMMER STYLE WAVE 
SLALOM SC 5.2 

The Simmer strikes us as 
somewhat like the Pryde in 
overall look and feel. It’s fairly 
flat, but not really top-end ori¬ 
ented; it has a soft, powerful 
feel, but it’s not as gutsy as the 
real powerhouses. 

It has an adjustable external 
cam similar to those on the 
Gaastra and Rushwind but easier 
to install and remove. We don’t 
think the cam contributes signifi¬ 
cantly to performance, however. 

Our only criticism is that . 
the leech flutters a bit more ' 
than we would like. Otherwise, 
this is a reasonably versatile 

performer suitable for beginner 1 

to advanced slalom sailors. 


Complete with footstraps, 
deck pads and World- 
Class Copello fin, 

Hiob volume tail for instant 
acceleration and limitless 






ggpeeeq 


"ED LINE 


Optimized "'ActiveArea" 
for quick planing and 
reduced drag. 

FAST. Technology delivers 
World Cup weight to volume ratio 
without sacrificing durability. 


CAN DIAL 
INTO A HIGH- 
PERFORMANCE, 
COMPOSITE 
SAILOOARD 
WITHOUT 

OVERPOWERING 

YOUR CREDIT 


Tough, overlapped, 
seamless rails for 
extreme rigidity. 

Double sandwich construction 
for “custom made"quality, 
excelled flexibility and comfort. 


No Nose design for 
comfortable sailing 
even in extreme chop. 

Available in eight 
different shapes tofit 
any conditions. 


To speak with 
theCopello 
expert nearest you and see 
one of these totally cool 
boards today call toll free: 

1 - 800 - 256 - 9464 . 


FREE COLOR CATALOG 
CALL: 1-800-843-7873 


Featuring the new Fanatic 
shapes, the 1994 Alpha Series is 
the most exciting sailboard line 
ever introduced. Because never 
before has a top-performance, 
composite board been sold for 
just $699. And at over $200 less 
than any other composite board 
on the market, this price 
includes footstraps, fin and 
mast foot. 

To speak to an Alpha expert in 
your area and see one of these 
limitless boards for yourself, 
call toll-free: 

1 - 800 - 256 - 9464 . 

And dial into a high-perfor¬ 
mance, composite sailboard at 
a very comfortable price. 


Composite Construction. 
Unreal Prices. 


A 0042 


Tortola is the hottest spot in the 
Caribbean to experience the new 
rage of Windsurf Cruising. You can 
actually go island hopping on your 
windsurfer. It’s spectacular! 

$504 Includes 7 nights accommo¬ 
dations (pp, dblb occ), equipment, taxes 
& service charges. Airfare not included. 


LIMITED SPACE AVAILABLE. 
CALL TODAY! 

1-800-635-1155 











































































TOPSOILS FHEE WING 



The Free Wing is nominally 
the biggest sail in the group, 
but when we laid it on top of 
the World 5.0 and Aerotech 5.2 
we found all three are very 
nearly the same size. Thus, we 
attribute the Free Wing’s high 
weight to its extra heavy-duty 
construction—vinyl window, 
thick tack and clew patches, 
plenty of Mylar—rather than 
its size. 

This is a powerhouse sail 
similar to the Aerotech: great 
for light to moderate winds; 
works on any type of slalom or 
big board; able to take abuse. 
We like this sail for begin¬ 
ning to advanced riders. Our main criticism has to do with the 
foot batten. You can’t roll the sail up neatly with the foot batten 
installed, yet installation is a bigger hassle than with most Still, 
with a price of just $199, the Free Wing doesn’t have to be quite 
as polished and easy to use as some others. 


rolls up neatly with the foot bat¬ 
ten installed. Small points, per¬ 
haps, but we can’t help but like 
a sail that’s so free of hassles. 


WIHDWING BLOCK 


Windwing’s Black Diamond 
is the most versatile sail in the 
test It has a moderate slalom- 
style outline and it rigs with a 
tubular batten when the cam is 
installed. In that configuration 
it’s very fast and 
stable—almost as fast as the 
Hot However, when it’s rigged 

camless with a 3/4 batten above __ 

the boom, it’s a very capable 

wave sail—tough and easy to handle. We feel expert wave, 
bump and slalom sailors will find this a very capable multi-pur¬ 
pose sail. 



WORLD SAILS 5.0 


WRODELL EPIC 4.7 

The Epic is the only dedi¬ 
cated wave sail in the group 
and, not surprisingly, topped 
our list of favorites for pure 
wave and trick sailing. It’s light 
and short on the boom, and it 
goes completely flat when 
luffed, so tricks are a snap. 

Switching to cambered 
mode was easy, but this is one 
of those sails for which the 
cam doesn’t add that much to 
performance. 

In addition to its good wave 
and bump performance, this 
sail is appealing because it 
comes fully assembled and 


The World 5.0 is a compe¬ 
tent top-end-oriented slalom 
and jump sail. It has a slalom 
outline and a single tubular 
batten that helps to make it 
surprisingly stable. Given this 
sail’s slalom orientation and 
slalom-like stability, we felt 
there would be no benefit to 
sailing it in camless mode. 

While this sail is not quite in 
the same league for top-end 
speed as the Windwing or Hot, 
considering the price, it does 
very well. 

Our only criticism has to do 
with camber rotation and leech 
flutter. The cam doesn’t rotate 
as easily from side to side as we would like, especially on thicl 
masts, and the leech flutters a bit more than we would like. All ii 
all, though, a good value. ■ 



THE SUPPORTING CAST 


I n every sail test the sails are the stars, and the suDnnrtinrr 7 * ‘ -- 

tion here, however, and give credit to all the otherplavers First “ ent 2° ned - We break with that tradi- 

and Power Composites were kind enough to lend us masts fnr tL * makers Dynafibe r, Fiberspar, NoLimitz 
our timed rigging tests, and Fiberspar and Windsurfino Hawaii m= . t0StS ' We USed the Fjbers P ar boom “ 311 
A mast base that was incredibly useful during our rhor-w™ of H 8 b f Se ^ m 311 board and sail tests. 

Gorge Technology. It made life a lot more bean£le. We’re also Was the ^ ’ n Easy from 

• cell used to test downhaul tension. hd to Gorge Technology for lending us the load 

WINDSURFING 





His is 
HiFly’s new 
(,$. distribution 
center. Nice, Huh? 


It's dean. Dry. 
Stands up to Gorge winds. 
Storage is plentiful. And the rent is low. 

All important issues in our decision to sell at 
low prices. Which means you can now buy a 
HiFly board for as low as $499. 
.Further, you can buy that board at that price 
from HiFly N.A. or your local windsurf shop. 

Designed by see phenol goys, liMiM. Bria " ** 

Fast. And Fen. And HiFly ttses only stotwMea-. materials and technology to monufachtt. then bootds. 

Andrea World Cup racer, races HiFly by choice Ranked 6th in '92, we think Andrea makes 

Andrea Hoeppner, won p ^ „ ( L !n L "th P IHiFlvl short boards are extremely easy to 

pretty good choices. Important peopledike magazine e . ereisn <, ashopnear you to buy a HiFly board, 

sail." And they "have impressive weight to volume ratios. Perhaps 
All the more reason to order one from us. Naturally, we'll be happy to sen 
yon a highly inlonnahv. brochere detailing an, Ml line. 01 coot* yam tad. 

Mil be Undo Had whet they find oat how Me >» P°*<-*>' bel01,6 
to lend Ihem Ihe brochure. But don't loselhe 800number, ttecause you II never 

know when you'll wanfapotherHiFl^oard 


HiFly North America, Inc. 

490 Sunnyside Rd.*Trout Lake, WA 98650 


/ n g 
,g auct Information 34 





























































example, if the needle holes of a monofilm sail are el 0ngat 
ed, or the monofilm around a needle hole is shattered or 
tom, the seam is already well on its way to coming apart 

Seams between monofilm panels can be incredibly f ra 
ile or plenty tough. It all depends on how the sail maker 
reinforces the monofilm at the seam. Most sail makers sew 
fabric tape on both sides of every monofilm seam. Some 
glue a double-sided sticky-back material between the panel 
of monofilm. Both approaches seem to do a good job of keep! 
ing seams intact. Tape on just one side of a seam between 
panels of monofilm, however, is not widely considered an 
adequate solution. 

Batten pockets receive a lot of abuse because they come 
in rough contact with the surface on which a sail is rigged, ty 
there's nothing but monofilm between a batten and a paved 
rigging area, the pavement will wear holes in the monofikn 
Consequently, most sail makers sew protective patches of 
tough fabrics on batten pockets wherever the monofilm may 
be subject to excessive abrasion. 

Luff-sleeve seams are vulnerable to abrasion from masts 
especially rough masts, and can fail over time. Therefore, 
most sail makers have taken pains to ensure that structural 
luff seams (the ones that the sail can't do without) can't be 
abraded by the mast. Neil Pryde designers, for example, 
have put a narrow webbing tape inside the front of the mast 
sleeve to protect key stitching. Others, such as Sailworks, 
have gone to a three-piece luff sleeve, in part so that the 
stitching is in a position that makes it less likely to be 
abraded by the mast. One sail maker that probably doesn’t 
worry about this problem because its masts are so smooth is 
North. ■ 


T echnical testing for these sails was somewhat like 
that of the race sails reviewed in our April issue, but 
more extensive in some areas, less so in others. While 
our method for weighing sails and checking downhaul ten¬ 
sion remained the same, our approach to rigging was a little 
different. This time we listed rigging times both with and 
without the cam, but since we didn't find any of these sails 
hard to rig, we left out the "hassle" rating that accompanied 
“rig time” in April. We also focused less on batten stiffness 
this time, because stiff battens are less important in 
single-cam sails than in race sails. 

More important, we gave greater weight to issues like 
ease of use in the single-cam test. For example, we consid¬ 
ered questions like whether the foot batten must be 
removed before a sail can be neatly rolled up and whether a 
sail must be assembled—battens installed, batten straps 
tightened—before it can be rigged. 

Points like whether a sail easily converts from cambered 
to camless mode and back probably aren't very important 
because most sailors seldom make the change. Still, we gave 
a rough indication of how difficult the operation is for each 
sail. 

We also took a hard look at construction this time, in par¬ 
ticular, four key aspects: the shape of the needle holes; the 
taping of monofilm seams; the shielding of monofilm from 
abrasion where it makes up part of the batten pocket; and 
the protection of thread in the luff sleeve stitches from abra¬ 
sion by the mast. 

Needle holes in well-built sails are normally round, even 
when they go through monofilm. Anything else is very 
unusual and indicates a problem with the construction. For 


/ A R^ZORRACL-GIOONLY $79 fty . 

I \ Jr may be tin best fin value In the book. The Razor is m 'l \ 

■ g Tne noTtwl up?mid performance shape on the market. E I \ 

|J $ MM834Q, 40an/15.75’, Sails 6.5-7 5 $79 

IK | MM8338,38cm/15\ Saits 60-70 $79 * 

I * ■ MM8336,36cm / U.V Saih 15-6 5 $79 V <1 

^ MMB334,34cm 13.5*. iah 5i-6.0 $79 H l| j 

WACkGioONLY$79 nil 

Li 


MMM3?, 32an/lJ.5'] Sob 15-5J $79 
NMM30,30aVU.I*|SoiMMO $79 


rfcK550N4skAAGESEN We're very excited to add this line to our 

r----—--- 1 offering for ‘94. Tomas Persson, 

| Phone for special introductory pridngl | designer of our hot Simmer Race sail, 

“ : ----- J < and Tim Aagesen are both former World 

Cup champions, now devoted to designing the ultimate in performance both 
above and below the board. We've sailed these fins and they're awesome. 
Check them out with our Money Back Satisfaction Guarantee! Try 

nnt trktallw CtnUorl conrl it Ksrl/ uiitkin — J -_ll* 


Check them out with our Money Back Satisfaction Guarantee! Try 'em out. If 
not totally stoked, send it back within three weeks in good condition for a 
complete refund! _ 




GFK. The fin that makes every one 
look good. Swept back for early 
planing, easy turning, and almost n 
spinout! (US and Tuttle base) 


G^K. The fin that put up new 
standards for what a weed buster can 
do. (US and Tuttle base) 

32an/12J* 

29cm/11.5* 

26cm/10.25" 

PRBWD $69 


G-10. Wide range fin to keep 
you going through the holes. 
Thicker foil (US and Tuttle 
base) 

35cm/l 3.75* 

32cm/12.5* 

30cm/l 1.8* _ 

prbs $132 mmr. 


2:15/2:00 


5(3 SW) 


30cm/n.8* 
28cm/n* 
PRBE $69 


1:35/1:25 


2:20/n/a 


2:00/1:35 

1:40/1:35 


430-27 


440-23.5 


tore upright, efficient outline 
rofile for better pointing in 
and waves, (USi and Tuttle 


G-10. Awesome Polntingl 
(US and Tuttle base) 
38cm/15* 

36an/14.2* 

34an/13.5" 

32an/12J 

30cm/lir 


26an/10.25- 
24an/9.5" 
22an/8.5' 
PRBW $69 


32cm 12.5* 
30cm 11.8' 
28cm ir 
PRPS45 


_ $499 N N 5 (1 tube) 460-25 "1 

_ $332 JW 5 (1 tube) 460-25 "1 

jWitowrind upper MCSpen*^^ 


2:10/n/a 


Aff pricing b suggested retd pricing 


28cm/ir 
PRBB $132 


Douid WareImhjsc 

BOO-992-SAIL 


^7-481-6191 Boston, MA 
Free information circle 91 on reader service card 


gpy.39e.169Q 
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A. O'NEILL CYC '< • CON ■ •jTin, 
O'NEILL’S BEST ALL- i'OUND V ,TS(j|i E 
Built to last, the Cyclone delive s warmth and dsfcjitv withn ! 
maneuverability. Its smooth Nylon 1 finish shield? vou from ,h„ Sa -'.v 
chilling gusts. Features removable forearm sections. Sizes- s w S 
#6032036 ‘ 

CALL 

B RONNY 2-PIECE WETSUIT 

(HISS. HERS) 

No matter what the conditions, this john & jacket combo will be 
body at the perfect temperature, so you can spend more hours on* 09 
water. Its Nylon 1 body and Nylon 2 sides provide the perfect m i? e 
warmth and flexibility. #6127511 Men's: (Black with Purple) ™ 6cl 
#6127512 Women’s: (Black with Peach) 

CALL 

C. RONNY ROLLOVER DRY SUIT 
THE PREFERRED DRYSUIT 


GET A NAME BRAND 
WETSUIT WITHOUT 
GETTING SOAKED 


condition. And its 2-piece design, with 3mm neoprene john and tenv 
lined polyurethane top, allows for maximum freedom of movemw/ 
Sizes: S-XXL #6127508 ni 

CALL 

ACT NOW! SAVE $100 
PURCHASE A RONNY ROLLOVER 
BEFORE MAY 15,1994 AND PAY ONLY 

CALL 

D. O'NEILL TEAM EXPRESS STEAMER 

Produced by O'Neill for Windsurfing Express, this one-piece steamer is 
tough enough to take a pounding, yet flexible enough to remain 
comfortable all day. Sizes: S • XXL. #6032038 

CALL 

HOOD RIVER 5/2 SPRING SUIT 

This durable suit will keep the Spring chill out, yet provide you with ear 
flexibility and freedom to perform even the most radical maneuvers.If;' 
Hood River 3/2 features all the extras, without the extra price. Availab'r 
Black with Blue & Black with Purple. Sizes: S - XXL. #6032040 

$ 69 95 

F. HOOD RIVER 3/2 FULL WETSUIT 

Constructed of top quality material, the Hood River 3/2 will keep youwi 
and comfortable in 
virtually all sailing 
conditions. Extremely 
versatile and durable. 


Available in 
Black with Blue & 
Black with Purple. 
Sizes: S-XXL. 


HOOD RIVER 
RASH GUARD 

Wear this comfortable lycra 
top under your wetsuit to avoid 
irritation, chafing, and friction 
rashes. Wear it for warmth or to 
block harmful UV rays. 
Sizes: S-XXL #6558001 


$9095 


$^900 


PLACE YOUR 
ORDER TODAY! 


CALL TOLL-FREE: 
1-800- 
843-7873 




FAX: (305) 
822-2839 


EXPRESS YOUR DESIRES 


E0042 
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Free Information circle 94 on reader service card 
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Jp/IANT masts 

W e mentioned in 1993 
that the folks at 
Hood River Wind- 
surfing had set up an MCS test 
center in their shop and were 
inviting windsurfers to stop by 
and have their masts checked. 
Since the MCS test is a diffi¬ 
cult procedure inaccessible to 
the average windsurfer, we 
thought this was a great oppor¬ 
tunity. A chance for visitors to 
Hood River to see if their 
masts were correctly labeled, 
or, in the case of unlabeled 
masts, to see what label should 
have been applied. It was also 
an opportunity for us to learn 
more about the average mast 
on the street and how closely it 
conformed to spec. 

We hesitate to say, howev¬ 
er, that the Hood River 
Windsurfing numbers perfect¬ 
ly reflect mast makers* accura¬ 
cy. For one thing, there is too 
much room for error in MCS 
testing; the test itself is poorly 
standardized. For example, 
Fiberspar calculates MCS stiff¬ 
ness using the overall mast 
length while Hood River 
Windsurfing testers use deflec¬ 
tion length. So Fiberspar 
masts tend to measure at least 
half a point soft in the Hood 
River Windsurfing test, 
pother problem is MCS test- 
* s highly sensitive to small 
measurement errors. That dif- 
ere nt testers performed the 
measurements may diminish 
e accuracy of the results. 
ere are other potential prob- 
P® with the Hood River 

jjmdsurfing MCS numbers: 

ne labels on masts tend to 
ovf or become illegible 
* tlme * It’s possible that 
own 6 masts that the 
to i. ers ®*°UaSit were supposed 
* 12s (constant-curves) 
18s ru Stea( * su PP° se ti to be 
ac Co hat S0r t of error could 
n t for some of the 5- and 


6-point disagreements we 
found between nominal and 
actual bend values. 

■ 41 NoLimitz masts were 
tested, but only five or 10 of 
some other brands were put to 
the rack. The lower the num¬ 
ber of samples, the less reli¬ 
able the data. 

■ A couple of mast manufac¬ 
turers (North and ART.) have 
been seemingly ambivalent 
toward MCS for some years, 
preferring to recommend spe- 


manufacturing with an MCS 
target in mind were perfected. 
Fhese masts, though maybe 
they were labeled with MCS 
data, may not represent cur¬ 
rent state of the art for many 
manufacturers. 

B Most of the masts brought 
to Hood River Windsurfing 
could have been misfits, prob¬ 
lem masts, the fidelity of 
which owners had reason to 
doubt. If that’s true, the num¬ 
bers don’t tell us about the 
average mast on the street 
There are, no doubt, other 
potential problems with the 
Hood River Windsurfing num- 


but were tested in such low 
numbers that their results are 
less meaningful. 

The best-represented man¬ 
ufacturers, NoLimitz and 
Fiberspar, come out looking 
roughly equal when judged by 
their mean deviations. 
However, when judged by 
median deviations, NoLimitz 
masts look more accurate with 
respect to stiffness, and 
Fiberspars look more accurate 
with respect to bend. Taking 
into account Fiberspar’s differ¬ 
ent method of MCS testing, 
Fiberspar looks equal to 
NoLimitz with respect to medi- 
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MANUFACTURER 

NO. OF MASTS 

MED. STIFFNESS 

DEVIATION 1 

MEAN STIFFNESS 

DEVIATION 

MAXIMUM STIFFNESS 

DEVIATION 

MED. BEND DEVIATION 

MEAN BEND DEVIATION 

MAXIMUM BEND 

DEVIATION 

# ACCURATE 7 | 

Dynafiber 

17 

0.4 

0.6 

2.6 

1.0 

1.0 

3.0 

12 

Fiberspar 

26 

1.4 

1.5 

3.0 

0.8 

1.5 

6.0 

4 

Gaastra 

9 

0.3 

0.5 

1.6 

1.0 

2.1 

5.0 

4 

NoLimitz 

41 

1.0 

1.5 

5.4 

1.2 

1.6 

5.6 

12 

Neil Pryde 

6 

1.7 

1.6 

2.2 

0.6 

0.7 

2.0 

1 

North Sails 

9 

3.3 

3.6 

9.0 

2.3 

3.5 

13.0 

2 

Power Composites 

8 

1.3 

1.4 

2.6 

2.5 

2.8 

5.0 

0 

Powerex 

10 

1.0 

1.1 

2.7 

1.0 

1.5 

3.1 

4 

Sailworks 

4 

0.4 

0.6 

1.3 

1.0 

1.1 

1.7 

2 

Sportex 

5 

3.6 

3.9 

6.3 

2.4 

2.2 

3.8 

0 


Medlan, Mean and Maximum deviations from nominal MCS values of masts tested at Hood River Windsurfing In 1993. 

’*# ACCURATE” refers to the number of masts in each sample deemed accurate by this arbitrary standard: masts that vary from 
nominal values by one point or less In both stiffness and bend. If we allow for the fact that Fiberspar measures stiffness differently 
from Hood River Windsurfing, the number of accurate Fiberspars is actually 12 rather than four. 


cific combinations of their own 
mast tops and bottoms for their 
own sails. This mix-and-match 
approach may work with sails 
from these manufacturers, but 
it’s often impossible for a mast 
tester to know exactly what 
MCS values a particular mast is 
supposed to represent. If the 
tester can’t know the target, he 
can’t know if it has been 
missed. This means that the 
deviation values given for 
North masts may or may not 
be meaningful. We don’t know. 
■ Some masts tested were 
built before techniques for 


bers. However, having pro¬ 
mised last year to publish 
these results, we can hardly 
back away now. 

THE NUMBERS 

If we take the testing 
results in the chart at face 
value, Dynafiber is the clear 
winner. A meaningful number 
of Dynafibers were tested, and 
their deviations from nominal 
stiffness and bend values, as 
measured both by median and 
mean, are among the lowest 
on the chart. Gaastra and 
Sailworks masts did well also, 


an stiffness and better with 
respect to mean stiffness. 

The most important conclu¬ 
sion we can draw from these 
numbers is mast manufacturers 
probably aren’t as consistent as 
we thought Considering that 
an error in stiffness measure¬ 
ment of one MCS point 
requires the ruler to be misread 
by more than a quarter-inch, 
and that many errors are two, 
three and four points, “tester 
error” can’t account for all devi¬ 
ations. There truly are some 
real deviants out there on the 
street 
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OPEN FORUM 

MAST MAKERS TALK 
ABOUT MCS TESTING 

B efore we evaluated the MCS data 
given to us by Hood River 
Windsurfing, we asked some 
U.S.-based mast manufacturers to com¬ 
ment on MCS testing in general. 

WINDSURFING: Do you think the 


MCS test is a useful tool? 

ROBERT CRAIG: Yes. I think the 
MCS test, or something like it, is useful, 
even imperative. Mast makers and sail 
makers need to be able to speak a com¬ 
mon language. 

DERRICK HO: I don’t know how I 
would communicate with customers, sail 
designers, racers and others about their 
needs and requirements in mast design 
without MCS. I consider MCS a language 
tool, like musicians use sheet music to 
work with other players, minor or major, 
to extend communication. 

STEVE MAIER: I definitely feel the 


MCS test is a useful and net <- SSarv 
There probably is a better -neth h 0l ' 
checking masts, but the MCS t 
straightforward and can be explain 6 !. 1 ' s 
the average sailor easily. Most v to 
surfers know what MCS is and can V * nd ' 
to properly set up their rigs. Use 'I 

PETER TRAVISONO: MCS or so 
system is essential to mast-sail company 
ity. There must be a way to specify ' 
communicate the characteristics of a J n<1 
or sail. Perhaps MCS isn’t perfect, bur 1 
has been established as a standa a 
Anybody have a better idea? rtb 

PETER QUIGLEY: MCS ensures that 
the manufacturer’s masts and sails c 
quantitatively describe a mast, and that 
mast buying information can be communi- 
cated to consumers. 

The MCS system is a significant 
improvement over the previous DIN test¬ 
ing system, and consumers have a much 
better chance of getting a proper fit when 
buying a mast and sail combination that 
specifies an MCS spec versus the previous 
DIN number. In addition, the sail maker 
and mast manufacturer also have a broad¬ 
er scope of communication using the MCS 
system, which takes into account both 
shape of bend as well as stiffness. 


BEST BOON 

BEST WIBMHTY 


Nautix offers the features required to make the fastest and most 
durable booms* in the world: 

Stiffness: Continuous aluminum rear and front ends as well as a 
L5 mm wall thickness guarantees the sdfiest boom on the market 
Comfort: i Nautix was the first to introduce small diameter booms 
and now offers both 1V and IV,* boom diameters for greater com- 
fort. A soft and durable boom grip insures hours of painless sailing. 
g 18 "“f- adjustable in 1* increments. Additional 
8 & 12 extension tubes available to cover your entire quiver 

StmSf for featUre ’ Naul “ b00ms “* clearly ^ ** value 



pad! absorb shod,, hold your mail Mm * tte,msl he 

security and distribute load evenly. 


565 Bic Drive Milford, CT 

203-783-2500 



$299-$339 ind 



$B9 % Kvtafl 
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WS: What are your reservations about it? 

CRAIG: Where the system starts to 
come apart is when not everyone uses the 
same rules. Some use overall mast length 
and some use deflection length (distance 
between supports) when calculating stiff¬ 
ness. Some use quarter points of deflec¬ 
tion length, while some use quarter points 
of overall length in percentage calcula¬ 
tions. 

HO: I agree that there are limitations— 
rotating masts on different axes, limiting 
slip at the ends of the masts, etc.—howev¬ 
er, after hours and hours hunched over, 
measuring masts, trying to control these 
variables, I conclude they're not too signifi¬ 
cant in the context of perception of perfor¬ 
mance by the end user. What I mean is that 


the mast 
makers _ 

jj obert Craig is founder and 
A \head engineer of Dynafiber. 
Derrick Ho represents Power 
Composites. Steve Maier is j 
cofounder and head engineer of 
1 N °Limitz. Peter Travisono is 
j owner of Quality Composites, 
makers of Powerex masts, and 
Peter Quigley is founder and 
bead engineer of Fiberspar. 
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, the daw va, r 

^ mast during rigging and sailing 
of^differences don’t seem to be notice- 
th ese The entire mast working together 
ab* e - seems t0 be what counts. 

'wiArEB: My biggest concem with the 
*?jgsti s that it’s too vulnerable to small 
surement errors that result in large 
^d-percentage errors. These measure- 
^nt errors are caused by the tester not 
me jj n g the ruler precisely, not having the 
re ? r exactly vertical, not having quarter 
^ints marked correctly, or allowing the 
P n ds of the mast to slide differently each 
Hme. These errors can easily cause a mea¬ 
surement to be off by 1 millimeter. For 
example, let’s say the one-quarter and one- 
half values are properly measured and the 
three-quarter value is off by 1 millimeter. 
This results in a bend percentage that’s off 
by 0.5 to 0.7 percent. That’s major. Now 
let’s say the center value is also off by 1 
millimeter. This results in a three-quarter- 
point bend percentage that’s off by 1 per¬ 
cent. This is extreme and gives the appear¬ 
ance of an out-of-spec mast 
TRAVISONO: We have tested many 
thousands of masts and we have found 
the following: It’s important to practice 
testing; a new tester can give different 
results; you must follow the procedure 
precisely; string tension must be 
uniform—a slack string tests stiff; too 
tight adds to deflection—and testing 
machines must be calibrated. 

Early on, the procedure was to use test 
length [4 inches less than mast length] in 
MCS calculations. Test length is certainly 
used in any other stiffness measurement 
calculations. LOA [overall length] num¬ 
bers seem to be a kludge. Too lazy to sub¬ 
tract 10 centimeters? It's worth half an 
MCS [stiffness point]. Rotation isn't a fac¬ 
tor when testing a large population. Masts 
are Positioned at random, so all rotation 
^gles are tested. Spinyness is expressed 
as one element of total variation. When 
esting a few masts, it may seem more sig¬ 
nificant 

Find 30 kilos or don't expect the test to 
ome out right. Don't forget to subtract 
^ mast prebend. 

th One problem with MCS is 

m mast diameters are currently not 
y 0 asu ^ ec * un der a mast rating system. As 
Sa suspect, masts can have the 

have 6 • . ^ num bers and weights, but 
diffe Slgni ® cantl y different diameters. The 
bibuf 006 * n ^* ameters as well as die dis¬ 
masts ° n ^ ameter variations between 
sh aD S Can ^ ave a significant effect on sail 
e ^d hence performance. 

addressed with the 
n nmb modificati on is that the stiffness 
er does not accurately scale in the 




7 "' OUUJ1C5 * I0r snorter and lc 
when compared to a 465 length, 

WS: Realistically, how accurate can 
mast makers expect to be? Isn’t significant 

mn cZZr? n ° minal VOlues **** 

CRAIG: I guess i would have tQ 

That is significant?’’ A mere variation of 
plus or minus 2 percent in an MCS 450-25 
mast translates to a range of MCS stiff- 


each manufacturer. 

maS Rea iStica,ly ’ 1 feel ‘hat if a 
Sus or mi„ rer , ,S Pr ° dUCing masts "hhin 

Sons • PerCCnt ° f nominal deflec - 

exkt in!h ° ,ng f eat - Many variables 

exist in the manufacturing process-no 
matter whose process you look at—that 
lead to variations in the product Things 
i e resin content, fiber modulus, wall 
thickness and cure schedule can greatly 
affect the consistency of the finished mast 
By the way, how exactly are sails 
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I HOT MASTS: *1 
| BREAKTHROUGH 


2 YEAR WARRANTY' 

After 3 years of research and development and a major financial invest 
ment. UP introduces a new carbon mast technology that surpasses any¬ 
thing currently available The Helix Winding Technology consists of 
braiding carbon fibers in a helical movement around the mast 
Computer guided, the braiding process guarantees precise positioning 
of the carbon fibers and a perfect bend control 

During lab tests and comparing HWT masts with the leading brands we 
discovered that 

■ Our masts arc twice as resistant to breakage 

■ HWT offered greater consistency in maintaining the origm.il MCS of a 
given mast 


With the Helix Winding Technology youll ger masts that arc fighter 
more durable and more responsive These masts are also compatible 
with virtually every sail on the market 

So. find out for yourself why HWT masts are the new bii/Y among the 
top PBA World Cup racers 

’ Upon compliance of warranty guidelines dial are provided with each mum 


SLALOM CARBON64% 1&2PC. 

4.30 M - 25.5 MCS - 3.6 LBS. 

CONSTANT CURVE - $279 MSRP (1 PC.) $319 MSRP (2 PC.) | 

SLALOM CARBON 64% IB 2 PC. 

4.60 M - 26 MCS - 3.9 LBS. & 4.4 LBS. 

CONSTANT CURVE - $299 MSRP (1 PC.) $339 MSRP <2 PC.) 

CARBON ACCESS 40% 2 PC. 

4.60 M-25.5 MCS-5.2 LBS. 

CONSTANT CURVE - $259 MSRP 

WAVE SLALOM CARBON 18% 2 PC. 

4.65 M-28 MCS-6 LBS. 

CONSTANT CURVE - $199 MSRP 

WAVE SLALOM EPOXY 2 P. 

4.65 M- 28 MCS -7.3 LBS. 

CONSTANT CURVE - $169 MSRP 
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ULTRA PROFILE SAILS 















































mass-produced overseas controlled? Are 
they accurate to within 1 millimeter along 
the luff and throughout their panels? 

TRAVISONO: The difference 
between a 25 and 26 MCS in a 460-cen- 
timeter mast is 7 millimeters, or about the 
thickness of one WindSurfing Magazine. 
Powerex’s standard deviation is 2.7 mil¬ 
limeters, or about 1.5 percent. More 
important than actual stiffness is percent 
of total deflection at the quarter points. Is 
the mast really a “constant-curve”? Here 


[with respect to bend curve] masts are 
more consistent, with a standard deviation 
of 0.08 percent 

Masts and sails are designed around a 
nominal specification. They vary around the 
nominal to some extent. The mast is only 
half of the mast-sail equation. Why isn’t 
there an MCS-type test for sails? Because 
its way too complicated. What is the varia¬ 
tion from sail to sail? Good question. 

QUIGLEY: This question also applies 
to sail makers, because it is the combina¬ 
tion of the mast specs and the sail specs 
which will influence overall performance. 

We feel that the tolerance on mast 


The only way we could 
make high-performance 
sailing any better 
was to lower the 
price of admission. 


WORLD SAILS 






Nc 


Hood 
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^?i!^ lls ' SETT,NG NEW standards in 

QUALITY, PERFORMANCE, PRICE & SIMPLICITY. 
YOU CAN TEST DRIVE A WORLD SAIL AT 

EITHER SAILWORLD LOCATION: 

Hood^ < lwr, D OR TheG ° r9e AvotNC' L °" C ap ® Hatteras 
503-386-9400 fiSEwi 
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curve is much more importer i 0 ov 
performance than mast stiffne:-. 
tolerances of plus or minus 5 percent ^ 
probably acceptable from a pcrfo rnia 3re 
standpoint, based on the unlimited com? 
nations of sailor weight, strength and s •!’ 
ing technique. However, it is import?' 
that the consistency of the bend curve h 1 
a tighter tolerance. " e 

WS: We all know that a beginner d 
n't need a mast with the perfect stiffnT 
flex, response time, etc. At what skill lev'i 
do these factors become significant? * 

CRAIG: As soon as a sailor is able t 
discern how subtle changes in downhaul 
and outhaul affect the handling character¬ 
istics of his or her sails. 

HO: It is my experience that an experi¬ 
enced racer or tester can detect 3-5 m jj. 
limeters of variation in the stiffness of a 
mast, and 2-3 millimeters variation in the 
base and tip deflections. The average 
sailor (sails one to three times a week dur¬ 
ing the season) might notice 6- to 10-mil¬ 
limeter variation in stiffness and 3-6 mil¬ 
limeters in the base and tip. This repre¬ 
sents a very wide variation: 1 point in 
MCS stiffness and 2-4 percent in the curve 
of the mast. This is why I said in a previ¬ 
ous question that these reservations about 
MCS seem to not be too significant. 

MAIER: I firmly believe in the 
rig-sail-and-have-fun approach. Quite often 
we get lost in the techno-garbage and for¬ 
get about the having-fun part At the inter¬ 
mediate to advanced level, and for racers, 

I think masts should match the recom¬ 
mendation of the sail maker, but it doesn’t 
have to be right on the money. 

TRAVISONO: If you are talented, per¬ 
ceptive and particular, you better spend 
some time rigging sails on masts to find a 
combination that you like. What makes for 
a good combination? Ask a dozen sail mak¬ 
ers and get a dozen answers. 

One sure cause of performance degra¬ 
dation is rigging your 3.5 sail on a 460 
mast Look out on the water on a typical 
windy day in the Gorge, and there are 
many 2-foot mast tips hanging out A 460- 
25-12 (76- to 64-percent bend) rigged on a 
3.5 sail has an effective MCS stiffness of 
34 with a 60-60 percent bend. Even one 
jump on your base extension can change 
the MCS of the mast by a half-point Yet 
everyone is having fun and going fast 
QUIGLEY: The most important crite¬ 
ria to a beginner are weight, durability 
and price. An intermediate sailor who can 
took into the harness not only will ben® 
from low weight and suitable durability 
tut can appreciate response time an 
whether his rig components work toge 
er as a well-integrated system. 
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and lively. We “ ght 

^OTR,L,BUTBrT 

tn f h hard Use> * e b °ard started 
to take on more water, and leakage during 
a session rose to a couple of cups g 

t ? eSS , t0 we have to point out 
that the board had already been damaged 

y a forklift during shipping and then 
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W hich is the better buy, the 
Lamborghini Diablo or the 
Ferrari Testarossa? The Diablo 
do more than 200 mph and costs 
«n 0 000; the Testarossa costs about 
«i40K and tops out at 180. Is an extra 20 
h of top end worth the price of a com- 
frtable house in rural Wisconsin? It’s a 
tough question, and everyone has a differ- 
ent answer. 

That’s why the new Peter Thommen 
Edition boards from F2 are so interesting. 
They’re exotic, they’re fast, and they’re 
expensive. Granted, a $2,000 board isn’t in 
the same league as a Lamborghini, but it 
takes more than pocket change to buy 
—more even than the $1,800 you can 
expect to pay for a hand-built World Cup 
raceboard. Is it worth the extra hundreds? 
Here’s what we found. 

First some background. Peter 
Thommen is the board designer for Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck, and boards of the P.T. 
Edition—Sputniks 280, 285 and 290—are 
based on Dunkerbeck’s World Cup rides. 
They’re solid no-nose designs, less 
extreme than some, more extreme than 
others. The thing that’s unusual, or exot¬ 
ic, about them is their construction: hol¬ 
low. Major manufacturers usually steer 
clear of this difficult territory because hol¬ 
low boards are notoriously hard to build. 
But F2 has hooked up with an aerospace 
® rm looking for alternatives to weapons 
production and decided to give it a shot. 
Backers of hollow boards hold that the 
sual core materials such as EPS foam 
o weak and prone to absorbing water. 
*ney say doing without the EPS core 
ows them to put more strength into the 
l®'"'Which yields a stiff, strong, lively 
fa . p ~~ an d that should a hollow board 
on water, draining it is easy. No 
Cor r ls P er manently absorbed by a foam 
foard 1 com p are d with many light race- 
p s ’ “to s kin is less prone to dinging, 
are Sa f P °if nts a l so claim hollow boards 
^tedh^ 16 ^ ave two chambers sep- 
$kj n : t ^ a bulkhead, and the sandwich 
board an *! as enou gh flotation to keep 
bers fin d r * < ^ er ufloat should both cham- 

mixe?^!? ress i° n of the construction was 
the watT hen We ^ took the PTE 285 on 
noisg yJ ? e Were blown away ... by the 
e looked down and our eyes said, 


mold j. j 0ne of “to first out of the 
™' d ~ a f Isad 0 vanta « e no matter what the 

.,. As , f( ? r fito . F2 ’ s speed and handling, we 
K dlt 0 f« ai " st ‘he $1,800 hand-built 
Roberts 94 . (See WindSurfing, April ’94 

sTtrn 0 B ° th boards jibe Hasfly and 
smoothly, and they’re comfortable to the 
feet. Thejr balance well with race sails in 
the 5.5 to 7.0 range, but because they’re 
relatively big, they work best with sails 
bigger than 6.5. The F2 was a tad slower 



Choice of 
Bars, Standard, 
Quick Release 
or Reactor 

Adjustable 
Spreader Bar 
Height 

Padded Quick 
Release Leg 
Strap Buckles 

Lycra Covered 
Leg Straps 

Large, Heavy Duty, 
Load Dispensing 
Strap Attachments 


D-Lock Buckles Eliminate Strap 


Triple Shaping 
Seams Plus Kevlar 
Flex Panel for 
Superior Fit and 
Comfort 


SLALOM KEVLAR 


The Slalom Kevlar harness, made of Oxford and Kevlar, comes in assorted colors. 
Available in 4 sizes, small, medium, large and extra large, it comes completewith 
any bar or reactor bar. All sizes for the same low suggested retail pnce of 589. 

High impact technology. The best seller from Ziener, ever! Used by the pros. 


Harnesses also available from Ziener the “Performed and the -Future-. 

ZIENER 

565 Bic Drive Milford, CT 203.7B3-JS00 
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I than the Roberts upwind, and :,bout ea 
on a beam reach, but a little quicker ^ 
easier to sail on a broad reach. I n 
broad reaching in rough water, o ur gr Ct ' 
est source of concern when sailing^ 
Maui, is the greatest strength of the F2i 
makes the roughest, fastest broad reach 
es feel almost as smooth as a cruko h ‘ 
the autobahn. ° n 

Finally, after hours of one-on-one te 
ing, we concluded there was not a lot of 
difference in performance between th * 
two. Granted, the Roberts holds the ed/ 
in speed around a race course, but the dit 
ference is of the sort that only pro-level 
sailors can really appreciate. 

Given then that the F2 is only close to 
the Roberts in performance, not better 
can you justify spending two grand on the 
F2? Well, there’s more to a board than 
performance. Durability, availability, man¬ 
ufacturer support and extras that may be 
included in the price must be considered 
too. With the F2, you gets a semi-com¬ 
plete board, with straps, fin, mast foot and 
padded board bag. These bring the price 
of the board itself down to around $1,700. 
If you then consider that F2 is a bigger 
manufacturer, has to maintain a reputa¬ 
tion for backing its products, and has to 
keep replacements on hand for quick war¬ 
ranty service, etc., there may well be an 
argument in favor of the F2 over the 
Roberts. 

So, what to do? Lamborghini or Ferrari? 
Ferrari or Lamborghini? Sometimes you’ve 
got to make tough choices. 
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MK. Earrings 
Small 1/2 - J96 
Large 3/4’$196 
ne-tack 1/2- *48 


by windsurfers 


MK Pendant Small 1/2- $48 
Medium 3/4' S96. Chain J 90 


ln ,4K Gold 

Pendant 3/4 $148, Earrings 3/4" $24i 


Serious Hardware by, 


Reversible Pendant In 14k Gold; Chain $90 
emale Sailor 3/4" $ 96. Male Sailor 7/8’ $ 136 
Earrings $248 


Surfware, Inc. 617.742.^433 
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Whale Till Pendants 
Charm 3/8" wide $ 36 
Medium S/8- wide $ 80 
Large M/4* wide $196 
Matching earrings $ 96 


Sea TUrtle Earrings 
Small 1/2- wide $ 98 
Large 3/4-wide $196 
Matching Charm $58 


BOOMS BASES MASTS HARNESSES ACCESSORIES 


MONOFILM & MYLAR 

3.4,3.9,4.S, S.0, S.6, 6.2,6.8, 7.S 

An all new panel layout defines the goal 
of this sail... to be the most versatile 
performance oriented slalom sail ever 
built. This sail is comfortable on long or 
short boards, flat water or chop. The 
smaller sizes are even geared for use in 
surf/slalom conditions. A quiver of these 
sails will do just about everything. The 
mylar version is recommended for 
sailors who require the extra durability 
needed for agressive sessions on the 


Dolphin Rina 
Small $ 112 
Medium $ 198 
Large $224 


Lock tor the CACO. etamp 
to Ineuro that you’re getting a 
Cheryl A Company original, 

MADE ON MAUI and signed 
by famous goldsmith 

Cheryl Powell 

Materials and workmanship guaranteed. 

FREE 32-page catalog. 
FREE ENGRAVINGI 
CHERYL & CO. GOLDSMITHS 


3109 S. Ridgewood Ave. 
South Daytona, FL 32119 
Phone 904-760-9926 
Fax 904-760- 9923 
on reader service card 
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The Peter Thommen Edition 285 Is exot¬ 
ic, fast and... expensive. 
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ust how fast are yi 

SPEEDWATCH 

* d ; ^ 


No holes drilled- *o wit 

if 

Accurately, displays wind 
water speed fdp9.9knot 

Retains ma&iftiufii^peed 



































































AV EL ALL • FLOATATION VEST • HARNESS LINES • DELUXE GEAR BAG 




coll for free brochure 
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twice the sail 

Multi-Sail incorporates its “two siz • 
one sail” system in an affordabl" 1 
high-performance sail line. Multi-Sail s i 
its Genesis sails are fast, light and stabf 
but easy to rig and rotate. 

The 7 5-6.7, 6.7-6.0 and 6.0-5.4 sails 
have six battens, two internal cams, a nar 
row sleeve above the cams for easy’wate 
starts, and a high profile. The 5.4-4.S and 
4.8-4.3 have five battens and two cams 
The 4.3-3.8 and 3.8-3.3 feature four battens 
and a removable external cam. 

Retail prices start at $299. For info 
contact Multi-Sail, 800-DO-MULTI; or cir¬ 
cle reader service number 102. 
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HARNESSES • VESTS • ACCESSORIES • PADDED BOARD BAGS ♦ QUIVER BAGS 


<S® ahead and shred., 
©w products won’t! 


dealer inquires welcome [ 

I 100 E. MARINA WAY . P O BOX 9aa 

503-386-2037 - FAX: 50*3 ^ ° R 97 ° 3 ' 


Genesis sails have Dacron reinforce¬ 
ments and triple-reinforced seams. 

QUICK RELEASE 

Windsurfing Hawaii has introduced 
the Tendon Quick Release mast foot. The 
surf-strong, two-bolt foot combines a 
quick release with the original 
Streamlined urethane tendon joint. It’s 
also available with a rubber U-joint 
The Tendon Quick Release is compati¬ 
ble with standard and RDM bases. 

For info, contact Windsurfing Hawaii, 
509-427-7444; or circle reader service no. 
103. 


W I N O S U R F ™ 0 ' ( n, o«nati«i circ'e 93 on reader service card 


The Tendon Quick Release Is comp***’ 
ole with most U.S.-made mast bases. 



uVO u B ICH8H8 

0“. . ]ar t0 bur easier than a windsurfer, 
toeesurfer has an inflatable hull and 
th e A** sail s y S tem. It can easily carry 
3 "liters. Designed by Ken Winner, the 
t*° gjurfer can also be paddled like a 
jfyak towed behind a boat or used to 

Ca 'sugg ested retail is ^ 299 ‘ For informa - 
. n contact Windsurfing Express, 

^43-7873, or Primex, 800-422-2482; or 

v!cle reader information number 104. 


Introducing H2Qptix PoiarizIngWaterSports Ontr^i 


Dealer 

Inquiries ^ 
Invited ^ 

800 - 426-7849 


Even a novice can be windsurfing In 
minutes on the Kneesurfer. 


just add water. 

8125 25 Court East • Sarasota, FI 34243 
813-359-3599 • Fax 813-359-3598 


BAG YOUR QUIVER 

Northwave’s new car-top quiver bag 
can be strapped to a roof rack or directly 
to a board. And, the company says, the 
bag’s tapered, aerodynamic ends won’t 
rattle or rip in the wind. 

Made of poly duck, the quiver bag 
retails for $85, comes in two sizes, and is 
available in a variety of colors. For infor¬ 
mation, call Northwave, 800-824-4453; or 
circle reader information number 105. 
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on Nnrtk easl| y Into the webbing loops 
Northwave’s car-top quiver bag. 

A u E p7 er mousetrap 

t e ch n , ^ says its new carbon mast 

av a ji 7?^ surpasses anything currently 
Helix winding technology 
®ah . C ° nsists °f braiding carbon fibers 
Up ^ movement around the mast 
ranpjn . ers seven HWT mast models, 
For m m - retad p ” ce fr° m $169 to $319. 
iea] er ° re ’ n f°* contact your local UP Sails 
her ini 0r c * rc l e reader information num- 


Free information circle 95 on reader service card 


nlm Waters 


The sunglass of choice for 
competitive anglers, surfers, je 
skiers, sailors, powerboaters, 
wind surfers, sandblasters or 
anyone else who requires 
uncompromising 
protection, comfort 
and fashion. 


IVO. Kox 765 
Stevenson.IV 
509-427-744* 
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GORGE FIN "xSifci 

CONNECTION 

A new breed of 

technologically 

advanced fins 

are emerging 

from the Gorge. '• 

Lothar Schaupp 

Surf Designs and Corwin Hardham of 
Calibash Fins have combined their talents 
under one name, Gorge Fin Connection, 




■a / 


to create a complete line of fins that 
represent the ultimate blend of theoretical 
innovation and practical application. 
Gorge Fin Connection fins feature 
computer-aided design/testing, computer 
foiled aluminum molds, and the most 
advanced carbon composite technology 
available. These fins are made to feel like 
an extension of your back foot. Gorge Fin 
Connection, 1240 Tucker Rd., Hood 
River, OR 97031. 503-387-2649. 

CARBONAIR 

Tired of spinning out? No wonder! Most 
“high-performance" fins are carved from a 
solid block and soon twist off most of your 
traction. Our hand-laid carbon fins have 




positwisr and won’t fatigue. Why „ot try a 
RACERBLADE positwist fin? Positwist fins 
perform flawlessly on all points of sail 
where others fail. Gotge Tested Best! Call 

?^ le £. Sm C^N-AIR. P.O. Box 
2549, St. Thomas, V. 1 .00803. Tel/Fax.- 809- 
775-7022 or tel: 809-776-5515. 

mistral accessory fins 

94 Mistral TA Blade Series - The 1994 


m 


V* 1 


Mistral TA Blade accessory line offers 
three different sizes: 13”, 14.50", and 16 ”, 
the line is the perfect compliment to last 
year’s series of 13.75”, 14.75", and 16 . 50 ". 
The various fins are designed for the 
Edge, Energy, Screamer, Explosion, and 
Equipe II. The construction is a durable 
baked vinylester, which has proven to be 
one of the longest lasting materials, while 
retaining its proper bend characteristics. 
The shape allows for early planing and 
controlled powered sailing without the 
“twitchy" feel of narrow chord blade fins. 
Price: All sizes, $132.00. ‘94 Fin Quiver 
Carry Case - Heavy duty fin quiver carry 

-—j 

; ^/\7 J 


case with extra padding. Long enough to 
handle the latest Mistral TA blade style 
fins up to 16 inches. Price: $48.00. 

Mistral, Inc. 7222 Parkway Drive, Doreev 
MD 21076. 410-712-4755. 

FIBRE GLAS FIN CO. 

Ninja Race (Blade Killer): This unique fin 
constructed from a G-10/Carbon/ISO 


™ b “‘i° h n ’ * extremely fast, points 
great, and turns incredibly easy $90 00 
Ninja Weed: This fin, endorsed by Pm' 
SaJorPeter Gilbert, is the 1st weed £ 

^ rf °r^ 2 111,6 Shl0m fin- 

$100.00. Maui Fin Blade: This Jason 


A*’ 

r" 


Polakow slalom 
fin is unique G- 
10/Carbon lay-up 
for the most 
extreme 
conditions. 
$100.00. For more 
information, call 
Murray’s Marine, 800-788-8964. 


-- - 
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FIBRE GLAS FIN CO. 
THRESHER 


Thresher Hard Core Wave: This fin holds 
in well with fast easy turning. Points 
well and is quick on a plane. Retail: 
$75.00. Thresher Bump & Jump: This fin 
can take extreme conditions and point 
well. Easy turning and quick on a plane. 
Retail: $75.00/585.00 in carbon. Thresher 
Slalom: An all-around fin, easy sailing 
and quick on a plane. Points extremely 
well. Retail: $80.00. Fibre Glas Fin Co., 
23112 Mariposa, Torrance, CA 90502. 
310-530-1383, Fax: 310-325-6409. 

TRUE AMES FINS 

Pictured: The N.S.-S 11.5”. Material: Race 
Weave, a new generation of interweave 
designed to imitate the flex and twist of 
G-10 without the fatigue and failure of 
G-10. Suggested retail: $161.00. The Tear 
Drop 12.25 G-10 "Blue Line.” Ask for the 
Blue Line series at your dealer. 

The styles 
are Series II 

Drop. A top r-j 

G-io A 

Suggest- ^M 
ed retail: M 

True Ames j jm 

Aero | ESB / fy%i 

Camino, ’ 

Goleta, CA ^ J 

93117. 805- 

685-8341. 





boards 

S^ rtions 

exceu. 

5 ° 9 '493-3464 

S* OCEAN 

SEATREND 

509-427-4267 

SCHRODER BOARDS 

509-369-2083 

WINDANCE 

503-386-2131 

SAILS 

MASTS, 
BOOMS, 
BASES, ETC. 

DYNAFIBER 

509-427-5599 

GORGE TECHNOLOGY 

503-386-2862 

N0UMITZ 

800-786-7245 

ACCESSORIES 

GORGE FIN CONNECTION 

503-387-2649 

GORGEGEAR 

800-474-6743 

503-386-2037 

FAX: 503-387-2038 

NORTH SHORE, INC. 

503-386-1980 

800-800-7237 

PADW0RX 

WETSUITS 

PROMOTION 

503-386-3278 

BODY SKINS 

503-386-3637 

SUPPORTERS 

MR. BILL’S 

BOARDSAILING 

ADVENTURES 

800-533-8452 

503-386-7639 

^•4115 

HURRICANE 

CUSTOM SAIL LOFT 

800-747-2457 

503-386-4240 

G0RGF 

503-386-4900 

VISUAL SPEED 

503-386-7877 

800-735-4841 

MONTEREY BAY 
FIBREGLASS 

509-493-3464 

Free information circle 42 on reader service card 



































Now Offering Sopor Service On: 

MISTRAL • NEIL PRYDI • BIC • NORTH 
GAASTRA • FANATIC • F2 • PRO-TICH 
SEATREND • ALPHA • CHINOOK • O'NEILL 
WINDSURF HAWAII • BODY OLOVE • OEM| 
FIBERSPAR • THULE • FINWORKS 
TRUE AMU • FLAT ISLAND 
SPEX A HOBIB SUNGLASSES 
HUGE SELECTION! 


OVER 1,000 

WETSUITS NOW IN STOCK! 


Save Big On Our Incredible Selection 
Of Used and Demo Equipment! 

Call for our FREE catalog • We ship dally - We're never undarsoldl 


.TACKLE: A 


lllk'AVi 


iSSSff % tsssfisss^s L 

Free information cml8a6onreaderserv!cecar^^^“^“ 


WOR KS , 

Hujh Hc'ttotnumcc* f^ /ns 1 X - 

W— n " p ~ ~ <> Wood «> Cl„. ic „ Rn „ 

•ho bos, performance upgrades 

• n windsurfing 

Si ink i Cm/ ca USA — - 


O »i n o s o r ; re ; ln 77 iurei8iau »"^^ceSr 


408 - 462-0669 



- Jf9p| 

World 
Cup 
Shapes 
Thai 
Worhl 

287 Course Race 

Length 9’5" 

Weight: 17 lbs. 

Volume: 125 Llr. 

LIMEX SPORTS 

r()Hox 2 (OT 
San I lancisco 
CA M121) 
lei 'll!) MS OK)/ 

1-800-364-4639 
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CARBON FOSI-IWISTm FIN 

“EXTREMELYl 

FAST" 

Performance Windsurf Report 


laminar flow systems, INC. 
E2 3SL25S VI0060S 
Tel/(AX:(809)77^70M 


$139) 


Free information circle 275 on reeder service cerd 


mini 
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Only the best 100% heavy 
) cotton was used to 
create this awesome 

<) y P* ece °f art wit * 1 fronl left 
/ WINDLOVER ,m logo and a full 
back design as shown on 
1 this very expensive ad 

Available in BLACK or 
WHITE M. L. or XL. To get 
one, send your hard 
$14.95 plus $2.00 S&H to Modern 
► 2631 University Ave. Madison, Wl 
or call 608-231-1550 if you're lucky 

to have a M.C. or Visa._ 

weeks for delivery. 


Free information circle 295 on reeder service cerd 


■CAUTIONi I 
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May 20, 21 & 22 

9am-6pm Friday, Saturday, & Sunday 


! 


Outpost Windsports invites you to grab some major 
and np on in for the 2nd Annual Midwest Super 
Sailboard Swap and Sale on the happening shores 
of Lake Michigan. Bring your gear and get ready to 
buy, sell or Just browse among the largest selection 
of boards and sails ever assembled in the Mid¬ 
west. There's simply no better way to get your 
hands on the best used and new, state-of-the-art 
sail gear for the coming year. Free demos along 
with industry reps will be available from the 
following companies: 


NEILPRYDE i(0JCy Sport MS 

mistral OamooN 


air 




WINDSPORTS 


Lion Park Drive, St. Joseph, Ml 

for more details on this event, call: 

016 - 983-2010 

Ask for our detailed brochure! 


• 100 mi. from 

if N 

^ j A 

Chicago 

• 200 mi. from Detroit 

Jf At. Joseph 

• 160 mi. from 


Indianapolis 

194 

(to Chicago) 
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WINDSURFING 



EACIFIC SINGIF 


f i 

if 


THE MOST 
POPULAR 
SAILBOARDS 
OF ALL TIME 


TOPSAILS 

FREEWING 
Single Internal 
Cam Sail 
Only 
$199-249 


Mistral Malibu: 

At 10' 10" and weighing only 27 pounds, 
the Malibu makes uphauling, tacking, 
jibing and waterstarting easy and fun. 
This package comes fully rigaed with 
the latest in mast, boom, base, fin & sail. 
Versatility and wide wind-range makes 
this a board to own for many years. 
Mistral Equipe XR: 

At 12'2" and weighing 25 pounds, the 
Equipe redefines what early planing 
and blistering speed is all about. The 
Equipe is a legend—not many boards 
can offer such attention to detail, quality 
and performance. It's faster than many 
shortboards but offers the stability ana 
ease of use without sacrificing perfor¬ 
mance. 

Ask about our Rushwind sail special. 




-— 


Complete Board 
Packages From 


WEICHHAfT ALUMINUM 


SLALOM MAST OR RACE BOOM 


Yew England 
Sailboard Col 


Free information circle 272 on reader service card 


CARBON 60 


Free information circle 91 on reader service card 


SAilboARd WareIiouse 

1-80Q-992-SAIL [cTTT 


612-482-9995 St. Paul, MN 
503-386-1699 Hood River, OR 
617-451-6181 .Boston, MA 




















































































































RACK SYSTEM TM PICK-UPS'. 


WSHI WAS CARRYING 
SOME PROJECTION™, 


Field & Stream Magazine: "Ing enious Device Good old American ingenuity is still with 


Carry windsurfers, kayaks, canoes, bikes, lumber, ladders or other long and bulky item^hiS? 
to push-pin technology, one person can snap this hardened aluminum pick-up truck rack on and 
off in seconds without any tools. Then, store it in its durable carrying case behind the trunk Jit 
when not in use. The patented JEMB Rack telescopes from 2 to 8 feet in length to handle lonn n 
short loads and carries up to 300 Ibs.of your gear. Accessories include: Bike Tiaht ™ tip-rimun 
straps, fade-proof rack pads, and mast holders. Pllic ' Wri 

Not available in stores. Order direct. JUST $295 Shipping S (SB 
No Risk Guarantee. Full refu nd wit hin 30 days if not satisfied. 1-year limited warranty. 

~ ST® SYSTEMS, INC. 


At the Warehouse our 


Low FWces are Guaranteed 

So Protect Yourself I 


1-800-272-JEMB (5362) 

Made in Vermont US Patent 


Free information circle 264 on reader service card 
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“EXTREMELY 

FAST" 

Performance Windsurf Report 


"Pickins the Best of 
the Best was simple. 
We just picked the 
one harness line that 
Sot everythins right. 
We've seen over a 
dozen varieties of 
lines, and the only 

one fittins all the 

criteria is the Lakes 
Bay Adjustable." 

Performance 
Windsurf Report, 
Ultimate Gear V3 A 


WINDSURF EXPO 


at Candlestick Park 


]^rbonAl^ Dtv. of 


iaminar row systems, 

^.^2549 Sf.Thomas, VI 0 

^:,««?)7 7 6^515and 

Tel/FAX:( 609 ) 775 - 7 ny? 


MAJOR WINDSURF MFG.’S WILL 
BE THERE INCLUDING: BIC, F2, TIGA, 
NEILPRYDE, SEATREND, GAASTRA, 

WINDWING, AND MORE. MISS THIS & 

YOUR PORKIN' out. CALL FOR details 


Free information circle 275 on reader service card 
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HAlb — One size fits 
all! White with black 
bill $15. 

T-SHIRTS— s, m. l. 

XL, XXL. 100% cotton, 
white only $15. 


¥| xtra buoyancy makes waterstarting 
|j ffibrtlass for the heaviest sail- 
" boarder. Simple, step-wise in-struc- 
tions included. Success guaranteed your 
' day out in 12 plus knot winds, 
r"® ^ orders only: Dept. WIND 
800^97-1902 (24 hours). $79-95 with 
shipping. 

SPORT PRODUCTS GROUP 
P-O. Box 156. Pelham. NH 03076 
603-8944037 
Product sheet available. 


Free rntoimairon ctrcle 119 on readaserviep^rf 


WNDSURF bicycle warehouse 


a DIVISION or ON 

To order call 


Prices include shipping and handling. 
Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 
Send check or money order to: 


Stoked 

P0 Box 21964 

1411 Cortez, Denver, CO 80221 




Ffee in ^orrnaiioncircl^9^J7 


[Padded rattle-free case included] 


SHOP THE IVARFHOI ISE 


BOARD & SAIL DEMOS 
FREE BARBEQUE 
FREE RAFFLE 


easy waterstarts 

With a LIGHTOUCH 


m Harness. 


Call and get on the 
mailing list for a monthly 
flyer wtth all the deals. 







































































































EQUIPMENT MARKETPLAil 



"One ol the most fully equipped 
shops in the country. Over 140 
boards on display!" 

• Windsurfing 

• Surfboards 

• Rollerblades® 

• Boogie Boards 

• Snowboards 

• Skateboards 

• Car Racks 

• Beach/Active Wear 

• Wetsuits 

• And much more 



I51AND0? 

WINDSURFING 




i mistral Q) SMWORHS 

HI T** _ _• _ •_ 


SPECIALTY SPORT SHOP 

SALES • LESSONS • RENTALS 
1623 YORK AVE (85TH & 86TH STREETS) 
NEW YORK. NY 

(212) 744-2000 


'a/nbon 


^ ^ v fS£\ 

liJSISlS- J|§ 

^SUbl N E/LPRYDE 0'A/e/I_4L OK&)PORj ~ 
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Honest Deals 


wmimmwm 



TRUEAMESl 


Made in tho USA 


GasoaaECiQi 
•INTERWEAVE 
•■■m to 


Call l-BOO-WHYSAIl 

(or Catalogs L Cloxe 0uf jj 

WnTiaiL WAREHOUSE 
^-949-7245 □ 713-3314 
HomtoB, Tom 

to* rt OTOta uicte 2bB on leader service card~ 
^ W ’ N 0 S U „ F , M G 
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DESIGNS 

'DILL ' 

' LOWDZ 

TRUE AMES FINS 

53 Aero Camino 
Goleta, CA 93117 
Tel. (805) 685-8341 
Fax (805) 562-8540 





HEAVY DUTY 


TARPAULINS 


12X16 .. .. S12 
16X20.... $19 
18X24.... $26 


18X32 .... $33 
20X30.... $36 
26X40.... $58 


As a part of an advertising test North 
American Tarp Mfg. will send any’ of t 
above size tarps to anvone who reads and 
responds to this test before the next 30 dav* 
it hpnw H..iv tarpaulin is 
00 % waterproof 
nylon reinforced! 

, wywM.o-iwvRwu stitched hems 
electronically welded seams, with #4 n/p 
dia.) metal grommets every 3 feet all around 
and reinforced tnanau ar comnr na«#.k A .. 



- j designed for heavy duty uses on 

trucks carrying heavy duty bulk and pallet 
riding materials, tractors, extra heavy 
machinery, awnings, tents, sports equipment 
jraln, hay, tools or any equipment fnr 
ndustrlal or private use, kept outdoors In hSt 
or sub freezing weather. Each tarpaulin Is 
accompanied with a LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
tha it must perform 100% or it will hi 
replaced free. LIMIT (10) any size tarp pe! 
address. Add $7 handling and crating lor 
each tarpaulin requested. Send appropriate 

nint y A 0ur H ame and address to! 
Dept. T-663 North American Tarp Mfg 16135 
Leadwell St Van Nuys, CA.. 91406. Or for 
fastest service from any part of the country- 

CALL FREE 

7 Day* « W«#k, 24 Houri a Day 

1 - 800 - 374-2030 

BE PI. T-663 

■ »VI TOM CIIMT CAM MAM VIM / ■<. 


my 
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CARBON POSI-tWISTw FIN 

"HERO 

JIBES" 


paibonAIr, blv. of 

laminar row systems, inc. 

£9 BM2549. SMhomas, VI00603 
Tel:(809)776-S515 and 
Tel/FAX:(809)775-7022 
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"WINNER 

UPWIND" 


^M^RROWSWTEMS.INe. 

Tei/FAX:(8Q9)776-7Q22 


$139) 


!RD O 
ODM) _ 
YO (LD D Q_Q_ 
[LOOCE OTT □ 


U IPMEMT MARKET 


place 


Z3rd Ave. South #107 
Lake Worth, FL 33461 
Phone 407-565-5033 
Fax 407-565-0275 

Free information circle 87 on reader service card 
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V INEXPENSIVE 

V SuperLight-1 02. 

V Streamlined 
L J ^ Polarized 

^■fl V 100% UVA & UVB 

V Shatterproof 

V Scratch resistant 

V AND they float! 

"SMOOTH RIDE IN A ROUGH WORLD’ 



NORTH 
SHORE, INC. 


Hood River, OR 503-386-1980 

v products are available at finer 
dealers worldwide 



THE 




G-FORCE l 2 £! e 

titanium 


en ®**gy saver 

Windsurf Sleeves 
Glued & Blindstitched 
Construction 
Pit Panels 

Pre-Bent Knees with 
Rubber Pads 

80% Smooth Skin 

Call for a FREE dM'h/I 

catalog & dealer list rW IVlURRAYS 
800-788-8964 • fax 800-733-8224 MARINE 
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4/3 STEAMER 



..btous eve v/bak 


i %i 


P ?i arized - 1 00 % uvr pffitectinn 

Made ,r * USA and Th^P Float 1 

Available in PRESGiRIPTIOINJ 

——— PO Box 2537 Costa Mesa. California USA 92628 f714J 548 1235 
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503-387-2649 • HOOD RIVER, OR • DEALER ft SALES REP INQUIRES WELCOME 

Free information circle 246 on reader service card MAY 1 9 9 4 





























































































































TRAVEL MARKETPLACE 


I’liiifn Cnrneni Windsurfing, Ltd. 


MOGGoarra 


PRIVATE 30 ACRE SITE! 
EXCLUSIVE! 
INCREDIBLE WIND! 


EL COCHE SPEED STRIP 
Directly Across! 

Special Magarita rate of $399 beginning in May. 
Punta Camera Hotline 1-800-979-WIND (9463) 
Outside the U.S. and Canada 50 8-463-9506 

Free information circle 269 on reader service card 



Alt WINDSURF! 


i‘New 1994 BIC and UP gear right on the beach. 

V °J'? ho , re ui nds with miles of reef protected 
1 Jlatwater blasting for beginners to experts. 

Bump & Jump and Wave sailing too! 

‘ World famous diving and snorkeling. 

^f.® a Q ndha f le ‘ free vacation paradise at our 

•g-- 

Fnr infnrmotirm nn 





EXPERIENCE 
CLINICS 

With our NEW School Director 

CORT LARNEO 

Five S-Day Clinics 
During Jnue, July & August 

Reserve your space now! 


503 - 386-5787 


- HOOD. RIVER X 

flND$U«FiNh 

101 OakAve * 

Hood River, OR 97031 

Free information circle 166 on reader service card 

THE BITTER END YACHT CLUB 

Virgin Gorda, British Virgin Islands 

WINDSURFING 
ADVENTURE 


7 Day Unlimited Use 
of Your Choice of New 
High Performance Inventory 

• Energies. • Explosions. 

• Edges. • Eqnipes. 

• Olympic (IMOC) one des. 

• Gaastra and Mistral Sails. 

• DaKine Harnesses. 

• Pro-Lite and Fiberspar masts. 


High Wind Venue on 
Bitter End's Statia Sound 
Side-on easterly tradewinds 250 
days a year over 15 knots! Win¬ 
ter winds 20-25 knots! Speed 
end slalom sailing on flat water 
or chop hopping outside the reef. 
Andy Morrell, Touring Pro 
Only $150 per person. 

when included with Admiral's Package. 

Call for full details 

1-800-872-2392 ext 313 
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The World’s 
Highest Tides 


Creating Spectacular Seascapes! 



Right now, while you're thinking about it, callfor your 

Free Outdoor Adventure Guide 

to beautifid, unspoiled, uncrowded New Brunswick, 
Canada. Read about activities and value packages for 
sea kayaking, cycling, bird-watching, whale-watching, 
hiking and canoeing adventures in this land by the seai. 


i-W(r 56 K)i 23 

Neiv Bnuisivickyrf 

Fax: (5°6)45)-5)7o 
Nov Friends, f^Neiv Values. New Adventures. 

New ibm Brunswick 

Canada 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


the (to Banks 



Experience the Canadian Hole 
on Hatteras Island and the 
other Outer Banks windsurf¬ 
ing waters which have become 
world renowned. 

Our steady winds and shallow 
waters provide excellent wind¬ 
surfing for beginners and experts alike. Spring 
and Fall boast ideal winds, mild 

weather, reduced rates, and 

more room to play. 

Discover the 
windsurfing capital 
of the East Coast. 

The Outer Banks... 

The Natural 
Choice. 



919-473-2138 - 1-800-446-6262 
Ly- B ox 1507\VM*Nags Head, NC 27959 
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remember when 

WINDSURFING WAS FUN? 

Remember those hot, sunny days, 
sailing with your friends on 
warm water with killer winds? 

Remember laughing out loud because 
it felt so good to be alive? 

Remember sitting in the last rays of sunlight, 
swapping lies about how much air you got over 
a few cold ones? 

Remember how good the food tasted and how 
you slept like a log? 

Remember wishing every day could be like that? 

Every day is like you remember 
at Hi-Wind Center Margarita. 

Warm, Windy, Fun, Affordable 
Call us at 1-800-697-2130 
for rates and a free brochure. 



409 WEST BROADWAY 
SOUTH BOSTON,*ilA 02127 
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turnyourjibeintoa! 


powerliibfi 


I WHEN YOU WINDSURF WITH CORT LARNEDT 

The Sport’s Most Renowned Instructor 

BRAND NEW VIDEO NOW AVAILABLE FROM ROBERT MASTERS' 
Now Anyone Can Master a Fluid, Powerful Jibe for only $24.95. 

A half hour with Cort 9nflfAfC dT|IDC fl il RIGHT - step-by-step 

Larned could be the best |nmjfyjDLB ... through set-up, carve 
half hour you've ever spent and transition. And Cort 

You'll learn a high-perfor- tells all: secrets for 

mance carve jibe plus a solving the most common 

lay-down jibe. Even if jibing errors - probably 

you’ve been sailboarding some of YOUR errors! So 

for a while, you’ll benefit as invite the two-time world 

the world’s top windsurfers champion to your living 

demonstrate how to do HRroom tonight! 

ORDER 24 HOURS A DAY • 365 DAYS A YEAR • 800-236-4934 

U.S. shipping is $3 per video. *FL residents, add 654 sales tax. d?3 m 
Windsurfing, POBox 2900, Cocoa, FI 32923 • 407-690-3G19 • FAX 407-636-2995 
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With Windsurfing 
Bonaire in its 6th year. 


STRONG SOLTm CARIBBEAN 
TRADE WINDS. 

• Great constant side on shore wind. 

NO OBSTACLES in wind or water! 

• Miles of undisturbed sailing pleasure in 
shallow reef-protected waters 

• Launching direct from our beautiful beach 

• Bar/Retail shop 

• Relaxation 

JIBE CITY: The best place to learn and improve all your windsurfing techniques 

For information: call write or fax: Windsurfing Bonaire, PO Box 301, Bonaire (N'eth. Antilles) 

Tel 011(599) 7-7363. Fax 011(599) 7-5363. 

For complete packages call. Great Southern Travel ( 800 ) 748 - 8733 . (601) 353-75-17 
Windsurfing Bonaire closed in September. 

% dlI3 Sport 
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Most people in 
southern Idaho complain 
about the wind. 

A FEW BRAG ABOUT IT! 


Lake Walcott, 
Idaho 

In June a calm day is 
10 knots. The wind 
reaches 15 knots or 
greater for 20 days, 
and there are 10 days 
of 20 knots or higher. 
Several days will blow 
your socks off. 



CAMPING 

TREE-SHADED PARKS 
4.400 WATER SURFACE ACRES 
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Vacation Packages featuring 

EXCLUSIVELY 

GORGE MANUFACTURED EQUIPMENT 

OPEN Ql OCEAN 



1 - 800 - 533-8452 

orSO3-386-763 



postcard from 
South Africa 

As I drive north from Cape 
Town, I study a tourist 
brochure promoting the won¬ 
ders of Africa’s west coast. 
The map shows a land mass 
dotted with wildflowers, winer¬ 
ies and a breed of antelope 
called gemsbok. Offshore are 
fishing boats, whales, dol¬ 
phins, penguins, lobsters, oys¬ 
ters and assorted yachts under 
full sail—spinnakers flying, 
even though boats are on 
opposite headings. 

The first great navigators I 
who sailed around Africa knew [ 
every harbor and bay—they \ 
read the coastline like a blind j 
man reads Braille, imagining 
the interior. I am familiar with 
the interior. Married to a 
South African woman, I pay 
regular visits to the in-laws. 
This time I have been 
promised a good time. I study 
the map: Where a great bay 
narrows into a long shallow 
lagoon, the unknown artist has 
drawn a windsurfer. Yes. 

My current quest for wind 
had taken me to Langebaan, a 
tiny town on the shore of 
Saldanha Bay, an hour’s drive 
from Cape Town. As I pull into 
the parking lot I look at the tat¬ 
tered, tortured Mistral ban¬ 
ners flying from tall poles. The 
flags are snapping like whips 
at a Madonna photo shoot. 
The side-offshore wind is 
Pumping a steady 30 knots. In 
the middle of the channel, two 
locals challenge tidal chop, 
blasting into the air and 
exploding on impact. 

Across the way is an aban¬ 
doned whaling station and a 
m Hitary base. Sand dunes 
sweep around to the north, 
yhere in the distance I can 
m St ma ^ e °ut supertankers 
oored at the port of 
I ? ^ an ha. There is a tiny 
t ,? nc * m id-channel—my host 

s nre that the original set- 
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You won’t be the first sailor at Langebaan, but you may feel likea pioneer anyway. 


tiers raised sheep on the rock, 
safe from lions and other 
predators. 

I have arrived just before 
sunset, too late to sail. I watch 
a flight of sacred ibis pierce 
the wind on their way to roost 
for the night. The last rays of 
the sun turn their white bodies 
purple and gold. 

The next morning the wind 
drops—to 20 knots. By noon, 
it is back to 30. A chart in the 
office window shows the same 
roller coaster every day for 
two months: The average wind 
speed at 2 p.m. is 20 knots, at 
4 p.m. about 24. (The center 
stays open until 7 p.m.—no 
one bothers with evening 
readings, though, because by 
that time Antony Teale, the 
owner, is out sailing himself.) 

I choose a board from the 
full selection of new Mistral 
and Paarman custom boards, 
hook up an equally new 
Gaastra sail and head out to 
play. 

THE WHO, THE WHY, 
THE WHERE 

Teale, owner of Cape 
Windsurf Center, is a former 
motocross fanatic turned wind¬ 


surfer. He sold boards for a 
while in the South Africa 
province Natal. A friend intro¬ 
duced him to a visiting Swiss 
woman. He followed her to 
Switzerland, got married, start¬ 
ed a family. For the past few 
years they’ve moved among 
countries. On their last visit to 
South Africa, the two toured 
the entire coast. When they 
looked back on the trip, they 
realized that they’d had the 
best, most consistent sailing 
on their trip in the tiny town of 
Langebaan. 

As I sail here, it’s easy to 
see why. The lagoon offers flat 
water, and South Africa’s 
unique weather machine z 
offers amazing wind. Between § 
December and March—South fc 
Africa’s summer—winds 2 

sweep up the eastern coast in I 
wet storms. The excess swirls 
up the dry western coast, 
drawn by the thermals rising 
off the Kalahari Desert—a reli¬ 
able southeast blowtorch that 
picks up additional speed as it 
shoots along the length of the 
lagoon, caught between penin¬ 
sula and mainland. 

Teale had a container of 
boards and sails shipped to 


Check out the flags at the 
Cape Windsurf Center. 

Langebaan. With the help of 
local sailors he built the cen¬ 
ter, putting in showers, 
changing rooms and a rig¬ 
ging area of grass, and erect¬ 
ed the Mistral banners. After 
three weeks the banners 
were in tatters. 






































































Bonaire 
* Cabarete 
i Canary 
Cancun 
Calariba 
Cayman 
Gorge 
Greece 
tslamorada 
Margarita 
Oahu 

Puerto Rico 
St- Barts 
St- Thomas 
Tortola 


Bahamas ureece a * ; ■ 

Barbados Islamorada 

Bonaire Margarita 

Cabarete Oahu 

Canary Puerto Rico §||i.*1 

Cancun St. Barts 

Catariba St. Thomas gPf v i' ■» 

Cayman Tortola 

The best windsurfing vacations in the world are all here 


Representing >gzw centers 
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.. vVe opened the center primarily to 

„pi 1 to European windsurfers. Once 
3P u take into account all the factors, it 
y0 k es as much sense for a Swiss or 
rerman sailor to come to Soutli Africa. 
There are fewer hassles, better wind, less 
traffic, and they have the added bonus of 
being pioneers.” 

At Langebaan the sailing is free of peer 
pressure. It seems almost like a prayer. I 
dispute right-of-way with seals sunning 
themselves on the surface of the water, 
drag race cormorants, a kind of 
Porsche-designed seagull. And every 
evening, I watch the flight of the sacred 
ibis in the setting sun. 

Langebaan is not completely undiscov¬ 
ered. The local refinery sponsors a race 
weekend that draws sailors from all over 
South Africa, and Werner Gnigler, a 
designer for F2, uses its isolation to test 
new board shapes in private. 

food and lodging 

Langebaan is a quaint resort town, 
unspoiled, simple, refreshing. Sailors can 
stay with the Teales in a bed-and-break- 
fast arrangement (between $20 and 30 per 


SOUTH 


night), or opt for more spacious lodging at 
one of several hotels. (Prices range from 
about $25 a night for bungalows to $70 a | 
night at the more stately Langebaan 
Lodge.) The center is open October 
through April. 

The town is sparkling white, laid out I 
along the western edge of the lagoon. 
There are no stoplights. Red-bottom row¬ 
boats lie on the sand at low tide. 
Restaurants like Pearly’s offer seafood or 
the local staple, meat pies. For finer fare, 
try La Taverna. There is one disco, but ] 
with sailing conditions like this, who can 
move after dark? 

WE’RE NOT IN KANSAS, TOTO 

Langebaan has sufficient activities to 
keep non-sailing companions happy: You 
can choose between golf, horseback riding, 
scuba diving, deep sea-fishing or tennis. 

In the early morning we drove around 
the salt marsh at the end of the lagoon 
through West Coast National Park, spying 
baby ostrich and rock kestrals. Then on 
the slopes of the hill opposite of the sailing 
center we catch the elegant movement of j 
kudu, gemsbok, impala, wildebeest and 
the like. Twice a week the Sliaron 
Dawn—a 40 1 trawler—takes passengers 
out to Malgusi Island. The bird sanctuary 
is home to some 10,000 

. ... gannets, a few hundred 

cormorants and a handful 
of penguins. 


INSIDER NOTES 

Most sailors who came 
this year stayed for three 
weeks, using part of their 
time to explore South 
Africa. We drove through 
the wine country on one 
outing, then down to the 
Cape of Good Hope on 
another. Our advice: 
Combine the sailing with 
a tour of Kruger National 
Park—the best wildlife ! 
reserve in Africa. 

One other note: South 
African expatriates like to 
come home for Christmas | 
and tend to monopolize 
the available airline seats. 
Book early. 

For more info, contact 
Antony and Esti Teale, 
Cape Windsurf Center, 
Langebaan, South Africa, 
tel. 011-27-2287-21114, fax ! 
21115; or the South 
African Tourism Board; 
800-822-5368.—/a»»es' 
Peterson 
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SURF 

THE-C ORGE 

LAUNCH 

YOURSELF 

INTO THE GORGE 
THIS SUMMER WITH 
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AH INCREDIBLE WEEK 
OF WINDSURFING! 

Mobile school takes you to 
where the wind blows! 

Huge supply of the latest 
and best equipment! 

Windsurfing instruction for 
all abilities! 

Riverfront lodging for 
seven nights! 

| Three great meals each day! 


1994 Sessions start in June 
PRE-SEASON DISCOUNTS! 

1-800-927-3768 

503-386-9090 
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OCEAN CITY, 


A Quick Fix 

Ocean City, Maryland, pro¬ 
vides a quick fix for East Coast 
windsurfers. You’ll find great 
wind, you won’t have to battle 
seaweed or currents, and you 
can find reasonable weekly 
rentals right on the best 
launch beach on the bay. And 
it’s just three hours away from 
major metros like Phila¬ 
delphia, Baltimore and D.C. 

WHEN TO GO: In the dead 
of winter, the water is sailable. 
With good wind two to three 
days before a cold front, you 

LOCAL SHOPS- 


Sailing Etc.; 5303 
Coastal Highway, Ocean 
City; 410-723-1144 

Mellow Beach Yacht 
Club; 47th Street and the 
Bay, Ocean City; 800-468- 
9897 


can sail without gloves and 
boots on sunny days in 
February and March. Plan on 
using 4/3 steamers through 
April, but in May break out 
your springsuit. The water is 
warmest in July, August, 
September and October. 

September through Nov¬ 
ember are the favorite sailing 
months for the locals who 
expect 15+ knot winds thi ee oi 
four times a week. This is also 
a great time to visit. Summer 
crowds are gone, the bay is 
still warm, and hundreds of 
restaurants and motels offer 
discounts up to 50 percent. 

SAILING CONDITIONS: 
Assawoman Bay sailing is great 
for beginners because it’s shal¬ 
low enough to beach start your 
board from most spots. More 
advanced sailors can sail far¬ 
ther out into the thermal for 
bump-and-jump conditions and 
won’t get into much trouble 
even in sick wind, because in 
the worse case, you’ll be blown 
back to the beach. 

SAILING SPOTS: If you 
want to try ocean sailing, there 



are 10 miles of white, sandy 
beach with limited access from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
Off-season, though, is open 
season for windsurfers. You’ll 
find the best waves between 
35th and 48th streets, where 
the ocean takes a bend and 
southerly and southwest 


winds can lay opportunity for 
some good air and small 
waves. When the northeasters 
come through, the best sailing 
is at the inlet at Ocean City. 

Assawoman Bay provides 
excellent reaches and a great 
natural race course to the other 
side. Stretching 5 miles across 
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The Windsurf Uillage, Aruba. 

Flat warm water, consistent wind and the 
^ r V best windsurfing school in the Caribbean. 

| That’s The Windsurf Village on Aruba. Hook 
into Aruba's steady tradewinds and sail past 
magnificent beaches that shine under a sun 
> bl eac hed sky. Hosting novice and seasoned 

" sailors from around the globe since 1986, The 

i ;, ; | Windsurf Village is renown for world class 

^ ~ instruction and the ease at which our guests 

learn and improve. 

Vacation packages, including beach front 
accommodations, equipment and instruction 
begin at just $699. And with our own travel 

agency, low airfare rates are a breeze. I ijH wF*-**?. 
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Call for our free color brochure 
and 35 minute travel video. 
1-800-252-1070 or 617-829-8915 
Fax: 617-829-8809 


!MMR _ , 

193 Rockland St., Hanover, M 
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travel News 


The wind is up, prices are down and the 
best value in windsurfing vacations is just a 
phone call away: 

Call Now— Save up to 30%! 

Take your vacation in spring and summer 
when the wind is the best and the prices are 
lowest. Just when Maui, Cabarete, Aruba 
and Margarita enjoy their best wind, the 
winter tourist crowds leave and Vela drops 
prices as much as 30%. What more could 
you ask for? Details in Vela’s new issue of 
Windsurf Travel News. Call for a free copy. 

San Francisco Grand opening! 

Vela’s San Francisco Center will open 
April 30th in the heart of the Bay Area’s 
best windsurfing sites. We’ll have 1994 
Mistral and Neil Pryde equipment for 
rental and car/hotel/equipment packages. 
Call for a detailed brochure. 

Maui Exclusive! 

Vela and the Maui Windsurf Company team 
up to bring you the best equipment, service 
and value on Maui. Exclusive for Vela 
guests—Discounted equipment, car and 
condo package includes an extra sail! Plus 
no extra charge for light-weight custom 
epoxy boards and mOnofilm race sails. 

Save $100 on Ultimate Gorge Tour 

Book by June 1st and get a $100 discount, 
plus the ultimate in high performance 
equipment, personal service and fun! 
Vacation includes an escorted windsurfing 
tour of the best sites for your ability level, 
^ equipment, on-water coaching, video 
^alysis, first-class accommodations and 
Nost meals. Mountain biking, river rafting 
roid other activities are also included. 

s ° what are you waiting for? The wind- 
SUr ^ n g. equipment and service doesn’t get 
an Y b e«er, anywhere! Call 800-223-5443 
0r ^5-525-2070 today! 


Next Vacation, 
(Et Blown Away! 






For the thrill 
the wind and 
the time of your 
life, book your next 
vacation with Vela. 

We offer eight destin¬ 
ations with superb 
sailing conditions - all 
with the very finest in 
equipment, instruction 
and service. 


If that doesn’t blow you 
away, our new money-back 
guarantee will. Call today for 
the details. 


VELA 

highwind centers 


F or a free brochure call 




Margarita 

Cancun 


San Francisco 
Cabarete 
Aruba 
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Maui’s Best Rental Equipment 

Choose from our huge fleet of custom 
epoxy and polyester boards from 
Maui’s hottest shapers: Island 
Unique and Timpone Hawaii. Or 
try any of the latest models from 
F2 (Fun + Function) and Seatrend. 

Sails from Hot Sails Maui 
and Rushwind. 

Maui's Best School 
Whether it's your first time, your 
first waters tart, or your first jibe, 

Maui Magic Windsurfing School 
is with you every step. 

Thorough and 
easy to 
understand 
ground school 
is followed by 
productive time 
on the water, 
enhanced by 
Maui’s only 
instructor-to- 
student radio 
communication. It's 
like having an 
instructor on board 
with you! 

Maui Magic - 
lessons that work. 

Maui's Best Vacation packages 
Call Vela High wind Centers today, at 
(800) 223-5443, to book your complete vacation package, 
including car, equipment and condo on Maui's beautiful 
south shore. 


'-ail i he Maui Windsurf Company 



for savings on pre-booked equipment 
and lesson packages, 
and for a free brochure on all 
our packages, including select 
north shore oceanfront and 
ocean-view cottages. 


- •. 

The Maui Windsurf Company 

520 Keolam Place. Kahulni Man; oenn * 


520 Keolam Place, Kahului, Maui 96732 
Phone: 808-877-4816 Fax: 808-877-4696 

Free information circle 114 on reader service card 
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with boundary bridges to the north and th e 
south, the water is clean, shallow and Pro . 
tected, with a sandy bottom and kickin’ 
summer thermals. At 47lh Street, you 
be in good thermal just 500 yards offshore 

On the bay, the wind blows mainly 
from the south and southwest with ther¬ 
mals eveiy day in the summer. In the fall 
winds are consistent with 4.0 to 5.5 sailing 
before a cold front and 5.0 to 6.0 afterward 

The best launch spot bayside is at 
Mellow Beach Yacht Club. Formerly the 
47th Street Windsurf Park, the club was 
scheduled to open April of this year as one 
of the first windsurfing clubs in the country 
with summer, daily and guest passes avail¬ 
able. (Passes start at $5/day.) There’s a 
large grassy rigging area, launch beach, 
board storage, shower facilities, good eats', 
on-site weekly rental apartments and plenty 
of free parking, which you’ll appreciate as 
soon as you drive anywhere else in town. 

Bay traffic is generally light, but if you 
get stranded, expect help quickly from 
catamaran sailors, skiers and parasailors. 

NO-WIND ALTERNATIVES: After a 
great day on the water, hit the boardwalk 
for 33 blocks of amusement rides, hot 
food, bars, souvenir and novelty shops. 
The “boards” are hopping until well after 
midnight from April through October. 

WINE AND DINE: A visit to Ocean 
City would not be complete without some 
Eastern Shore fare. The fattest steamed 
crabs in town are at The Crab Bag on 
131st Street, a hole in the wall with brown 
paper on the tables and ice-cold beers. 
For casual deck and upscale dining, go to 
Fager’s Island in the Bay at 61st Street. 

Windsurf over for cocktails at Seacrets, 
bayside on 49th Street. You’ll find plenty 
of places to buoy-up, and waiters aren’t 
averse to wading out to take your order. 
Go easy on dem frozen “Pain in de Ass” 
drinks, though, if you want to be on water 
the next day .—Julie Wintering 


travel tip 

A COOL IDEA 

Take your cooler with you to 
the islands! Pack it with miscella¬ 
neous items, use duct tape to 
close it and check it through. This 
way you'll have a cooler for the 
beach and a container for the 
tropical fruit you'll want to take 
home. (Don't forget to get the fnii* 
inspected at the airport !)—-Cane 
Warner, Maui Windsurfari 


windsurfing 
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• Three Aruba sites: 

PuntoBrobo 
Sonesto Island 
Fisherman's Huts 

• A broad selection of beachfront hotels 

• Lowest possible airfare 

Call: 800-822-6754 

204 East 11th Street, New York, NY 10003 
Phone: 212-673-9200, Fax: 212-2604959 


nedsail spoi 


Get Carried Away. 

Aruba's premier windsurfing center, with the 
latest in Fanatic Board equipment and ART Sails. 

Free windsurfing clinics doily-beginner to expert instruction. 
Daily and weekly rates complete with accommodations at the 
Hyatt Regency and Americana Aruba. 

For the latest trade wind news and a color brochure, 
call 800-255-6425. 


GsUl Exis. <JaJo£, toy tOes 






average spcec 


between 15-20 lends 
and unbelievable gusts. 
Aruba s 

legendary Iradewinds 
malce for some 
awesome pleasure rides. 

And since world class windsurfing 
demands slalc-of-thc-arl 
equipment, we ve go! ibal, loo. 
All ibis plus an enlirc island 
fu II of gracious people 
dedicated lo one deligblful 
nolion: 

pampering you. 

So come lo Aruba 
and gel blown away. 


A Wet And Wild 
Windsurfing Vacation. 

* The only full service windsurfing resort on Aruba 

* At Fisherman’s Huts * Ocean front apartments 

* 200' foot launch area * Expert instructors 

* Complete packages * Unlimited equipment use 
Call us today for our color brochure and video at 
800-252-1070 or 
617-829-8915. 

^ /jg/Cg Center 


Soil state of the art equipment. 

Relax in luxury apartments. 

Jhe best windsurfing vacation value in Aruba! 

•luxury 1 bedroom suites among tropical gardens 

• complete with kitchen, IV, VCR, private deck, AC 

: • Beachfront Vela Highwind Center at Fisherman’s Huts 

• Sailboards Aruba Customs and Mistral 

• Rigged and ready North, Waddell, and Neil Pryde sails 
• Free high wind seminars; expert instruction 

For FREE brochure call Vela 800-223-5443 


VELA 


hgfv,Tid corterc 


(TheBoaipwali) 

Bolvol 20. Aruba, Dutch West Imfes 
phone/fax: 011-297-6-66654 
































































In Florida ( 407 ) 453-3223 
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PERFORMANCE CLINICS 

BY TINHO DORNELLAS 


EVERYONI 


„ Ak Clink, a 9 o.- Tom Lepak - New York 

" Thanks fora ma ™lous experience / Ann Steele - Virginia 
Zt ~ Clinic Scheduies and to receive a brochure- 

$L ^aiSS. A £?S*ILING 

^^^^^32953 (Cocoa Beach Ar^ 
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magazine 

Ga “ ta mistral 

FIBERSPAR 


The Polarized Sunglasses. 


PERFORMANCE I 
PERFORMANCE SHORT BOARD 
PERFORMANCE RACING 

beginner clinics 

VACATION PACKAGES 


1 - 800 = 422-5302 
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JONES BEACH 


Lower Columbia 

Wien a high-pressure sys¬ 
tem settles over the 
Northwest, causing lots of 
beautiful sunny days, clear 
blue skies and very warm tem¬ 
peratures, the place to be is 
Clatskanie. These are the 
days when the Gorge is 
quiet—the wind’s gone and 
there’s a mass exodus of 
sailors to the coast if they’re 
surfsailors or to the lower 
Columbia if they’re not 

The primary windsurfing 
spot on the river is Jones 
Beach, 4 miles west of 
Clatskanie, on the Oregon side 
of the Columbia. During the 
warm summer days, the wind 
often doesn’t come up until 
mid-afternoon, so don’t give up 
loo early. Since it often blows 
late into the evening, you’ll 
still get a good session, even if 
it doesn’t start till 5 p.m. 
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The river at Jones Beach is 
wide and generally flat with 
small swells that are mostly 
caused by freighters. The 
large beach is the best for 
windsurfing on the Columbia. 
Watch for strong tidal currents 
(unlike the Gorge, where the 
currents are controlled by the 
dams) and large ocean-bound 
freighters (faster than the 
Gorge barges.) 

Jones Beach is an undevel¬ 
oped park—you’ll find 


porta-potties but no running 
water, so bring your own. New 
this year is a paved parking lot 
for more than 100 cars (per¬ 
fect for skating if you’re wait¬ 
ing for wind). 

Be wary of locals who may 
not be too happy about wind¬ 
surfers “invading” their territo¬ 
ry. Jones Beach is a popular 
fishing area and can also be 
overrun with ATVs. 

To get there, follow 
Highway 30 west of 


Clatskanie Immediately 
fore milcposr 08 there’s a sig n 
for Jones Beach. Turn right o 
either Marshland, Midland or 
Woodson, farm-dike roads that 
lead to the river with several 
90-degree turns. It’s easy [ Q 
find the right spot once y 0u 
get to the river—just look f 0r 
cars parked along the road. 

You’ll find everything y 0u 
need in Clatskanie, including 
two grocery stores, a pharma- 
cy, several restaurants, tw 0 
pizza parlors, gas stations, 
motels, and even a bank 
machine. You won’t find much 
nightlife, though, except on 


LOCAL SH 


Pacific Wave; 2021 
Highway 101, Warrenton, 
Oregon; 503-861-0866 
Pro Shop; 1104 15th 
Avenue, Longview, 
Washington; 206-577- 
1580 

Sporty’s; 340 N. 

Nehalem, Clatskanie, 
Oregon; 503-728-2712 
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CLINIC TOUR 


..would you like to be 
AN ADVANCED WINDSURFER? 

Are your friends going faster then you? 

Do you want to perform laydown jibes and 
high-altitude jumps? 

Do you want to know if your equipment is 
appropriate and rigged right? equ,pment ,s 


If yes... you're an ideal student for the Mistral Clinic Tour! 

• Improve your sailing ability. 

• Get the most out of your equipment. 

• Try the new '94 boards and rigs. 


Lei me .Viisxrai i ecn i earn of Mike Gebhardt, Doug Harley. 

Berube, Rick Thompson and Matt Arneborg show 
you how it s done. 


Most clinics are absolutely FREE! 

Class sizes limited, reserve today with your local Mistral Dealer. 



MISTRAL CLINIC TOUR! 


High 

Performance 
tech talks. 

Hig for speed. 


Jest the '94 
Mistral line. 


ring your friends and family to learn 
ie basics. 



NORTH-EAST & MID-ATLANTIC 


March 17 
NJWA 

Sandy Hook. NJ 
(908)638-5277 


April 16 

Windsurfing Hatteras 
Avon. NC 
(919)995-4970 


March 19 

Saifways 

Mike Gebhardt Clime 
Fairfield. CT 
(203)336-9463 

April 30 

Sailing Etc. 

M‘ke Gebhardt Clinic 
Ocean City. MD 
(410)723-1144 


March 22 

Windsurfing Unlimited 
Alexandra. VA 
(301)951-0705 


May 13 

Can-Am Sailcraft 
Mike Gebhardt Clime 
Falmouth. MA 
(617)661-7702 


May 22 May 28 

New England Sailboard New Hampshire Hob* Marsh Creek 
mSSV.T. ScabrookNH Oowningtown. PA 

(802)874-4178 (603)474-3661 (215)458-5010 


May 29 

Peak Performance 
Clinton. NJ 
(908)638-5277 

June 11 

Windsurfing Unlimited 
Bethesda. MD 
(301)951-0705 


SOUTH-EAST 


June 4 

Island Rigs 
Emerald Isle. NC 
(919)247-7787 

July 16 

Maine Beach 
Surf & Sport 
Wainscot! NY 
(516)537-2716 


March 19 March 25-27 

Sandy Point Sailboards Tackle Shack 
South Daytona. FL 
(904)756-7564 


Stuyvesant Event 
Pmelas Park. FL 
(813)546-5080 


April 9-10 

Windsurfing Sports 
Houston. TX 
(713)333-9199 


April 30 

Ft. Pierce Yacht Club 
FL Pierce. FL 
(407)453-3223 

November 16 

Calvert Sailing 
Mike Gebhardt Clinic 
Islamorada. FL 
(305)664-9494 


April 13 

Rogue Wave 
FL Walton Beach. FL 
(904)243-1962 


May 6 

Windsense 
Atlanta. GA 
(407)783-4346 


June 5 
Water World 
Durham. NC 
(919)596-8185 

July 17 

Windsurfing Hamptons 
Southampton. NY 
(516)283-9463 


April 2-3 
Wind n Wave 
Corpus Christi. TX 
(512)937-9283 


April 16 

Calema Boardsailmg 
Merntt Island. FL 
<404)345-5514 


May 14 

Time Out 
Charleston. SC 
(803)577-5979 


MID-WEST 


April 30-May 1 

May 7-8 

May 14-15 

Isthmus Sailboards 

Southport Rigging 

Scuba Center 

Madison. Wl 

Kenosha. Wl 

Minneapolis. MN 

(608)233-0660 

(414)652-5434 

(612)952-4318 

May 21-22 

May 28-29 

June 10 

Sailboard Alley 

Sunsports 

Windpower 

Toledo. OH 

Westerville. OH 

Mike Gebhardt Clime 

(419)698-8437 

(614)895-7875 

Fond du Lac. Wl 



(414)922-2550 

June 11-12 

June 18-19 

June 25-26 

Windward Sports 

Windsurf Shop 

The Outlitter 

Chicago. IL 

Whitmore Lake. Ml 

Harbor Spnngs. Ml 

(312)472-6868 

(313)449-0707 

(616)526-2621 

WEST COAST 



March 26 

March 27 

April 3 

Spinnaker Shoreline 

City Front Sailboard Sausalito Sailboards 

Mountain View. CA 

San Francisco CA 

Swap Meet & Clinic 

(415)965-7474 

(415)929-7873 

Sausalito. CA 



(415)331-9463 

April 7 

April 9 

April 11 

Sausalito Sailboards 

Wind & Wave 

Wmdspoil 

Consumer Clinic 

Mike Gebhardt Clime Mike Gebhardt dime 

Sausalito. CA 

Los Angeles. CA 

San Oiego. CA 

(415)331-9463 

(310)478-7537 

(619)488-4642 

April 21 

April 30 

May 5 

High Sierra Sports 

Windcraft 

Wmdsport 

Reno. NV 

Rio Vista CA 

San Diego CA 

(702)885-1891 

(916)777-7067 

(619)48S-4642 

May 10 

May 21 

ml 

Larsons Ski & Sport 

Big Winds 


Denver. CO 

Hoed River OR 


(303)423-0654 

(503)386-6086 

mistral l 
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James Coutts, newly 
appointed Director of 
Training and Development 
at Divi Winds Aruba, hails 
from the U.S. Naval 
Academy. Over the past 10 
years James has developed 
windsurfing training 
programs and coached the 
Navel Academy wind¬ 
surfing team to numerous 
NCAA windsurfing titles. 

Other titles James has held 
over this period include 
Director of Training for the U.S. Sailing 
Association, Olympic training coach and 
author of Start Windsurfing Right, the 
official training manual for the USSA 
windsurfing programs nation-wide. 

Q: With all the windsurfing destinations 
available through the sports and travel 
industries, what is it about Divi Winds 
Aruba that gave you the confidence to 
consider moving to Aruba as their new 
Director of Training and Development? 

A: Concisely, Divi Winds Aruba has a can- 
do attitude. They are willing to go that 
extra mile to get things done, and they 
remain flexible to the clients' needs. By 
putting their staff at the same level of 
importance as their clients, their beach 
attendants and instructors are 100 percent 
motivated and enthusiastic to do what it 
takes to get fun, safe results. Only with 
that attitude from the company will I be 
able to rely on getting performance from a 
motivated, happy staff and achieve the 
goals we are setting for Divi Winds Aruba. 

Q: What new programs will you be 
developing in Aruba? 

A: The most important project that I am 
developing along with the staff at Divi 
Winds is the Leam-to-Windsurf program. 
While we will continue to provide excellent 
service and variety for the windsurfing 
enthusiast, we know that our efforts and 
enthusiasm with fresh, new entry-level 
sailors will reap many rewards in the future 
with return visits from those that have 
found that we really do go the extra mile. 

Our Learn-to-Windsurf guaranteed 
program is second to none. All Divi Winds 
instructors are trained to US Sailing 
Instructor standards. Our specialized 
equipment allows ease of learning. And 
our numerous sites allow us to always get 
our students sailing in the right conditions. 
With all that going for us I am really 
looking forward to the coming year. And 
with a staff trained to a high level, our 
intermediate and advanced instruction 
will also be high caliber. There's no need 
to pay a lot of money to a professional 




sailor to learn new skills 
when you can come to 
Aruba and learn from 
professional instructors. 

Q: We're starting to hear 
about the new sites Divi 
Winds is developing in 
Aruba. Can you tell us 
about these new locations? 

A: Certainly. We're really 
excited about offering a 
variety of conditions and 
locations for Divi Winds sailors. We now 
offer four locations. Two of these sites 
offer true side-shore winds and are the 
only two sites in Aruba with side-shore 
winds. Sonesta Island, with the highest 
winds in Aruba, is adjacent to the airport 
runway, with unobstructed winds 
blowing across a channel onto Sonesta 
Island. We sail in the channel, which is 
protected and offers really great winds. 
The other side-shore wind site is at the 
Hilton Hotel, just up from our Hyatt Hotel 
location. Both of these sites are the most 
popular for learning to windsurf. Our 
original site at the Tamarion/Divi Hotels 
offers more advanced sailing, with waves 
and chop on many days. 

Q: What other differences do your sailing 
sites offer? 

A: Aside from great sailing, we offer other 
activities at all of our sites. Sonesta Island 
has great snorkeling, scuba diving, 
waterskiing, sunbathing, a tennis court, 
small gym, volleyball.... It's a really quiet 
island with quiet beaches, a nature trail, a 
restaurant and bar. I've been fly fishing 
along its shores as well. The Divi, Hilton 
and Hyatt sites all have great beaches and 
a range of watersports activities. 

By offering well-rounded activities we 
appeal to a broader range of windsurfers. 
Families and sailors traveling with non¬ 
sailors have more fun with Divi Winds 
because their non-sailing friends and 
family are happy on the nice beaches, and 
alternate activities are close at hand. 

All in all I'm really excited about Divi 
Winds Aruba and my place in making the 
company the best in the business. 

For information and reservations, call or fax: 

800-822-6754 or 212-673-9200 
FAX 212-260-4959 


Divi Aruba 

C " Vl RYnS? a S^?S?» r ', and DM Tanurijn Bmc] Resort 
BY DHC HOSPITALITY. A DORAL COMPANY * 0 


ADVERTISEMENT 


fames Coutts 


WINDSURFING 



the Fourth of July. The closest hospital * 
20 minutes away in Longview. ,s 

Daytime activities for the non-wind 
surfers in your group include mountain 
biking, canoeing or paddleboating, tennis 
blueberry picking or wildlife watching 
Swimming at Jones Beach is not recom 
mended due to currents and deep holes 
near the shore that often catch waders by 
surprise. 

Sporty’s annual Barbecued Lamb 
Party, cohosted by the Northwest 
Boardsailing Association, is scheduled for 
June 11. Races, beach volleyball and just 
plain fun precede this not-to-be-missed 

barbecue. 

For the latest wind conditions, call 
Humps Restaurant in Clatskanie, 
503-728-2626. For general information! 
contact the Chamber of Commerce* 
503-728-2502. 

OTHER OPTIONS 

Nuclear Alley, Kalama and Prescott 
Beach, plus a few other “secret” spots if you 
do a little exploring, offer additional wind¬ 
surfing not far from Clatskanie. On the 
other hand, the coast isn’t too far either. 

Nuclear Alley is the most challenging. 
It’s west and across the river from Jones 
Beach. The chop turns bigger swells here 
as the river narrows, and the wind is usu¬ 
ally stronger and more consistent 

Look for good northerlies at Kalama 
on the Washington side of the lower 
Columbia when it’s hot, sunny and calm 
in the Gorge. There are two big launches. 
The first is the maintained Riverfront Park 
with facilities, playground, boat launch 
and marina near the Port of Kalama exit 
on Interstate 5. 

The best sailing, however, is from the 
undeveloped beach at the RV park south 
of the marina. The wind is typically best 
for slalom sailing, and the water is usually 
flat. Like Jones Beach, the best wind is 
late afternoon. Watch for ocean-bound 
freighters, fishermen and water skiers en 
route to and from nearby protected 
coves. 

Prescott Beach, in the shadow of the 
now-closing Trojan nuclear plant, offers 
conditions similar to Kalama. Take 
Highway 30 for 6 miles south of the 
Longview Bridge or from Portland go 45 
miles north and watch for the sign. The 
two-year-old Columbia County park has a 
sand beach, restrooms, playground equip - 
ment, picnic tables and horseshoe courts. 
Unfortunately there is no overnightcainPj 
ing; the day-use fee is $l/vehicle or $1 
per year .—Carol York 



Higfr-Wind Center Margarita 
has a two-for-one special, July 1- 
tfovember 15. Call 800-697-2130.... 

Sailboard Vacations and BIC 
Sport have formed Windsurfing 
World Travel Ltd., a travel agency 
for BIC centers. Call 800-936-3333.... 

Bonaire's Fanatic Windsurfing 
Center at the Lac Bay Resort is 
offering a 20 percent savings on 
their packages until December 15. 
Call 800-253-6573. ... 

During May, save $25 on Rhonda 
Smith Windsurfing Center's Learn 
to Windsurf Program in the Gorge. 
Program graduates can take advan¬ 
tage of the center’s free beginner 
hours, 5-8 p.m. daily, May 1-Sept- 
ember 15. Call 503-386-WIND. ... 

Book Vela Highwind Centers' 
Ultimate Gorge Tour by June 1 and 
save $100. Call 800-223-5443.... 

Janzten Speed Series' Hatteras 
events run weekly. Call for details: 
919-995-4970.... 

North Sail8/F2 is sponsoring a 
full season of clinics and race series. 
Here are dates and locations. For 
more info, call 509-493-3765: 

Ian Boyd’s jump-and-bump clin¬ 
ic, Air Bom: The College of 
Aeronautics—Tampa, Fla. (April 
28); Coconut Grove, Fla. (April 29); 
Jensen Beach, Fla. (April 30); 
Daytona Beach, Fla. (May 1); Cape 
Hatteras, N.C. (May 4); Virginia 
Beach, Va. (May 5); Dewey Beach, 
Del. (May 7); Harvey Cedars, N.J. 
(May 8); Long Island, N.Y. (May 10); 
Cape Cod, Mass. (May 13); Halifax, 
Nova Scotia (June 1); Montreal 
(June 4); Toronto (June 5); the 
Gorge (June 30 and July 9); and Rio 
Vista, Calif. (July 14). 

Look for the North Sails Univers¬ 
ity of Speed in San Francisco (April 
30 and May 1, 28-29); Toronto (May 
8); Madison, Wis. (May 14-15); the 
Gorge (June 3, July 2, 8, 9,16, 23 and 
August 6, 13, 20, 27); Scjuamish, B.C. 
(June 11); San Luis Reservoir, Calif. 
(June 18); and Los Angeles (July 29). 

One Hour Classic Race Series 
hits these towns: Falmouth, Mass. 
(May 13-15); Coyote Pt., Calif. (May 
22); Long Island, N.Y. (May 28-29); 
Titusville Causeway, Fla. (May 29); 
^ a ui (June 18); Montreal (June 18); 
Gabrillo Beach, Calif. (June 25-26); 
Barrie, Ontario (July 16) and the 
Gorge (date to be announced). 





Ask about our tax dedi miblAme dical/legal seminar's! 
ffi-Tech Sailboards, 444 Hana Hwyi, Kahului, HI 96732 
K 808-877-2m>£ax 808-877-2409 ^ 
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JOIN SCOTT TRUDp 
CARIBBEAN, MAUI 


Let Scott share with you 
the Skills thajhmade hjm 
bne oEthe top 'fe'.S. 
sailors in the Worixl'^up. 
From waterstarts to 
laydown jibes, this two 
time national champion 
and U.S. open c\jampio!j 
will not onjy aijstrucp 
you on land, V 

join you oi\ the vj^er ‘fqj’ 
personalized 

'^ljie'Week long liigh J't»*’ 
intact clii^Cs'^i^bey' \ 
h(^^^pipsiyel)\ a'tThe, 

follpwihg B'fC'Sporf 


WORLD, 


neDheseming cup centre iworidi 


Event Locations/Dates 

! au ! ‘ Incursions Extraordinaire 800678*2: 

111,1 P mks * Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 80O231*6‘ 
itanba * Tortola, BVI 800936*33 

am Clinics * I lawaiian Island Windsurfing 800231-6* 

argarila Isle • Punta Carnero 1 800*936*3: 

am Clinics * Hawaiian Island Windsurfing 800231-6* 

oncStreet • I IikxI River 503-380-41 

ai, j * jr^rsions Extraordinaire 800678*22 

mi t links • I lawaiian Island Windsurfing 800*231-6‘ 
Is ( amp Aruba * Sailboard Vacations 800*936- *3 

aha * Sailboard Vacations 800-936-33 

JUI ( ,inics ’ I lawaiian Island Windsurfing 800-231-69 
""tact Windsurfing World Travel 800-936-3333 


April 30Mav 6 
May 11-13 ' 

May 21-28 
June 7-9 
June 11-18 

July 6-8, 13-15,20-22 2 \ 


Sept/Oct-IIJA , 

l° r more information 
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Geneva Indoor 

Take a monster truck stadi¬ 
um and block it off. Fill it with 
three feet of cold water, huge 
fans to generate wind, scream¬ 
ing spectators, a light show, 
loud music and enough Tidy 
Bowl to make the water look 
tropical blue. The result: the 
Geneva Super Fundoor, 
February 11-12. 

The world’s top indoor 
sailors set the Palexpo on fire 
during this third 1994 World 
Cup event The slalom was run 
in a figure-eight format with 
lightweight Frenchman 
Manolo Barlet dominating. He 
sailed flawlessly to victory, fol¬ 
lowed by Nik Baker of the 
United Kingdom. In women’s 
slalom, France’s Nathalie 
Lelievre held off fellow coun¬ 
tryman Babeth Coquelle. 

Then came the ramp. The 
crowd went hysterical! Italy’s 
Alessandra Sensini and her 
high tabletops were the best in 
the women’s wave class. She 
was followed by world champi¬ 
on Jessica Crisp of Australia. 

In the men’s class, the best 
came with incredible attempts 
from France’s Erik Thieme, 
Sweden’s Matthias Holmberg 
and U.K.’s Baker. 

And though France’s 
Robert Teriitehau wasn’t the 
No. 1 finisher, he kept specta¬ 
tors entertained with his 
back-loop attempts and stylish 
exits—flying full speed out of 
the pool onto the cement (He 
destroyed all his gear.) 

On the ramp, sailors used 
whatever equipment they did¬ 
n’t mind trashing. Josh Stone 
°f the U.S. was on all bor¬ 
rowed gear after breaking 
ev erything except his boom 
nnd harness. 

Fins broke regularly. Tuttle 
., 0Xes . took the fin along with 
e tail of your board. Broken 
j ° ar ^ s * cracked rails and miss- 
8 finboxes were common. 

tihf ° est setup: an indestruc- 
e Production board and a 



respectabte^rformanM^nrinTu* 8 indoor event - Hawaiian sailor Josh Stone put in a 
to Maui fo! the Wave Class" V ma,r " and US ‘ wavesailors ,ike Ri <* Markham headed 


single-cambered sail; normal 
waveboards and wave sails were 
too slow to make it up the ramp. 


Chiemsee Maui 
World Cup 

The consistent trade winds 
and huge surf that normally 
hit the North Shore in winter 
disappeared for the first two 
days of the Chiemsee Wave 
Classic on Maui. Hookipa 
looked more like a glassy lake 
than one of the world’s best 
wavesailing spots. Finally, on 
the third day, light trades 
came through and the action 
started. The March 5-9 event 
attracted the world’s top wave- 
sailors, but the U.S. dominated 
the men’s competition—the 
top five final positions went to 
Americans. 

One highlight was the tie 
between two of Maui’s best 
sailors, Mark Angulo and Dave 
Kalama, in the semifinals. In a 
10-minute tie-breaking heat, 
Angulo scored half a point 
higher and advanced. In the 
finals, he beat Sean Ordonez. 
Kalama finished third. 


The women’s competition 
ended with a killer final heat 
between Australia’s Jessica 
Crisp and Maui’s Angela 
Cochran. Cochran had high 
back loops and impressive 
waveriding; Crisp performed 
high forward loops and charg¬ 
ing wave rides. Crisp, who 
spent the winter training on 
Maui, walked away with the 
overall title. France’s Caroline 
Haslin came in third. A new 
face in Maui competition, 
Gorge sailor Jennifer Gately, 


finished ninth. 

At this event, some sailors 
used boards leaning toward a 
three-fin thruster surfboard 
format This makes a radically 
looser board—good for small 
waves. Other boards had full, 
thin, potato chip-like rails with 
vol ume distribution in the 
middle. 


UPCOMING PBA EVENTS 


May 16-22, long distance; 
Cape Verde Islands; 
$20,000-$30 l 000. 

May 18-24; Nordemey, 
Germany; $50,000- 
$60,000; (to be confirmed). 
May 26-31, course racing; 
Corpus Christi, Texas; (to 
be confirmed). 

May 31-June 6 or Juno 
6-12 (to be confirmed), 
Grand Prix slalom; Aruba; 
$ 100 , 000 . 


A DANGEROUS JOB 

Sailing for a spot in the 
semifinals, Sierra Emory of 
the U.S. and Holland’s Jan 
Boersma collided on the face 
of a wave. Boersma, positive it 
was his wave because he was 
upwind and jibed on it first, 
charged down the line to hit 
the lip and hit Emory’s board 
instead. Emory bailed out of 
the way as Boersma sailed his 
fin six inches into Emory’s 
board before the lip came 
down on him. Boersma got 
worked in the footstraps with 
both boards connected and 
came up with a broken foot 

Emory then advanced and 
sailed aggressively to fourth 
place, his best finish 
ever .—Rick Markham 


MAY 


19 9 4 



































I? ; 


And The TentliGood Reason 


Over $300 of Manufacturer and CanA 
All organized and run by CanAm.... ^ 6 


“Equipment... 

Pricing.... 

1 So anywhere else ? 


Photos courtesy of American Windsurfer and New England Windsurfing Journal 


CanAm 
Sailcraft 

48 Charles St. Cambridge Ma. 02141 
Tel. (617)661-7702 
Plenty of Free Parking 

Partial list of exhibitors: Mistral-North-Gaastra-F-2-Waddell-Bic-Sailworks-Fiberspar-NoLiimtz 
Windwing-Neil Pryde-Tiga-O'NeU-Body Glove-ffiFly-Ezzy- Laser-Aquatena kayak 
Windsurfing Hawaii-Dakine-Hot Sails-and many more 


Ten Good 
CanAm New En 


asons to Visit The 

and Windsurfin 


Sponsored by: feter Stuyvesan 

May 13,14,15 at Old Silver I ach on Buzzards Bay, Ma. ** 


1. Largest consumer show in North America! 

2. Every leading mfg. displaying the latest ’94 product 

3. Demo every sail, board and accessory in the water. 

4. Free lessons/clinics for beginners,intermediates & advanced. 

5. Talk to the shapers and designers about concepts. 


Show 


6. Meet the pros and see them in action. 

7. Do your own equipment reviews! 

8. Race in the CCCP, N.E.'s premiere competition. 

9. Kayaks, sailboats and in-line skates available to 
demo for your non windsurfing friends. 


W JH D S U R M N G 
SHOW TOO* -94 

Sponsored by: 

O'nefN, Bic Sport, Tigs, 

Neil Pryde,H2 Optix.and 
Windsurfing Magazine 
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Tudor/IVlistral Midwinters 

Windsurfers from as far away as 
Greece headed to Merritt Island, Florida 
for the 1994 Tudor/Mistral Midwinters 
Windsurfing Festival. 

That the regatta was a Tudor/Mistral 
Grand Slam event enticed many sailors to 
participate, as did the event’s status as 
one of U.S. Sailing’s four ’94 ranking 
regattas—attending three of these is a 
must for aspiring members of the U.S. 
Sailing Team. 

Race organizers divided competitors 
into IMCO, open and sport classes, but 
the IMCO fleet was by far the largest with 
79 sailors. 

The regatta, hosted by Tudor/Mistral 
and sponsored by Holiday Inn, Budweiser, 
H2 Optics, Gaastra, Blimpie and Jeep 
Cherokee, opened February 26 with two 
morning and two afternoon races in gusty 
and shifty winds that made for exciting 
racing. 

Racers sailed the parallelogram course 
proposed for the ’96 Games. (See dia¬ 
gram.) Since this course has so many 
downwind legs, it makes it easier to catch 
up from behind because the gusts are 
coming from the top of the course. 

Alf Imperato had an impressive day, 
taking three first-place finishes and a 
fourth. The next four places were hotly 


> ARUBA'S OLYMPIC 
REPRESENTATIVE—BARCELONA '92 

> THE FINEST LOCATION-JUST 
DOWN THE BEACH FROM THE 
WORLD-FAMOUS FISHERMAN'S 
HUTS 

OCEAN-FRONT ACCOMMODATIONS, 
ROOMS AND C0MPLHE VILLA 
AVAILABLE FOR GROUPS 
PERSONAL ATTENTION IN A 
FRIENDLY AND RELAXED 
ATMOSPHERE 

LESSON PACKAGES AVAILABLE 
COMPLETE RETAIL SHOP OFFERING 
ALL NECESSITIES 
TOP-QUALITY WINDSURFING 
EQUIPMENT 


Tudor and Mistral 
want you in on the 
fun! If you have ever 
thought about racing, 
learning to race or 
just sailing faster, 
now is your chance. 
To register with the 
Tudor/Mistral tour 
and get on our mail¬ 
ing list for upcoming 
events call 1-800-395- 
6006 and we will 
send you a registra¬ 
tion form. 


FOR RESERVATIONS AND 
A FREE BROCHURE CALL 
1-800-225-0102 U.S. 
AND CANADA, IN ARUBA 
CALL 011-2978-61918 
FAX: 011-2978-69045 


Free information circle 187 on reader service card 


Our Vacations 


Up coming events: 
May 7-8 

Tudor/Mistral Inland 
Windsurfing 
Championships 
Atlanta, GA 

May 14-15 
Tudor/Mistral 
Northeast 
Regional/CCCP 
Falmouth, MA 

June 4-5 

Tudor/Mistral Toledo 
Windsurfing 
Championships 
Toledo, OH 


All locations offer: 

* Beachfront accommodations 

* Equipment rigsed& on the beach 

* Larse selection of boards & sails 

* Uncrowded sailing 

* Instruction and clinics 

* Great food 


Start/Finii 
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free information 
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, cte d among U.S. sailors Eric Nelson 
a Dan Kerckhoff, Greece’s Nikos 
Kaklamanakis and Murray McCaig of 

CaI }n^the women’s division, Jayne Fenner 
! Lanee BuUer, both of the U.S., raced 
■JJLjy to end the day as the top two 
female competitors, finishing 10th and 
ilth overall respectively. 

Winds for Sunday were forecast at 
,8-20 knots, but they didn’t show up 
n til the afternoon. Three more races 
“ ere run in moderate 15-knot condi¬ 
tions. Imperato again used his downwind 
and reaching speed to become the No. 1 
finisher overall. 

Two points behind Imperato, 
Kaklamanakis was a close second, sailing 
in his usual conservative style. McCaig 
finished third, followed by U.S. sailors 
Kerckhoff, Nelson and Kent Marinkovic. 

Olympian Mike Gebhardt’s name was 
absent from among the top finishers as 


A clinic tour and speed trial series 


S^»t 5 ^^"' ,ere "“ so,as,e,! 

. nnp nf tho world's fastest sailors. Asa 
Hie tour is Hosted by Brad Duffy, "SK^ned instructor, Brad has a unique oa» 
professional competitor, shop °"" er ’^ eed a successful event at each 
ground that »i« make the Uwwfffl s P eed g abi | ities 0 f the sailors attending, so; 
clinic is designed for the “ nd Xa sailor can benefit. The clinic, will covqr all aspects ' 

a beginner as well as the ^Sng Wning atnd equinr^rt- « .> 

of sailing fast - body positron, stance, ngging, run u 

r • mi ho hpirt at Donular 

Speed trial events and c,,n,cs ^^ n b ® ^ 0 p e P ^cepfefessional sponsored^ailb^iarv^ 
University of Speed series is open to anyone age classes,will insurd;an;eye 

Stm 

hosted by Ittn Winner .^omp^cln^ ' or the overa " ^ 

chance to win some great prizes! W 

Cose The Universe of Speed clinic tour is Fryte. Frtto^ach ^|^ 
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(509)493-4938. 7 ' ' 


OVERALL 100-METER STANumua (tup 

Mike Delehanty 51. 

Gorge Sails, Progressive Composites,Me 

Brad Duffy f°- 

North Sails, F2, Rainbow, Voigt Custom 

Ferris Hamilton 50. 

Gaastra. Hi-Tech, Fleetwood, True Ames 

Bob Camp 4y 

Seatrend, Northwave, Dynafiber, Chinoc 

Rob Mulder 48 

Roberts, Saltworks , 

Bruce Peterson 

Sailworks, Roberts, Fin Works 

DaveLuehrs 41 

North, ASD, Rainbow 

Joe Klein 41 

Hot Sails Maui 

Richard Sperling 4 

Neil Ptyde, Open Ocean 

Don Before 4 

Gorge Sails, Real Wind 

Bob Stewart 4 

WindWing Designs, ASD 


Meg Mackenzie 4 

hwind, Seatrend, Da Kine, 0 Neill 

irkRibkoff 4 

astra, Seatrend 

.Vinton Whiles < 

^TAHD, Sailworks 

p Wes Lapp ‘ 

' Carbon Creations, Northwave 

Rob Carter 

; North Sails, Rogue wave 


IMCO MEN 

1. Alf Imperato 

2. Nikos Kaklamanakis 

3. Murray McCaig 

4. Dan Kerckhoff 

5. Eric Nelson 
IMCO WOMEN 

1. Jayne Fenner 

2. Lanee Butler 

3. Edithe Trepanier 

4. Melissa Spoerke 

5. Robin Elyar 
OPEN 

1. Jim Buderus 

2. Dave Kashy 

3. Greg Zagorski 

4. Alan Cook 

5. Gabe Sanders 
SPORT 

1. Patrick Pinchera 
3. Chris Ellsworth 
3. Christian Hannig 
: ^ Enc Starmer 
Patrick Nugent 


University of Speed events 

SPEED TRIALS/CLINIC 8-Apr 

SPEED TRIALS/CLINIC 30-Apr. 

SPEED TRIALS/CLINIC 1-May; 

SPEED.TRIALS ,• . 8-May 
SPEED TRIALS/CLINIC 14-May 

SPEED TRIALS/CLINIC 28-May 
EVENING CLINIC, : . , 3-Jun . 

. SQUAMISH.BC . SPEEDTRIALS/CLINIC 11-JUB\ 

SAN LUIS RESERVOIR SPEEDTRIALS/CLINIC l8-3m 7 

. COLUMBIA GORGE SPEED TRIALS;. . 2-Jul 

COLUMBIA GORGE EVENIHGCUNIC 8-Jut;: ■ 

COLUMBIA GORGE SPEED TRIALS 9-Jul 

COLUMBIA GORGE - SPEED TRIALS i > • 16-Jul : 

COLUMBIA GORGE SPEED TRIALS .. , i; E9M&X 
LAWS SHOW SPEED TRIALS/CLINIC : 29-Jul 

COLUMBIA GORGE . SPEED TRIALS B-Aeg 

COLUMBIA GORGE SPEEDTRIALS ,13-Aug 

. COLUMBIA GORGE SPEEO TRULS . - u 20-Aug 

COLUMBIA GORGE SPEEDTRIALS . .> 27-Aug 


CORPUS CHRIST! 

SANFRANCISCO 

SANFRANCISCO 

TORONTO 

MADISON, Wl 

SANFRANCISCO 


Other 

SOUTH tEXAS SERIES . ■*&$!&& 

CONTACT SOUTHWIND INN (210) 943-34Vt 

HATTERASSERIES:\*WLrsTMPHci&MM 


WINDSURFING HATTERAS 

EAST COAST SPEED CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Mike Seifert 
Rob Peterson 
Tad Bonham 


CARIBBEAN SERIES, 
WESJtHDlESV/m 


Karen Ciotti 
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Lucy and Joe's Gorge 

You're Set Up On The Columbia River 

For the Gorge’s Waterfront Accommodation Call I 800 544-7011 


/[m, uwre* 


Don't spend your vacation 
looking over your shoulder. 


At Lucy and Joe's, the only people on the 
river are our guests (and a few lucky 
neighbors). That means you're not • 
spending your vacation watching out for 
Rad Ralph Sailor. Of course, we provide 
gear for travel but with all the rigged gear 
here, you don't have to go any further 
than your own backyard for the best 
uncrowded sailing in The Gorge. 


• ~ - 


































'❖VACATIONS 

Full range of prices, condo 
packages, North Shore 
y houses/cottages/rooms 

❖RENTAL EQUIPMENT 

SBM, NAISH, BIC, 
MISTRAL, GAASTRA, UP 

❖LESSONS / 

Learning can be fun! ^ 

Beginners WELCOME! 

❖PERSONAL SERVICE 


Sailboards 

? J 800-328-1 


(808) 575-9920 or FAX (808) 575-2826' 

Maui's Windsurfing Store • Est. 1980 
360 Papa Place #F 
Kahului, Maui, Hawaii96732_ 


Free information circle 24 on reader service card 



Call Vela now to save $ 100 on the most fun, 
personalized, first-class windsurfing/sports 
vacation you’ll ever experience. Enjoy an escorted 
tour of the Gorge and all-inclusive options: 

■ 7-nigtits deluxe accommodations at the Hood River Hotel 

■ 1st class equipment—Mistral, Neil Pryde and custom boards 

■ Daily escorted windsurfing tour of the best sites 

" M ,Vat f ° n [^ ater,essons/ § r °up seminars \ 

■ Mountain biking, rafting & other activities \X 

■ Breakfast, lunch & 4 dinners . . _ \\ 

Call 800-225-5443 for brochure -^ hw ^ cenlers ' 


Fire mtormalion circle 71 on reader service card 


Book by June 1 —Save $ 100! 

The Ultimate Gorge 


Events 



Three Classes, 

One Race 

“Attention, skippers! Welcome to the 
all-new racing format. Please pay particu¬ 
lar attention to the sailing instructions 
Make sure you know how many should be 
on the Outercourse and how many are on 
the Innercourse before you all decide to pile 
up on each other.”... 

Excuse my punmanship, but that state¬ 
ment brought a few grins to the skipper’s 
meeting at the Spring Splash ’94 Regatta 
in Fort Walton Beach, March 5-6. And 
geared with those instructions, more than 
100 sailors on 81 Lasers, catamarans and 
windsurfers headed for the start line: This 
regatta’s “all-new racing format” meant 
the three classes would sail the same race 
at the same time. 

The race was quite a challenge for the 
spring-fevered sailors because the three 
classes had such a broad range of hull 
speeds. 

Multihulls blasted around at 12 to 18 
knots, windsurfers pumped around 12 to 
15 knots, and the Lasers were heeling 
heavily on the beats and risking death 
rolls on their runs. 

The conditions could have made for a 
serious tango between racers if any ves¬ 
sels had made contact, but fortunately the 
only contact made between classes was 
during the raft-up between races to 
exchange BS or beer. Still, the chase crew 
did get some exercise by assisting the 
crew of two Laser de-mastings; one wind¬ 
surfer in distress with a leg trapped 
between her board and mast; and a multi¬ 
hull as the skipper drove his Nacra 6.0 in 
an end over pitch pole. (No one was seri¬ 
ously injured.) 

Half-time entertainment included 
Olympian windsurfer Mike Gebhardt and 
Laser sailor Bob Hodges swapping craft 
Hodges had the advantage because he 
also is a seasoned windsurfer, but Laser 
novice Gebi created a few new freestyle 
moves as he did a tiller-dip-with-main- 
sheet-wrapped-around-one-leg-roll-tack. 

Mike Gebhardt did get serious during 
the event and took first place in the IMCO 
class. He was followed by Kent Marinkovic, 
Randy Somnitz and Lanee Butler. Jason 
Stokes came in first in the open class, fol¬ 
lowed by Gregg Cattanach and Jack 
Stringfellow. Chris Ellsworth championed 
the sport fleet with Gene Mathis and Les 
Johnson behind him .—Jack Stringfellow 



cATMrir. aV NE 4 AND 5 ' 1994 WHERE: ATLANTIC CITY, NJ, OCEAN FRONT ON 
SATURDAY JUNE 4; LAKES BAY ON SUNDAY JUNE 5 EVENT: USWA DIRECT 

QUALIFIER, TUDOR MISTRAL POINTS. COURSE RACING, LONG DISTANCE, 
REESTYLE, SURF AND FLATWATER SLALOM (DEPENDING ON CONDITIONS). 

ENTRANCE FEES: FROM $15 TO $5 FOR 
OPEN/IMCO, SPORT AND NOVICE FLEETS 

AMENITIES: TWO BREAKFASTS, TWO LUNCHES, ONE DINNER, T-SHIRT. 
AWARDS WILL BE STYLISH TROPHIES. BEST VALUE IN WINDSURFING RACING 
INCLUDES: SAND SCULPTING, VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT, MUSCLE CAR 
EXHIBITION, JET SKI COMPETITION, OLDIES CONCERTS, KIDS’ BEACH ACTIVITIES, 

indicated program on prime sports channel—produced by acora. 

p OR DETAILS CALL JIM KARABASZ (610) 865-2629 


WORLD’S PLAYGROUND BFAru 

THE ATLANTIC cfy Clip 
WINDSURFING REGATTA 

SPONSORED BV ATLANTIC CTV O^O.flF, V™. !A 
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W/NDHI99EH MAW LTD 

RENTAL SPECIALISTS: NOVICE-PRO, NORTH SAILS, 

CUSTOM MAUI BOARDS, VACATION PACKAGES: 800-345-MAUI 

Free information circle 129 on reader service card 



SAIL 

HATTERAS 
AND STAY IN 
COMFORT. 

V 

• Free Continental Breakfast 

• Pool • Direct Phones • Refrigerators 

• Cable TV with HBO 

• Daily Maid Service 

• Packages & Mini-Efficiencies 
Available 

• AAA and AARP Discounts 

• Call Toll Free 1 - 800 - 432-1441 
or Call The Hotel Directly 

at »i9-M5-tioo. Buxton 

jUk F '“ « n 'om»ation circle 150 on reader service card 

4H# WlND SURF| NG 
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♦APRIL 30-MAY 1: Shred Fest- 
Kenosha, WI; 414-652-6994. 

♦APRIL 30-MAY 1: Tudor/Mislral 
Southeast Regionals; Fort Pierce, FL 
407-465-6727. 

♦APRIL 30-MAY 1: p eter 
Stuyvesant Windsurfing Show; Ocean 
City, MD; 410-723-1144. 

♦MAY 1: Cinco De Mayo; San Diego 
CA; 619-488-4642. 

♦MAY 1: Central Florida Champ¬ 
ionships; Daytona, FL; 904-756-7564 
♦MAY 5, 12, 19, 26: May Evening 
Series; Wakefield, MA; 508-667-3618. 
♦MAY 6-8: Buckroe Spring/Olympic 
Classes Regatta WET; Hampton 
Roads, VA; 804-988-1978. 

♦MAY 7: May Madness; Middlebury 
CN; 203-266-0794. 

♦MAY 7: Spring-Ratta, Pewaukee 
Lake, WI; 414-367-6623. 

♦MAY 7-8: Aussie Season Opener; 
Lake Fenton, MI; 313-629-3475. 

*MAY 7-8: Tudor/Mistral Inland 
Windsurfing Championships; Atlanta 
GA; 404-908-0348. 

*MAY 8: Spruce Run-Gatta; Clinton, 
NJ; 201-792-9620. 

♦MAY 13-15: Tudor/Mistral/CCCP 
& Windsurfing Show; Falmouth, MA; 
617-661-7702. 

♦MAY 13, 27: St. Francis Friday 
Race Series; San Francisco, CA; 
415-563-3262. 

♦MAY 14: Hurricane Regatta; St. 
Petersburg Beach, FL; 813-546-5080. 
♦MAY 14-15: H.Y.C. Spring Regatta; 
Tullahoma, TN; 615-455-0260. 

♦MAY 14-15: Mission Bay 
Windsurfing Festival; San Diego, CA; 
619-488-0651. 

♦MAY 14-15: The Regatta at Alum 
Creek; Columbus, OH; 614-895-7873. 
♦MAY 21: Rochester Canoe Club 
Regatta; Rochester, NY; 71&271-6945. 
MAY 21 : 14th Annual Whataburger 
Slalom Series; Corpus Christi, TX; 
512-881-9222. 

MAY 21-22: 1994 Full Sail Gorge 
Cup, Race #1; Columbia River Gorge; 
503-386-9225. 

♦MAY 21-22: Mad City Classic; 
Madison, WI; 608-251-4500. 

♦MAY 21-22: Material World, Ocean 
City, MD; 410-723-1144. 

♦MAY 21-22: Michigan States; St. 
Joe, MI; 313-885-0715. 

*MAY 21-22: Newport Fun Cupi 
Newport, Rl; 401-846-4421. 

*MAY 21-22: TK 101 Jam and Jibe 


Regatta; Pensacola, FL; 904-932-7873. 
♦MAY 22: Intergalactic Windsurfing 
Championships; Houston, TX; 
7 13-333-9199. 

mA Y 25-30: U.S. Open; Corpus 
Christi, TX; 512-884-1265. 

♦MAY 29: Indian River Crossing; 
Titusville, FL; 904-756-7564. 

♦MAY 29: Narragansett Bay 
Crossing; Wickford, RI; 401-295-8174. 
♦JUNE 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: June 
Evening Series; Wakefield, MA- 
508-667-3618. 

♦JUNE 4-5: Atlantic City Cup; 
Atlantic City, NJ; 610-865-2629. 

♦JUNE 4-5: Tudor/Mistral Toledo 
Windsurfing Championships; Toledo 
OH; 419-698-8437. 

♦JUNE 9-10: Nevada State 
Championships; Washoe Lake, NV- 
702-849-0771. 

♦JUNE 10-24: St. Francis Friday 
Race Series; San Francisco, CA- 
415-563-3262. 

♦JUNE 11 : Berkeley Island Classic; 
Berkeley Island, NJ; 201-792-9620. 
♦JUNE 11-12: B1C Windfest; Lake 
McConaughy, NV; 415-927-8835. 

♦JUNE 11-12: New England 
Championships/Saco Bay Crossing; 
Scarborough, ME; 207-775-6080. 

♦JUNE 11-12: Sierra Cup 
Invitational; Washoe Lake, NV; 
702-849-0771. 

♦JUNE 11-12: Texas City Funfest; 
Houston, TX; 713-333-9199. 

♦JUNE 11-12: Tudor/Mistral 
Midwest Regionals/Walleye Weekend; 
Fond du Lac, WI; 414-922-2550. 

♦JUNE 17-23: Nautica US Sailing 
Youth Championship 1994; Chicago, 1L; 
401-849-5200. 

JUNE 17-23: U.S. Women’s Open 
Championships; Rochester, NY; 
401-849-5200. 

♦JUNE 18-19: Force Five Nantucket 
Open; Nantucket, MA; 508-228-0700. 
*JUNE 18-19: Lorain Windsurfing 
Festival; Lorain, OH; 216-988-2115. 
‘JUNE 18-19: Windsurf Bay 
Challenge Race; San Francisco, CA; 
415-563-3262. 

‘JUNE 25: Peconic Bay Challenge 
Cup; New Suffolk, NY; 212-744-2000. 
JUNE 25: WET Warm Sea Breeze 
^nes #1; Hampton, VA; 804-988-1978. 
JUNE 25-26: Great Lakes Fun Cup; 
"averse City, MI; 616-938-9283. 

JUNE 25-26: HYC Annual Regatta; 
Houston, TX; 713-486-9421. 

Wics indicate USWA events; asterisks indicate 
Coll th W aM, /Mistral Windsurfing series events. 
e coniact number as dates can change. 


^ he Northshore of Maui ' 


he Northshore of Maui . 

receives sideshore tradewinds bof M o?™," 5 k° r - just t0 tr 7 out an y 
providing ideal conditions Test Center n S 3 Hi S h Wi "d 

ifrom which to sail Tho c- * . * or Neil Pryde, Gaastra 

unspoiled white sand beaches uXnfte^n' W |? d W i" 8 and UP ' ar » 

-i-i ~ unlimited number of sails will be 

made available to you, including 
wave, wave slalom/and cambered® 
NoriWi race ® ai s - From the pristine 

Haloalfai° re ? eaches t0 10,000 foot 
Haleakala volcano, from the tropical 

r 3 ,‘," fo J f est ; 1° ‘he numerous water- 

! S hl ? e no other P la « on 
Earth! Not only is Maui the best 

windsurfing location in the world, but 
combine this with championship golf 
dining, surfing, tennis, scuba, whale 
watching...and your vacation will be 
truly unforgettable. 


" * . , , uecu-nes 

Rpnrh p if «° r d famous Kanaha 
Beach Park offer warn water that many 

winsurfers have come to love. A barri¬ 
er reef 500 yards out provides flat 
water sailing at Kanaha Beach. Many 
sailors come to Maui to experience 
these ideal conditions found on several 
of our Northshore beaches. A wide 
variety of Northshore homes, cottages 
and rooms are available right on the 
beach! 

Maui s Southshore can very often pro- 
vide the windiest conditions on the 
island. Several ocean front condomini¬ 
ums are amongst the best launch sites. 
You can book your vacation through 
Hawaiian Island Windsurfing and sail 
several yards from your room. 

PROFESSIONAL STAFF 

The windsurfers that run Hawaiian 
Island Windsurfing are expert sailors. 
They are familiar with the particular 
equipment you may need as well as 
the prime launch sites and local weath¬ 
er patterns. They can get you to the 
right beach, with the right gear, at the 
right time. During your stay, feel free 
to contact the shop daily for our cur¬ 
rent recommendations. 

LESSONS FOR EVERYONE 

Our lesson director, A1 West, has pio¬ 
neered the most innovative methods 
for teaching windsurfing lessons thru 
his "Hi-Wind Certified" course. From 
beginner classes every morning, to 
advanced private sessions in the after¬ 
noon. Results are guaranteed! 


Staff member testing our rental gear. 

STATE-OF-THE-ART RENTAL FLEET 

BIC, Mistral, Naish Hawaii, Fanatic, 
Kinetic, and Copello are just a few of 
the 250 quality boards available to you. 
During your stay you are encouraged 
to exchange your board to suit chang- 


Paradise found on the Northshore. 

CUSTOM VACATION PACKAGES 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing cele¬ 
brates its 11th year of offering vaca¬ 
tion packages. We are the most expe¬ 
rienced in the business and have the 
highest quality accommodations 
available. South shore condos start at 
only $50.00 per night! In our new 
"Office Away from Home" a fax 
machine, computer and laser printer 
are available for your personal use. 
We also offer tax deductible vacations 
for doctors, lawyers and dentists 365 
days per year. Plan your windsurfing 
vacation with us and you'll be entered 
to win a BIC Sailboard! We'll also 
send you our "Insiders Guide to 
Smooth Sailing" and one of A1 West's 
"Hi-Wind Certified" Course manuals 
when you confirm your vacation 
plans with Hawaiian Island 
Windsurfing! So call us today. For 
more information write to: 

Hawaiian Island Windsurfing, 460 
Dairy Rd., Kahului, Maui, HI 96732. 

Fax 1-808-871-4624. 

Local phone 808-871-4981.Or 

1 - 800 - 231-6958 
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WINDSURFIN 


Bonaire 

Ha© Eemet 


Scuba & 
Snorke/ing 


The ONLY Resort at the 
Windsurfing area 




Red Pelican- 
gourmet dining 

Investment 

Opportunities 


Clinics for 
all levels 


Full Service 



Complete 
5-day school 


Instruction for Beainner 
through CarvedJibe 


Video Analysis 
& Radios 



ailboard 
chool 


as 


Fatty & Burr Hazen 

9125 U.S. 1 
Sebastian, FL 32958 
1-800-253-6573 • 407/589-2671 

Free information circle 69 on reader service card 


11 years of proven 
experience 

Old Florida Inn 

Small Groups 

Florida 


Experts agree, Learning to 

Windsurf is easy in Maui 


Custom Equipment 
Lesson Packages 



No Risk Advance 
Booking Saves Money 


One call to Windsurfing West 
and your equipment and lesson 
needs are solved. We help select 
aijd find the equipment you 
want for your Maui visit. The 
equipment is guaranteed to be 
what you ordered and in 
excellent condition. Our custom 
packages include your equipment 
choices and a lesson coupon 
book which can be shared by the 
whole family or group. We are 
the laigest and oldest 
independent windsurfing school 
on Maui. Our full time 
professional instructors get 
results. Maximum water time 
and minimum beach clinics 
allow us to guarantee our lessons 
or your money back. 


Pick your package and reserve at 
least 14 days in advance for 
maximum savings. Three day 
packages start at only $199. 

Options include hotel-condo pick 
up and beach delivery. Call 
800-358-2377 for more information 
and a FreeWindsurfing Is Easy" 
guide. This helpful book is packed 
with beach maps, lesson and 
equipment tips and more. 

"...I have taken windsurfing lessons from 
some of the best pros in the world.. .some 
l jy fn 9 in Maui and others living at the 
Gorge...Prior to arriving in Hawaii I had just 
taken a five day clinic at the Gorge. 1 had 
lessons, but the lesson i received from AJ 
West was better..the best 1 have had 
anywhere in the last five years." 

(ZlrAU, toScbff Doctor, SuttL, Vi. 

\JUM97 MAU(- 


397 Dairy Road, Kahului. Hi. 96732 


Free information circle 216 on reader service card 


800 - 358-2377 

808-871-8733 Fax 808^72-2764, 




tsV& c0 

PRODUCT REVIEWS 
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NAME □ MR □ MS _ ' 1 yy ^ 

ADDRESS 


0594 


STATE 





ZIP 

. i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

. 26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

• 51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

• 76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

* 101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

* 126 

127 

126 

129 

130 

131 

132 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

176 

177 

176 

179 

180 

181 

182 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

226 

227 

228 

229 

230 

231 

232 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

278 

277 

278 

279 

280 

281 

282 

301 

302 

303 

304 

305 

306 

307 

326 

327 

328 

329 

330 

331 

332 

351 

352 

353 

354 

355 

356 

357 

376 

377 

378 

379 

380 

361 

382 


115 



. CITY, 

, PHONE L 

16 S 17 

<1 42 

66 67 

91 92 

11« 117 

140 141 142 

165 166 187 

190 191 192 

215 216 217 

240 241 242 

265 266 267 

290 291 292 

315 316 317 

340 341 342 

365 366 367 

390 391 


392 


18 19 20 

43 44 45 

68 63 70 

93 94 95 

118 119 120 

143 144 145 

168 169 170 

193 194 195 

218 219 220 

243 244 245 

268 269 270 

293 294 295 

318 319 320 

343 3a 345 
368 369 370 

393 394 395 


«« W 3S5 « 397 338 399 <og 


SUBSCRIBE 


□ YES! SEND ME 1 YEAR (8 ISSUES) FOR JUST $14 97 
^ □ RENEW MY SUBSCRIPTION FOR 1 YEAR 

Rondo resdetfs, 6% soles tax v3 be odded toyexs invwe. tanwfod nfcaiptxw. S20 «3 bt edded for posteje. BR4ERA 


READER SERVICE CARD • MAIL BEFORE AUGUST 31,1994 


0594 


NAME □ MR □ MS . 


ADDRESS . 


CITY, 


STATE 




ZIP 








PHONE f 


1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

16 

19 

20 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

38 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

81 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

87 

68 

69 

70 

78 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

63 

84 

85 

66 

87 

88 

69 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

108 

107 

106 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

115 

118 

117 

118 

119 

120 

128 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

138 

137 

138 

139 

140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

158 

157 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

183 

164 

165 

168 

167 

163 

169 

170 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

188 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194 

195 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

211 

212 

213 

214 

215 

218 

217 

218 

219 

220 

226 

227 

228 

229 

230 

231 

232 

233 

234 

235 

238 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

245 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 

259 

280 

281 

262 

263 

264 

265 

268 

287 

268 

269 

270 

278 

277 

278 

279 

280 

281 

282 

283 

284 

285 

288 

287 

288 

289 

290 

291 

292 

293 

294 

295 

301 

302 

303 

304 

305 

306 

307 

308 

309 

310 

311 

312 

313 

314 

315 

316 

317 

318 

319 

320 

328 

327 

328 

329 

330 

331 

332 

333 

334 

335 

336 

337 

338 

339 

340 

341 

342 

343 

344 

345 

351 

352 

353 

354 

355 

356 

357 

358 

359 

360 

361 

382 

363 

364 

365 

366 

367 

368 

363 

370 

376 

377 

378 

379 

360 

381 

382 

383 

384 

385 

386 

387 

368 

389 

390 

391 

392 

333 

394 

395 



TO HELP US SERVE YOU BITTER, PLEASE ANSWER ALL OP THE FOUOWlNOi [1] Where did you buy tnis copy of 
Windsurfing? 01 □ Subscription 02 □ Windsurfing shop 03 □ Received through special offer 04 □ Newsstand 05 □ Someone elsa’s copy 
[2] Are you planning to buy any windsurfing equipment in the next 12 months? 06 C Yes 07 □ No [3] If yes, how much will you probably spend? 
08 □ Less than $300 09DS301-S500 10D$501 -51000 11DS1001 -51500 12DOverS1500 [4] Are you planning to taka a vacation 

within the next 12 months? 13 □ Yes 14DNo [5J If yes. where will you most likely vacation? 150 Domestic 16D0rtveabta destination 
17 □ Caribbean 18 □ Hawaii 19 □ Baja 


SUBSCRIBE 


□ YES! SEND ME 1 YEAR (8 ISSUES) FOR JUST $14.97 

□ RENEW MY SUBSCRIPTION FOR 1 YEAR 

FVxidareidenb I 6%Ml«taxwlUoddedto^iBwa.tatanM 
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BED fr BREflHFflST 

OTDPPT TMM no _ _ 


STATE STREET inn B&B. Downtown 
H ood River. 6th year, Gorge views, equip¬ 
ment storage, full breakfast with wind 
reports. Low rates. 503-386-1899. 


GORGE VACATIONS Inj • 

equipment rental. Weekly ^ 

Columbia WindriH. r ° mUy rates - 
Oregon. 800-635-0051* ^ ThS DaUeS ' 




At WEST AND WINDSURFING WEST 
LESSONS. The world's state-of-the-art 


school, the best equipment, lesson pack¬ 
ages in Maui. Free book. 1-800-358-2377 
or 808-871-8733. 


I CAMP SURF THE GORGE. The absolute 
; best and easiest way to visit the Gorge!!! 
i All-inclusive vacations accessing the entire 
j 60 ‘ mile corridor with Ezzy sails, Fiberspar 
j ngs, Seatrend and Windance boards River- 
! front lod qi n 9 in Hood River, great meals 
j intensive instruction with video analysis, 
white-water rafting, mountain biking, and 
much morel!! Call now for pre-season 
booking discounts. 800-927-3768 or 503- 
386-9090. 



DUKE OF NUKE INC. The ultimate wind¬ 
surfing clinic, with Pat Dougherty and Jane 
Parker. Personalized instruction, daily video 
and guaranteed success during week-long 
adventures in the Gorge. 503-386-6500. 


NEVIN SAYRE PERFORMANCE CLINIC. 

New England Windsurfing Academy. June 
4-5, 1994. Old Silver Beach, Falmouth, MA. 
On-land simulation, on-water practice 
waterstarts. 508-540-8106. 


MAUI HI-WIND Yr 

INSTRUCTION Mmn 

warsr 



l 7D*y R^JUnAiHI,W.2? 

^RFORMANCE CLINICS by Tinho 
ornellas — USS Master Instructor, 1993 
p U dor/Mistral Master's champion. 
p erform ance I, Performance Racing and 
p®rf°nnance Short board clinics — Beginner 
and vacation packages. For info, call 
° r SUSiQ at ^W^CALEMA (1-800422- 
BOap 111 Plorida - 407-453-3223. CALEMA 
^‘pDSAILlNG, 2755 N. Banana River Dr., 
Islaild . FL 32953 (Cocoa Beach area). 


P»IV«r o' 0 ' WR N,GHT * 22S Mon ™ 

JlTJL w "* FR0M $29 '* 39 PER 

New 1994 Windsurfing Renwis from $30 
Daily Beach Shuttles 
Indoor Gymnasium with Basketmu, 
Volleyball, Weight Room & rock Wau 
Your Gorge One-Stop Fun CenterI 


SCHOOL INN 


PU*U KOA RENTALS MAUI, HAWAII. 

Five minutes from Hookipa. All you need 
in a vacation hideaway. Nightly or month¬ 
ly rates. Excellent value. Reservations M- 
F, 10-1 Hawaiian time: 800-377-3284. 


THE PERCH. Spectacular views of the 
Gorge and Mt. Hood from luxury 3-4 
bedroom home/studio. On-the-bluff in 
White Salmon! Hot tub/deck! 503-297- 
5061. 


THE PERFECT MAUI COTTAGE located 
in the cool quiet upcountry 15 minutes to 
beaches. Golf, hiking, running, views, 
jacuzzi. 800-358-2377. 


SILVER SANDS MOTEL. Pool, ocean, 
beach at Nags Head. 3 minutes to 
Roanoke Sound. $24 for 2, Spring-Fall. 
Call Kay, 919-441-7354. 


SURF MOTEL. Rooms, efficiencies, cable 
TV. Newly refurbished compliments of 
Hurricane Emily. Five minutes from 
Canadian Hole. Old Lighthouse Rd., PO Box 
400 Buxton, NC 27920. 919-995-5785. 


REHTRL PROPERTY 


AWESOME RIVER VIEW from ' Twisted 
Oaks," located in Mosier, five minutes 
east of Hood River. Three bedrooms, all 
appliances, TV, VCR, etc. Two-car 
garage. $450/week, May and October, 




BMWIFUL ESTATE LOTS alongside the 

Columh p offering spectacular 
im !f Rlver and Gorge views. Fully 
prove , ready to build, minutes to sail¬ 
board launch, skiing, kayaking, bicycling and 

$4?5MT te u t ° HOOdRiVer - “-tan 

*47,500. RiverVLew Estates 800-242-0554. 


HOOD river in AUGUST, beautiful 3br, 
ba Victonan, river view, equipment stor- 
age, walk downtown. 505-986-0501. 


SHOPS & SCHOOLS 


HEAVY AIR GORGE. Waterfront guest¬ 
house. Rigged performance gear, moun¬ 
tain bikes, video/radar sessions, chase 
boat, hot tub. For serious windsurfing 
vacations call Lucy or Joe Field: 800-544- 
7211 or 503-298-1513. 


HIFOMI 

CAPTAIN KIRK'S. THE shop for South 
California and Cabrillo Beach. Beam on 
over and enjoy the best service, friendliest 
advice and newest 1994 demo/rental gear. 
Lessons and video clinics throughout the 
season. "Shred long and prosper." 310- 
833-3397. 


miEcncm 

CANDLEWOOD EAST SAILING C ENTER . 

204 Candlewood Lake Rd., Brookfield CT 
06804. 203-775-2253. Lessons, demos, 
sales, service, new and used equipment. 


BANANA RIVER WINDSURFING 
RESORT. Homestyle resort offering 
access to flat water and ocean waves. 
Expert instruction including all levels — 
beginner to Olympian. Close access to 
Disney and NASA attractions guarantees 
a positive experience for entire family. 
Cocoa Beach, FL. 407-784-0166 or fax: 
407-783-6135 


OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING. Two 

locations: Sarasota, FL 813-364-9463 and 
Port Charlotte, FL 813-743-4448. Mistral, 
BIC, ocean kayaks. Lessons, rentals, 
kayak tours, bikes, surfskis. 


RASTABOARD SURF & SAIL, 4748 N.E. 
11th Ave., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334. 
Custom board factory/showroom. 
Sailboards, surfboards, snowboards, & 
accessories. New & used. North/F2/Da 
Kine. Call Skip: 305-491-7992. 


ROGUE WAVE WINDSURFING. Primo 
selection of new and used gear. New rental 
fleet for 1994: Mistral, BIC, Fiberspar, and 
more! Call for free shop sticker and newslet¬ 
ter. 904-243-1962. 171 Brooks Street, Ft. 
Walton Beach, FL 32548. 


WIND 
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CALL AECC STOCTS: 415-927-883 

..vo.v«,«_, 011 , TO n _X DA ^NE 


W all t A , bilil X Lerels • State of the Art 

Jwnping ♦ Advonced Techniqu es'* QownwUindh»T>A^wnin^lioitth^|j^ ♦ 

March 4-6 Soufh Padre, TX DATES & LOCATIONS_ - _ 

March ] 1 - I T TV .. 1ft A.. >f 7 n- \f . 


!. March 4-6 

2 March 71-13 

3 March 18-20 

4. April 1-3 

5. April 8-10 

6 April 15-17 

7 April 22-24 

8 April 29-1 

9 May 5-7 

10 Moy 20-22 


Soufh Padre, TX 
Houston, TX 
Ft Walfon Beach, FL 
Nags Head, NC 
Nags Head, NC 
Avon, NC 
Ocean Cify, MD 
Baltimore, MD 
Dewey Beach, DE 
Falmouth, MA 


11 June 3-5 

11 a June 10-12 

12 June 17-19 
13. June 23-26 
13.a July 1-4 

14 July 7-10 

15 July 15-17 
16. July 21-24 
17 July 28-31 


Traverse City, Ml 
Chicago. IL 
San Luis Res. CA 
Rio Vista, CA 
Rio Vista, CA 
Rio Vista, CA 
Long Beach, CA 
Rio Vista, CA 
Rio Vista, CA 


18. August 4-7 

19. August 12-14 

20. August 18-21 

21. August 25-28 


Rio Vista, CA 
San Francisco, CA 
Rio Vista, CA 
Rio Vista, CA 


22. September 8-10 Lake McConaughy 

23. September 16-18 Brant Beach, NJ 

24. September 23-25 Ocean City, MD 

25. September 30-2 Dewey Beach, DE 

26. October 14-16 Avon, NC 

27 October 21-23 Nags Head, NC 


is 


R ® S l*P*| [ (j s 





SAILING 


RENTALS & LESSONS 

•Windsurfers • Hoble Cats • 36* Catamaran Rides 

• Wind Surf Shop • Boards, Sails & Accessories 

• Bare Boat Charters • Kayaking and Hydrobikes 

305-664-9494 

MM 84.5 at Holiday Isle Resort, fslamorada, Florida Kevs 


SANDY POINT PROGRESSIVE SPORTS, 

3109 South Ridgewood, South Daytona, FL 
32119. Full-service windsurfing, kayaking’ in¬ 
line skating, and Hobie Cat shop. Complete 
selection of all major brands including Mistral, 
A BIC, Seatrend, Pro-Tech, and Fanatic. We 
nave hundreds of boards and sails, new and 
used. Largest selection in Florida. Lessons, 
Antals and expert board and sail repair. Call 
0r drop by to see our new waterfront shop 
with our same low prices. 

Open seven days. 


904-756-7564. 



featuring BIC. Seatrend. Pro-Tech M a .,n 

can accommodate yo^ne^ds^Stoo h WS 
give us a call at 407-334-6722. ' by " 


^ • 5pz7>? 

WINDSURFING-KAYAKS4NLINES 

o EALER:M,STR AL’BIC- NORTH- N0LPRYDE 
-EZZY-F1BERSPAR-W S.HAWAII-OCEAN KAYAK 

ORIVeVwAYREWALS.wPrTANYSo(^*** 

c!^or F ^ T ^ RM0 ^^ 

222 NO FEDER AL HWY. DANtA. FL 33004 


I )2f£^? W,DE INFORMATION LINES: U S~ 
FAX (305) 921 *5803 WIND- 
i^^ G ' 0CEAN KAYAKS — INLINE 
SKATES AND MORE. SOUTH FLORIDA 9 
^ATERSPQRTS SOURCE s 


SAILBOARDS MIAMI. Rickenbacker 
Causeway, Key Biscayne. Offering rentals 
and lessons from beginner to expert. 
Located on windsurfer beach. Always 
open! 305-361-7245. 

SPLASHDANCE. In Niceville. Northwest - 
Florida's largest shop. We sell highest- 
quality imported masts, booms, kayaks 
Affordable. 904-678-1637. 


jmsmiGpuciwmjjp 

Accessories • toons (all levels) • ftSf itari 
Also. Hobie Cats • Sunfish kayaks 

PIUS MUCH MORII 

.. af id wholesale prices. 

82? n ° s y ia|, zam°s en exporter al Caribe. 
flE e " ra - L' ame a nueslro n'umero 
800 para precios de exportacio'n y mayorislas. 

CALL TOLL FREE' 1-800-841-1225 

A anm < ?-? 61 u 9463 INS, °E FLORIDA: (305)361-1225 
_ 3501 Rickenbacker Cswy., Key Biscayne, FL 33149 


HI-TECH KAHULUI. Large rental fleet fea¬ 
turing made-for-Maui Hi-Tech production 
epoxy and Hi-Tech custom boards; 1994 
Neil Pryde. Ezzy, North, and Simmer sails- 
Neil Pryde and Fiberspar carbon masts. 
Home of Alan Cadiz's HST Windsurfing 
school. 444 Hana Hwy.. Kahuiui. HI 96732. 
808-877-2111, fax: 808-871-6943. 

Accommodations, rental car 800-736-6284. 


[Maui is fantastic... “1 

. a place to improve your skills 110% I 

■ advantage of Maui's warn water, steady I 
I winds, and Hawaiian Island Windsurfing's | 
| extremely weU-siocked 1994 rental fleet Use I 

| our 11 years of Maui experience and aloha to 

help arrange air, car, condo/cooage, windsurf- I 
| mg gear, and lessons. 1 

| /TV Call us anytime: 

j 800*231-4958 

i Hawaiian Island Windsurf ing 
| 460 Dairy Rd, Kahuiui, Maui, HI 96732 

L_ load808-87 M981_/_FAX808-87M624 _! 




^ACKLE SHACK WINDSURFING. Best 
tt^V' ^ ma]or brands, 1000 wetsuits in 
llNrre. S6e display ad this issue. NEVER 
8nn r. S0LD - 813-546-5080. In Florida: 
<1 «0-537-6099. 

J^OSUrfujq TREASURE COAST. 2659 

^tid Hwy- ' Jensen Beach ' ^ 32957. 
I a s best-kept secret. Full-service shop 


Beginners Love Maui 

"•" Wc J d you and our Jhitructor, 

B P f ?y w,n 9 excellent beginning 

windsurfing Instruction, ftt so m e t i ng rve 
f ? r a tfme - M y Patient 
Indulgent wife Joyce...wax more than a little 
Jkept#ca/...l was guardedly optimistic, but at 
the advanced age of 46, tried not to expect 
to rruch...we did It.jtood up, sailed and got 
back to the beach. I only wish we had called 
when we first arrived In Maut.Jbyce took 
my hand and sak#, "Lets self everything, buy 
a windsurfer and live on the beach."...Thanks 
again for the magic. We*W see you again 
next January.’ tUi Dml Ci 


wmzr 

<-000*350-3377 

•oaaytayM, vn fed BsSa+L hi hjb Fm m mflaaj 


Packages suit it $49 
Guaranteed to Sail out 
and bade to the beadi 


MM Pr.T P “ 3 * ! W,h 

(«84)o,80; B °,."a“ V,: 8 °°- 345 ' MAra 

SECOND WIND SAIL & SURF - Maui 

stopby^ dSUrf? ThSn 9176 US a ca U 
CIo 7 because we’re here to help you I 

STET fa f ties t0 Kanaha *2 

877-SHOP S f HUlUi ' 10 96732 ' 808 - 
SHOP (7467) or fax: 808-877-0091. 


MISTRAL HIGH WIND CENTER AND 
SCHOOL. Where you want to bel Novice, 
pro. NoLimitz, Fiberspar, Waddell, Airfoil, 


WINDWARD SPORTS. 3317 N Clark 
Chicago. IL 60857. 312-472-6868. Stm 
your fnend after all these years. Race or 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Co^ E fn ILB ° ARDS - SinCe 1984 - Cape 

Cods full-service shop. New and used 
boards, accessories, wetsuits. Repairs 
Falmouth, 508-540-8800. 

force 5 WATERSPORTS. 37 Main St. 
Nantucket, MA 02554. 508-228-0700. 
Certified windsurfing school. Equipment, 
accessories, clothing for action. Cool runnings’ 

NEW ENGLAND WINDSURFING ACADE- 

MY. Old Silver Beach, Falmouth, MA. 
Lessons, rentals, clinics. Award-winning 
programs for kids to adults, novice to pro 
508-540-8106. W 

MICHIGAN 

MAMN' WAVES SURF SHOP. BIC, Mistral. 
Seatrend, Gaastra, Rushwind, O'Neill. 
Sales, rentals, lessons. 5415 U.S. 31 North, 
Acme, MI 49610. Three miles north of 
Traverse City. 616-938-WAVE. 

NEHHRMPSHIAE 

NH HOBIE/WINDSURF. Nation's largest 
Sailworks dealer, Mistral, BIC, Neil Pryde, 
Fiberspar, O'Neill, True Ames! 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Chinook, Da Kine, NO 
SALES TAX. 45 minutes from Boston. We 
ship daily. 603-474-3661. 

WINNI SAILBOARDERS SCHOOL AND 
OUTLET. Call/write for prices. 687 Union 
Ave., Laconia, NH 03246, 603-528-4110. 

lEHJEHSEV 

ISLAND SURF & SAIL. Long Beach Island's 
unbeatable sailing conditions combined 
with the best selection of all top name 
brands of equipment, Performance Rentals, 
Professional Repairs, and World-class 
Instruction! Don't miss us! 609-494-5553. 
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TURN YOUR JIBE IMTOA 


POWER 


A NEW VIDEO FROM ROB MASTERS & CORT LARNED 
CALL 1-800-831-SURF 


PHOTO BY: DARRELL JONES 


£ r- 


° r - ° ne ' d °/ "T"?"! cl,mc and l om P your season. Cort shows how you can improve your 
techni q ue and provides msights into equipmenMrends. And you can even demo Seatrend boards and Gaastra sails. You will learn so 
much in one day that you will want to take part in one of his three-and five-day clinics. See schedule below for details. 


May 7 Day Clinic 
Island Surf & Sail 
Brant Beach, NJ 
609-494-5553 
Terry Deakine 

May 8 Day Clinic 
Specialty Sports 
Pompton Plains, NJ 
201-831-1844 
Bill Yago 


May 13-15 
Can-Am New England 
Windsurfing Show 
Buzzard’s Bay, MA 
617-661-7702 
Jim DeSilva 

May 18 Night Clinic 
South Winds 
McMurray, PA 
412-942-3123 
Doug Stone 


May 21 Day Clinic 
North Coast Windsurfing 
Vermilion, OH 
216-967-3493 
Alan 

May 22 Day Clinic 
Surfs Up 
Keego Harbor, Ml 
313-681-9100 
Terry, Kirt 


May 28 Day Clinic 
Windward Sports 
Chicago, !L 
312-472-6868 
Jackie 

June 4 - 5 2-Day Clinic 
Sports Ltd. 

Woodland Hills, Ca 
818-225-7669 
Doug Coger 


June 8 Night Clinic 
U.P. Sports of Newport 
Newport Beach, CA 
714-631-4108 
Allen 

June 10-12 3-Day Clinic 
Any Mountain 
Cupertino, CA 
415-255-6466 
John Coughney 


June 13-17 5-Day Clinic 
Hood River Windsurfing 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-5787 
Doug Campbell 

June 24-26 3-Day Clinic 
Windsurf Warehouse 
South San Francisco, CA 
800-628-4599 
Allan/Chris 


itmlssl 

surfing OFF-THE-WALL .^ 
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NEW VOflH 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS. 8388 Elmer 
Hill Rd.. Rome. NY. 13440. 315 - 339 . 
1280 . BIC, Seatrend. Body Glove 
Fiberspar, Pryde.Sailworks, Gaastra 
NoLimitz, Rainbow, etc. Low. low prices 
! ^d we ship! 

ISLAND WINDSURFING. New York's 
oldest and finest shop conveniently locat¬ 
ed in Manhattan. 1623 York Ave., NYC 
10028 . 212-744-2000. One of the largest 
selections on the East Coast. We ship 
worldwide. Major brands stocked. Two 
certified Mistral schools on Long Island 
Southampton, 516-283-1198; New 
Suffolk. 516-734-7834. For 

equipment/reservations call 212 - 744-2000 
or 800-368-1799. 


ISLAND RIGS. Sales, lessons, rentals, 
demos, access at our full-service shop on 
Bogue Sound. BIC, F2. Mistral, North and 
more. 919-247-7787. PO Box 4774 , 
Emerald Isle, NC 28594. 

NORTH BEACH SAILING AND OUTFIT¬ 
TERS features the Outer Bank's finest 
and most complete watersports center. 
We offer parasailing, waverunner rentals, 
guaranteed windsurfing and catamaran 
lessons, and more. Check out our expand¬ 
ed Duck, North Carolina, shop for the 
hottest in outdoor fashions, equipment 
and accessories. Managers, instructors 
and retail help needed for '94 season. 
Contact Bill Miles: 919-261-6262. PO Box 
8279, Duck, NC 27949. 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD. The 

j most comprehensive school and rental 
program on the East Coast. Mistral and 
BIC test center. Complete line of '93 
Mistrals in rental fleet. Ask about our des¬ 
tination packages. 803-686-6996. 

PE1SVLVB1 

TIDE WINDSURFING. Route 309 8 c 
! Boute 463, Montgomeryville, PA 18936. 

| 80 °-3-EBBTIDE or 215-368-9095. 

JjjARSH CREEK SAILBOARD SHOP. 

j Jr 18 * 1 Creek State Park, Downington, PA 
! ^ On the water. Sales, lessons, 
ei ttals, repairs, clinics. Large selection of 
^ipment and accessories. Mistral, BIC, 
0 rt h, Windwing, Nautix, Gulftech, and 
^ re - 215-458-5040. 

L SOUTH CRROLINH 

^ & SKI CONNECTION. Myrtle Beach's 


L 


full-service sailboard shop. Mistral Bir 
Seatrend, North. Gaastra, etc. Sales s£ 
vice, lessons. 800 - 868 - 7245 . ’ 

TEXAS 

78704-102^" Sales Austin - Tx 

• Sales, lessons, service con- 

339 N 5 D 224 R W INC 'n° N THE BAY ‘ B °* 

3395 224 West Carolyn, South Padre 

Island, TX 78597. 800-880-JIBE, 210-761- 
434 . BIG TEST CENTER. On-site rental 
and launching. BIC. Seatrend. 
Wmdsurfing Hawaii at competitive prices. 
We 11 ship anywhere. Packages and lodg- 
mg available. a 

WINDSURF THE BOATYARD. Phone: 
210-761-5061. 212 W. Dolphin, S. Padre 
Island. TX 78597. First on South Padre. 
Since 1976. Full-service on-site launching. 
BIC & Seatrend. Rentals. Hourly, daily, 
weekly packages. Lodging, sales, lessons, 
beginner to advanced. 

WINDSURFING HUT. 10714 S.P.I.D., 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418. 512-939-7685 
800-381-9611. BIC, F2, Pro-Tech, Gaastra, 
Neil Pryde, North, Tiga. Consignments, 
rentals. 

WORLDWINDS. Corpus Christi. Rentals 
and lessons on-site at Bird Island Basin. 
Great flatwater sailing, excellent equip¬ 
ment. Call for brochure: 512-949-7472 or 
800-793-7471. 


BC V8N1B9. Phone: 
Fax: 604-658-8146. 


604-658-8171, 


US VIRGIN ISLANDS 

CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas, USVI 00806. St. 
Thomas's windsurfing center. WIA-certi- 
fied school. BIC center; Point Pleasant 
Resort. Hourly, daily, weekly rentals. Full 
shop — all major brands. Ocean kayaks. 
Yacht/hotel packages. Phone/fax: 809- 
776-3486. 

TRADEWINDSURFING. Box 4230, 
C'sted, St. Croix, USVI 00822. 809-773- 
7060. St. Croix’s most comprehensive 
water sports center. Hassle free rentals — 
all sails rigged. Also: snorkeling, wave 
runners, parasailing. 


ROGUE WAVE CUSTOM. Specializing in 

H ! T nCe equipment & custom 
boards by Lee Brittain. Free info pack- 
age and newsletter. 1214 River Road 
East, Wasaga Beach, Ontario. L0L2P0 
Phone: 705-361-1221, Fax: 705-361- 

WIND PROMOTIONS. Mistral. North. Da 
Kme, Bare. Tiga, HiFly and new for ' 94 : F 2 
Body Glove, Visual Speed. Canada's 
biggest Mistral/North dealer. Huge stock 
year-round with expert advice. Call for cat¬ 
alog: 800-665-WIND, 416-694-WIND 2493 
Queen St. E., Toronto. 

CARIBBEAN 

CARIB BIC CENTER. Cabarete. 
Dominican Republic. World Champions 
Anders Bringdal, Thorkil Kristensen and 
Robert Teriitehau claim it's the most fun 
and exciting windsurfing in the 
Caribbean. Read about us in Windsurfing 
Magazine August '92. Since then it got 
even better. 800-635-1155 or direct fax- 
809-586-9529. 

CAYMAN WINDSURF. Box 866 GT. 

Grand Cayman, BWI. For accommodations 
call 809-947-7492. Fax: 809-947-6763. 
See our ad in this issue. 

SAILBOARDS CARIBBEAN. Since 1984, 
the islands' foremost windsurfing opera¬ 
tion, located in the middle of 7-Mile 
Beach. Certified school, Mistral, Gaastra, 
Fiberspar, Windsurfing Hawaii, the best 
gear on the island. New for '94, Ocean 
Kayaks, Rentals & Sales. Contact us at 
PO Box 30246, Grand Cayman, BWI. 
Phone: 809-949-1068, Fax: 809-949- 
1068*. 


I 


OCEAN WIND BOARDSAILING. 

Canada’s west-coast windsurfing con¬ 
nection. Providing rentals and lessons 
at Nitnat Lake (High Wind center). 
Retail & rental of major windsurfing 
brands. 5411 Hamsterly Rd., Victoria, 





' 



VISIT THE BEAUTIFUL Greek island of 
Karapathos and windsurf at Owe 
Highwind Center. 1994 Fanatic — A.R.T. 
equipment, Canadian-owned. For informa¬ 
tion contact: Wet Windsurfing Tours. 
Germany, 49-89-725-5095. 


WINDSURFING DEL CARIBE. We have 
the easiest vacation package in the mar¬ 
ket. Located in Puerto Rico, we offer you a 
rental location right on the beach. 
Apartment rentals and excellent condi¬ 
tions. For information, 809-728-7526 or 
809-728-8393. 









































WHERE TO FIND WindSurfing 
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I w addition to being distributed nationally by B . Dalton, Barnes & 
Nobles Superstores, Bookstop and Waldenbooks, WindSurfing 
Magazine is available in the U.S., Canada and Caribbean at 
these watersports shops and ?iewsstands . 


ALABAMA 

Duck’s Surf N Sport 
Gulf Shores, AL 
205-948-4000 

ARIZONA 

Xtreme Sports 
Tempe, A2 
602-966-2556 
Sailboards & More 
Tucson, AZ 
602-299-6349 

CALIFORNIA 

Windsurf Diablo 
Antioch, CA 
510-778-6350 
Sailboats of Bakersfield 
Bakersfield, CA 
805-322-9178 
Berkeley Windsurfing and 
Snowboards 
Berkeley, CA 
510-527-9283 
Advanced Surf Designs 
Burlingame, CA 
415-348-8485 
Any Mountain 
Cupertino, CA 
408-255-6162 
Free Flight Sports 
Grass Valley, CA 
916-272-7790 
Spinnaker Sailing 
Mountain View, CA 
415-965-7474 
UP Sports Newport 
Beach 

Newport Beach, CA 
714-631-4108 
Sheldon Sails 
Rancho Cordova, CA 
916-631-8204 
Windcraft Sailboard 
Center 
Rio Vista, CA 
916-777-7067 
Pacific Wind Design 
San Diego, CA 
619-272-3275 
San Diego Watersports 
San Diego, CA 
619-225-9455 
Windsport 
San Diego, CA 
619-488-4642 
Wharfside News 
San Francisco, CA 
415-292-4300 
Helm of Sun Valley 
San Mateo, CA 
415-344-2711 
Captain Kirk’s 
Windsurfing 
San Pedro, CA 
310-833-3397 
San Pedro Sailboards 
San Pedro, CA 
310-833-3397 
Windsports 
San Rafael, CA 
415-681-2599 
Sundance Ocean Sports 
Santa Barbara, CA 
805-966-2474 

W I N D S U 


Haut Sailboard 
Santa Cruz, CA 
408-426-7874 
Sausalito Sailboards 
Sausalito, CA 
415-331-9463 
Windsurf Warehouse 
South San Francisco, CA 
415-588-1714 
Bruce Jones Sailboards 
Sunset Beach, CA 
714-840-6500 
West Marine Products 
Watsonville, CA 
408-728-2700 

COLORADO 

Advanced Windsurfing 
Denver, CO 
303-755-9655 
Larson's Ski & Sport 
Wheatridge, CO 
303-423-0654 

CONNECTICUT 

Action Sports 
Branford, CT 
203-488-5516 
Candlewood East 
Brookfield, CT 
203-775-2253 
Outdoor Sports Center 
Wilton, CT 
203-762-8324 

FLORIDA 

Advanced Aquatics 
Clearwater, FL 
813-573-3483 
Waterplay 
Coconut Grove, FL 
305-860-0888 
Dania News & Books 
Dania, FL 
305-923-0668 
Obsession Water Sports 
Dania, FL 
305-921-5802 
High Tide Surf Shop 
Fort Myers Beach, FL 
813-561-2230 
Rogue Wave Sailboard 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 
904-243-1962 
Windsurfing Madness Inc. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
305-525-9463 
Sailors’ Warehouse 
Gainesville, FL 
904-373-7596 
Wave Zone 
Holmes Beach, FL 
813-778-9283 
Calvert Sailing 
Islamorada, FL 
305-664-9494 
Windsurfing Treasure 
Coast 

Jensen Beach, FL 
407-334-6722 

R F I N G 


Sailboards Miami 
Key Biscayne, FL 
305-361-7245 
Calema Boardsailing 
Merritt Island, FL 
407-453-3223 
Blue Water Marine 
Miami, FL 
305-858-0474 
Upwind Surfing 
Miami, FL 
305-374-5321 
Aqua East Surf Shop 
Neptune Beach, FL 
904-246-9744 
Sailing Store 
Orlando, FL 
407-291-2345 
Surf & Sail Boardsailing 
Pensacola Beach, FL 
904-932-7873 
Bill Jackson Inc. 
Pinellas Park, FL 
813-576-4169 
Sandy Point Progressive 
South Daytona, FL 
904-756-7564 
The Surf Station 
St. Augustine, FL 
904-797-9463 
Totally Windsurfing/ 
Totally Active Sports 
St. Petersburg, FL 
813-367-7059 
City Surf 
Tampa, FL 
813-933-4472 

GEORGIA 

Metro News Inc. 
Forest Park, GA 
404-366-7742 
Windsense 
Holly Springs, GA 
404-345-5514 

HAWAII 

Hanalei Windsurfing 
Hanalei, HI 
808-826-9732 
Hawaiian Island 
Windsurfing 
Kahului, HI 
808-871-4981 
Hi-Tech Surf & Sport 
Kahului, HI 
808-877-2111 
Hot Sails Maui-USA Inc. 
Kahului, HI 
808-877-4433 
Maui Windsurf Company 
Kahului, HI 
808-877-4816 
Sailboards Maui 
Kahului, HI 
808-871-7954 
Second Wind Sail & Surf 
Kahului, HI 
808-877-7467 


Windrigger Maui 
Kahului, HI 
808-871-7753 
Windsurfing West Maui 
Kahului, HI 
808-871-8733 
Naish Hawaii Ltd. 
Kailua, HI 
808-262-6068 
Hunt Hawaii Surf & Sail 
Paia, HI 
808-579-8129 

ILLINOIS 

Offshore Marine 
Chicago, IL 
312-549-4446 
Windward Sports 
Chicago, IL 
312-472-6868 
Above Board 
Evanston, IL 
708-491-9191 

INDIANA 

One Design Sailboards 
Warsaw, IN 
219-267-3767 

KANSAS 

Sunflower 
Lawrence, KS 
913-843-5000 
Doyle Custom Sailboards 
Wichita, KS 
316-943-1537 

MARYLAND 

American Windsurfing 
School 

Annapolis, MD 
410-757-4574 
Fawcett Boat Supplies 
Annapolis, MD 
410-267-8681 
Windsurfing Unlimited 
Annapolis, MD 
201-757-8008 
Windsurfing Unlimited 
Bethesda, MD 
301-951-0705 . 
Baltimore Boardsailing 
Timonium, MD 
410-666-WIND 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Wildwater Outfitters 
Amherst, MA 
413-586-2323 
Madd Mike's Windsurfing 
Boston, MA 
617-451-6181 
Can Am Sailcraft 
Cambridge, MA 
617-661-7702 
Cape Sailboards 
Falmouth, MA 
508-540-8800 
Sound Sailboarding 
Hyannis, MA 
508-771-3388 


Force Five 
Nantucket, MA 
617-228-0700 
Upper Deck 
Nantucket, MA 
508-228-7088 
Nauset Sports Inc. 
Orleans, MA 
617-255-4742 
Sunrise Sailboards 
Phillipston, MA 
413-625-9493 
Wind’s Up! 
Vineyard Haven, MA 
617-693-4340 

MICHIGAN 

Makin’ Waves 
Acme, Ml 
616-938-9283 
Midwest Windsurfing 
Elk Rapids, Ml 
616-264-6828 
Bill & Paul’s Sporthaus 
Grand Rapids, Ml 
616-458-1684 
Surf’s Up Inc. 
Keego Harbor, Ml 
313-681-9100 
The Windsurf Company 
Keego Harbor, Ml 
313-681-1300 
Avon Sailboats Ltd. 
Rochester, Ml 
313-852-2211 
The Windsurf Shop 
Whitmore Lake, Ml 

313- 449-0707 

MINNESOTA 

Scuba Center 
Boardsailing 
Minneapolis, MN 
612-925-4818 
Second Wave 
St. Louis Park, MN 
612-924-9249 
Sailboard Warehouse 
St. Paul, MN 
612-482-9995 

MISSISSIPPI 

Monkey Business 
Gulfport, MS 
601-896-5673 

MISSOURI 

Sport Trends 
St. Louis, MO 

314- 962-2001 

NEVADA 

High Sierra Sports 
Carson City, NV 
702-885-1891 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Sailboarders 
Laconia, NH 
603-528-4110 
New Hampshire. 

Hobie Cat 
Seabrook, NH 
603-474-3661 


JERSEY 

Windsurfing Bay Head 
Bayhead, NJ 
908-899-9394 
Island Surf & Sail 
Brant Beach, NJ 
609-494-5553 
Peak Performance 
Clinton, NJ 
908-638-5277 
Specialty Sports 
Windsurfing 
pompton Plains, NJ 
201-838-1668 

NSW MEXICO 

Page One Inc. 
Albuquerque, NM 
505-294-3054 
Santa Fe Windsurfing 
Santa Fe, NM 
505-473-7900 

NEW YORE 

Canadaigua Sailing 
Canadaigua, NY 
716-394-8150 
The Surf Shop 
Huntington, NY 
516-424-SURF 
Island Windsurfing 
New York, NY 
212-744-2000 
Leisure Pro 
New York, NY 
212-645-1234 
Hawaiian Sailboards 
Northport, NY 
516-757-4315 
V Olympic Surf & Sport 
Port Washington, NY 
516-883-8207 
Windsurfing Hamptons 
Southampton, NY 
516-283-9463 
Main Beach Surf & Sport 
Wainscott, NY 
516-537-2716 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Avon Windsurf Co. 
Avon, NC 
919-995-5441 
Windsurfing Hatteras 
Avon, NC 
919-995-4970 
Fox Watersports 
Buxton, NC 
919-995-^102 
Island Rigs Inc. 
Emerald Isle, NC 
919-354-2277 
North Beach Sailing Inc. 
Kitty Hawk, NC 
919-261-6262 
Kitty Hawk Sports 
Nags Head, NC 
919-441-6800 
^ip’s Store Inc. 
Wilmington, NC 
919-256-4445 


_ OHIO 

^'sSurfa Sport 
^tabula, OH 
216-964-7066 



Windsurf Ohio 
East Lake, OH 
216-383-LAKE 
North Coast Windsurfing 
Vermillion, OH 
216-967-3493 
Sun Sports 
Westerville, OH 
614-895-7873 

OREGON 

Stone Ski & Sport 
Bend, OR 
503-389-0890 
Sporty’s Inc. 
Clatskanie, OR 
503-728-2712 
Boardsports Inc. 
Eugene, OR 
503-484-2588 
2nd Wind Sports 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-4464 
Big Winds Hood River 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-6086 
Chinook Sailing Products 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-5005 
Front Street Sailboards 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-4044 
Gorge Gear 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-2037 
Hot Sails Maui-USA Inc. 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-4433 
Northwave Custom Sails 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-6156 
Sailboard Warehouse 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-1699 
Sailboards Hood River 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-5363 
Sailworld 
Hood River, OR 
503-386-9400 
Gorge Performance 
Portland, OR 
503-246-6646 
Gorge Windsurfing 
The Dalles, OR 
503-298-8796 
Pacific Wave Sailboard 
Warrenton, OR 
503-861-0866 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Wind & Water Boat Works 
Butler, PA 
412-586-2030 
Marsh Creek Sailboard 
Downingtown, PA 
215-458-5040 
South Winds 
McMurray, PA 
412-942-9463 
Shank’s Mare 
York, PA 
717-846-3132 


RHODE ISLAND 

Island Windsurfing 
Middletown, R| 
401-846-4421 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Time Out Sailing Center 
Charleston, SC 
803-577-5979 
Outside Hilton Head 
Hilton Head, SC 
803-686-6996 
Sail Sports 
Mt. Pleasant, SC 
803-884-1508 
Sailing & Ski Connection 
Myrtle Beach, SC 
803-626-7245 

TEXAS 

Duck Jibe 
Austin, TX 
512-320-0566 
The Sail & Ski Center 
Austin, TX 
512-258-0733 
E & L Exports 
Corpus Christi, TX 
512-939-8000 
Wind & Wave 
Watersports 
Corpus Christi, TX 
512-937-WAVE 
Windsurfing Hut 
Corpus Christi, TX 
512-994-1338 
Chop Hop Sailboard Shop 
Dallas, TX 
214-553-WIND 
Mariner Sails Inc. 

Dallas, TX 
214-241-1498 
Freedom Sports 
Grapevine, TX 
817-488-7914 
Windsurfing Gale Inc. 
Houston, TX 
713-529-9002 
Windsurfing Sports 
Houston, TX 
713-333-9199 
Adventure Sports & 
Clothing 
Midland, TX 
915-699-5959 
Ski Skeller Sports 
Midland, TX 
915-697-0427 
Showboat Marine 
Seabrook, TX 
713-326-5511 
Water Sports Center 
Seabrook, TX 
713-326-2724 
Island Style 

South Padre Island, TX 
210-761-1194 

UTAH 

Milosport 

Salt Lake City, UT 

801- 487-8600 

VERMONT 

Chiotts 

Burlington, VT 

802- 862-8383 


Sailworks Inc. 
Burlington, VT 
802-864-0111 

VIRGINIA 

Wave Riding Vehicles 
Virginia Beach, VA 
804-422-8823 

WASHINGTON 

Sturtevant’s Sports 
Bellevue, WA 
206-454-6092 
Washington Windsport 
Bellingham, WA 
206-676-1146 
Bingen School Inn 
Bingen, WA 
509-493-3363 
Sporthaus Northwest Inc. 
Kennewick, WA 
509-735-7555 
Hobie Cats Northwest 
Kirkland, WA 
509-827-8080 
Olympic Outfitters 
Olympia, WA 
206-943-1997 
Ski Rack Sports Inc. 
Seattle, WA 
206-623-7318 
Jimmy’z Magazines 
Spokane, WA 
509-838-7613 

WISCONSIN 

Windsurf Door County 
Ephraim, Wl 
414-854-4071 
Southport Rigging Supply 
Kenosha, Wl 
414-652-5434 
Project Sport 
Milwaukee, Wl 
414-288-7245 
Aquatic World II Inc. 
Oconomowoc, Wl 
414-567-7339 

WYOMING 

Mountain Sports 
Casper, WY 
307-266-1136 


Windsure Windsurfing 
Vancouver, British 
Columbia 
604-224-0615 
Ocean Wind/Powder 
Perfect 

Victoria, British Columbia 
604-658-8171 

MANITOBA 

Summer Waves 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
204-338-8222 

T ONTARIO 

Tropical North Surf Shop 
Berne, Ontario 
705-325-2461 
Fathom Custom 
Composites 
Collingwood, Ontario 
705-444-6606 
Kingston Sailing Centre 
Kingston, Ontario 
613-541-1189 
Wind SurFinn 
Minden, Ontario 
705-457-3466 
Oakville Sailboard & Ski 
Oakville, Ontario 
416-842-5100 
Windsurfing Orillia 
Orillia, Ontario 
705-325-2461 
Hardsand Limited 
Oshawa, Ontario 
416-725-1721 
Peterborough Boardsailing 
Peterborough, Ontario 
705-742-9651 
Old Ski House 
Sault St. Marie, Ontario 
705-942-7426 
Ski Pro Shop 
St. Catherines, Ontario 
416-934-2682 
Wind Promotions 
Toronto, Ontario 
416-694-9463 
SASKATCHEWAN 
Eb’s Sail & Sports Ltd. 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
306-652-0385 


ALBERTA 

Shipwreck Boat Rentals 
Edmonton, Alberta 
403-465-5307 
Chinook Windsurfing 
Leftbridge, Alberta 
403-327-5888 

BRITISH 

COLUMBIA 

Wind Fixx Sailboard 
Center 

Kelowna, British Columbia 
604-764-0456 
North Shore Ski Ltd. 
North Vancouver, British 
Columbia 
604-987-7245 
The Windsurfing Shop 
Vancouver, British 
Columbia 
604-734-7245 


CARIBBEAN 


Sailboards Aruba 
Aruba, Netherland Antilles 
011-297-8666 
Roger’s Windsurf Place 
Aruba, Netherland Antilles 
011-297-821-918 
Velasurf 

Coronado, Puerto Rico 
809-725-8151 
El Rincon 

Ramey, Puerto Rico 
809-890-3108 
Boardsailing BVI 
Cruz Bay, USVI 
809-495-2447 
Caribbean Boardsailing 
St. Thomas, USVI 
809-776-3486 
West Indies Windsurfing 
St. Thomas, USVI 
809-775-6530 
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BY ERIC SANFORD 



I BENT!?! NQNQNO, NOT 8EN"C 
MY UNINFORMED FRIEND. 
THIS IS WHAT IS KNOWN AS 
PERPENDICULARLY OPPOSED; 
A PROTOTYPE AS IT WERE 


The Swap Meet 


he first swap meet of the year is just 
weeks away—time to start practicing. 

Now some of you may think you 
can just waltz into the swap-meet 
parking lot, unload a pile of gear 
(consisting of three warped teak 
booms; four bases—all of different 
cup diameters—connected to bent 
base bolts with 12-year-old bogie 
joints; a torn nylon sail; a 45-pound, 
10 1 “slalom” board; 
and a battered red 
football fin), and sell it 
all within 15 minutes 
for 30 percent more 
than you bought it for 
9 years ago. 

Well, I’m here to 
tell you that you can. 

But first you have to 
practice. 

Swap meets, you 
see, are like IRS 
audits. If you go in 
cold and simply tell 
the truth, answering 
questions without con¬ 
sidering what your 
inquisitor really wants 
to know, you’ll end up 
in the poor house. If, 
however, you research the background of 
your auditor and take care to respond in a 
manner that makes him feel important, 
knowledgeable and in control, you stand a 
pretty good chance of slipping that shaky 
business deduction for the two-week trip 
to Aruba right past his pointy little nose. 

Likewise at the swap meet Look at it 
this way: What are you there for? To waste 
several hours hobnobbing with a bunch of 
cheap nerds who are looking for the best 
deal on a 1984 hot-pink 6.1 Pryde Ultra 
Nova? Of course not' You’re there for one 
reason only: to unload that huge pile of 
junk that’s been sitting in your garage for 
the past five years so you’ll have room to 
collect another huge pile of junk. 

To do this as quickly and efficiently as 
possible you must be fully prepared to 
engage your quany: the swap-meet buyers. 
These folks come in three basic models. 


The first is the “dealer.” He really 
doesn’t care what he buys or what it costs 
as long as he thinks he’s getting a killer 
deal. You might think that if you just put a 
sign on every item reading, “Unbelievably 
Cheap!” you’ll surely snare a dealer from 
the drifting throng of swappers. But that’s 
like wearing a name tag reading, 
"Honest,” to your IRS audit. Instead, 
make it look like a mistake. Dealers love 


to take advantage of your mistakes. When 
that sharp-eyed devil spies a brand-new 
gadget in the pile labeled, “Old Junk,” 
immediately get defensive and say, “Oh, 
that must have gotten in that pile by mis^ 
take. It’s really brand-new.” 

The dealer will immediately and loudly 
spring to the offense: “Hey, buddy, the 
price tag says $50. What are you trying to 
do, screw me? What are you, dishonest?” 

Now it s your turn to look meek and 
disheartened with a “Geesh, he’s really 
gotten the best of me” look. After several 
minutes of protests, including such infor¬ 
mation as, “You can’t even find these in the 
stores,” give in and sell him the item Be 
sure to leave out the part about the reason 
that you can’t find the item in the stores is 
that they were all recalled as defective. 

The second type of buyer is the “new¬ 
comer.” Since he’s brand-new to the sport 


he should be the easiest quarry i n th 
world. But in reality the only reason he’ 6 
at all interested in windsurfing is becaus S 
a “friend” has talked him into it The new 6 
comer is always accompanied by that 
friend, the third kind of swap meet buver 
the “know-it-all.” 

You’ll recognize a newcomer immedi¬ 
ately: He or she will race right up to your 
pile of junk, look a bit confused, pick up a 
mangled mast extension and meekly ask 
“Is this supposed to be bent like this?” 

“Of course it is,” you respond in a 
knowledgeable voice. “It’s the very latest 
design. This happens to be one of the only 
ones like it in the 
world. It’s a prototype.” 

Then just as funds 
are about to be 
exchanged, the know- 
it-all comes up. “Hey, 
let me see that... Hey, 
this is bent for crying 
out loud! My buddy 
don’t want to buy no 
stupid bent base!” 

Now this is where 
your practice comes in. 
“Right you are, my 
good man, and keenly 
observant, I might add. 
This base is bent! 
Robby’s been working 
on this idea for the 
past year, and he gave 
me this prototype to 
test Unfortunately it doesn’t fit my masts.” 

If you still notice some hesitation, pull 
the know-it-all aside and whisper, “He 
says it adds 30-40 percent more speed to 
your board. Your buddy won’t appreciate 
it, but you’d be the fastest guy on the 
water with this baby.” 

Personally, I would never buy any¬ 
thing at a swap meet. My wife has taught 
me that the more money you spend when 
shopping, the happier you become. So I 
shun any form of savings and buy strictly 
at full retail. Then I pile it all in my garage 
until the next swap meet, when I can sell 
it for 20 percent of what I paid. Of course, 
that’s after I engrave “Naish/proto” on 
everything. ■ 

ERIC SANFORD turned in this column 
late because he was busy writing tiny price 
tags for all the equipment he plans to “swap. ” 


CRSixirs 

AVAILABLE 



/ • 


f -’T m „ 

ifn 

, 

II f ’ 

. 

i 

A A 

w D 

a <Sk. 

* * m • 


9 

m 


f 



READY TO 
SHIP = 

NOW! 
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Nautix 
Nell Pryde 
North 
Da Nine 
Windsurfing Hawaii 
Plberspar 

FINS BT: 

True Ames 
Finworks 
Rainbow 
Windsurfing Hawaii 

MASTS BT: 

Fiberspar 
Nell Pryde 
UP 

Quality Composites 

WETSUITS BT: 

O’Neill 
Body Glove 
Nell Pryde 
Aquata/ICC 
Neotech 
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T1GA2S4 T1GA 275 TKA 268 TKA260 T1GA257 TKA254 
93 ft M 93194 
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fully AUTHORIZED DEALERS FOR EVERY PRODUCT WE SELL! NO 
^ & SWITCH TACTICS. NO FALSE ADVERTISING! SAH.WAYS CARRIES 
ONLY THE BEST PRODUCTS AVAILASLE... AT THE BEST PRICES! / 
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We're getting better ail the time... 

Robby Naish has been designing the world's best wave boards for Mistral for over sixteen 
years. During years of research and design, he has tested thousands of wave boards of all 
shapes and sizes in every sailing condition imaginable. 

With the development of the ECSTASY, Robby has created the "most versatile of any bump 
and-jump/wave board on the market" says Windsurfing Magazine's Buyer's Guide. They also 
say that it "excels in all conditions, has a very wide wind range, and is easy and exciting to sail. 

Performance Windsurfing Report emphasizes the easy performance of the ECSTASY. They 
applaud its "ease of sailing, ease of jibing, ease of planing and ease of jumping." 


Performance Characteristics: Bump & jump/wavo board with 
extra width for inconsistent 
high wind/wove conditions 

Best Features: Ease of jibing & high wind control. 
Optimum Sail Range: 3 5 - 6 5 
Recommended Rig: XR Wovo Rig 
Recommended Fin: Wovo 250 
Length: 8'4" 

Volume: 84 Liters 


\ 


Weight: 17 lbs 


mistral 


7222 Parkway Dr. 
Dorsey. MD 21078 
(410) 712-4755 

I Product Information 48 I 










